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Hopkins Kicks Butts at their Tuesday meeting. 


SGA rejects 

possibility of 
campus-wide 
smoking ban 


By LAURA MUTH 


News & Features Editor 


On Tuesday the Student Government 
Association (SGA) passed a resolution to 
prohibit smoking within 30 feet of main 
buildings. 

The current regulations in place on 
campus have only a 10-foot restriction. The 
SGA did not endorse the idea of a complete 
ban against smoking on campus. 

Nineteen members of the SGA voted 
in favor of the resolution while seven 
members voted against it. 

An earlier proposal for a resolution 
had been put forth by the student group 
Hopkins Kicks Butts (HKB), a group 
seeking to reduce smoking and second- 
hand smoke exposure on campus. 

Senior class senator Abby Duggan 
said that in considering the resolution, 
“We [the SGA] have to consider the level 
of convenience versus the level of threat 

. and I think this resolution finds a 
middle ground.” 

Junior class president Nick Gilson 
agreed and mentioned that the SGA has 
a duty to both smokers and non-smokers 
on campus. 

“We represent the entire student 
body,” he said. “And we do have to be 
concerned with student backlash.” 

Sarah Durica, the president of HKB 
was present at the meeting. Although 
she acknowledged that the passage of 
this resolution was progress, she also 

SEE SGA, PAGE A4 
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By FLORENCE LAU 
Staff Writer 


After months of campaigning and 
hard work, senior Gabriel Plumer found 
out last week that he was elected to one 
of three seats on the township commit- 
tee of Alexandria, N.J. 

The Political Science major earned al- 
most twice as many votes as opponent 
Curtis Schick, with the final tally of 1,213 
to 625. . 

Although he admitted that he had 

been interested in politics since child- 
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The SGA discussed smoking ban proposals from 


By PETER SICHER 


News & Features Editor 

While Hopkins has imple- 
mented several drastic mea- 
sures in order to keep its 


budget balanced through the 


continuing economic recession, 


its endowment has begun per- 


By ADAM ZELDIN 
Staff Writer 


Though his  controverisal 
blog of sexploits is banned by 
JHGuestnet, Hopkins paid for 
students to get the full Tucker 
Max “experience” in person 
from his speech on Wednesday. 

While Max spoke to a crowd- 
ed Shriver Hall, around 170 peo- 
ple went to a dinner and discus- 
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Plumer campaigned and won a seat on the township committee of his hometown, Alexandria, NJ. 


Senior Gabe Plumer wins local 
election in New Jersey hometown 


hood, Plumer said that the impetus for 
actually running for a position in his 
hometown was when he realized that 
“we can only talk so much without do- 


ing something.” 


After filing the petition to run in 
January, Plumer went to Scotland to 
study abroad from February to the end 


of May. 


It was there that he demonstrated 
his determinataion to run for a seat on 
the Alexandria township, making use 
of Skype and the internet to conduct 


See PLUMER, pace A3 
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forming better than originally 
predicted, allowing the Krieger 
School of Arts and Sciences to 
lift the hiring freeze. 

Nineteen members of the 
Hopkins administration volun- 
tarily cut their salaries by five 
percent on July 1, the beginning 
of the current fiscal year. 
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MATTHEW LI/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
A group of students collected petitions in protest on the Breezeway. Max's speech on Wednesday took a different tone than many students had expected. 


sion at One World Cafe to protest 
his presence on campus. 

Max opened his speech by 
saying, “There's enough nerds in 
here for a Star Trek convention.” 

Max quickly identified the 
absence of any protesters. 

“They'd be f-king pissed off if 
they knew how much I was get- 
ting paid for this story. Id like to 
buy a new f-cking car with what 
they’re paying me. It’s kind of 
embarrassing,” Max 
said. 

The exact amount 
paid to Max could 
not be verified. Ac- 
cording to Dea Lovy, 
a senior and co-chair 
of the Hopkins Orga- 
nization for Program- 
ming (HOP), it is 
standard procedure 
not to release the pay- 
ments amounts given 
to speakers. 
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‘1 think everybody recog- 
nized that this is an extraordi- 
nary time, financially, for the 
University. Everybody is making 
sacrifices to address the budget 
situation the University has and 
they were in a position to per- 
sonally do ever more,” Hopkins 
spokesman Dennis O’Shea said. 


Administrators who took 
salary reductions include the 
president, vice presidents and 
the Deans. 

Funds saved from the deans’ 
salaries distributed to 
the deans’ re- 
spective divisions. According 
to O'Shea, some of the money 


were 


programs in 
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Author Tucker Max sparked response from student protesters and avid fans before his speech on Wednesday 


However, the use of Hop- 
kins’ money to bring Max here 
is exactly what upset senior 
Yasin Akbari, who, along with 
fellow senior Kate Mercogliano. 
spearheaded the efforts to pre- 
vent Max from speaking. 

“Tf Tucker Max were coming to 
campus to speak for free or was 
being paid out of pocket by stu- 
dents who directly wanted to see 
him, then I would be opposed to 
things he says, but it would not be 
directly using my tuition dollars 
to fund him,” she said. 

Akbari criticized the Univer- 
sity for giving him a platform. 

“Once the school starts fun- 
neling my tuition dollars di- 
rectly to the HOP, the HOP has 
a moral obligation to provide 
programming that is not offen- 
sive and that does not include 
hate speech,” she said. 

Freshman Charlie 
agreed. 


Natola 


* Everyone’s favorite 
children show, 
Street, celebrates a 
milestone, Page B3. 
* The Evolution of Sound 
breaks records for WJHU, 


Page B5. 


* Consumer Health Informatics 
(CHI) are changing the way people 
look at the health care system, 


* Hopkins’ Neuroscience depart- 
ment tests effects of saturated fats 
on memory, Page B7. 


“It is disrespectful for the 
school to use our tuition money 
like this,” he said. 

Freshman Sophie Solomon 
felt the same way, which is why 
she decided to go to the One 
World Café event instead. 

“Tm paying for something I 
don’t support,” she said. 

Back at the speech, Max 
began by telling a story in his 
typical material. 

“If you're a girl, this is 
probably why you shouldn’t 
go to Cancun for spring 
break, and when you have 
kids, if you have daughters, 
don’t let them go to Cancun 
for spring break,” he said. 

He elaborated about how 
he took a six-week departure 

amid classes from Duke Law 
School to live in Cancun. Max 
explained that after develop- 
ing a large tolerance for alcohol 
SEE TUCKER MAX, Pace A7 
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Precautions help Hopkins through economic recession 


saved was also used to sup- 
port financial aid. “The central 
administration’s salary [reduc- 
tion] was used for undergradu- 
ate financial aid budgets.” he 
said. O’Shea would not disclose 
how much money was saved by 
these salary reductions. 

“We don’t talk about specific 
budget items,” he said. It has not 
yet been decided whether or not 
the salary reduction will contin- 
ue into the 2011 fiscal year. 

According to O'Shea, 
while endowment was_af- 
fected by the recession, losses 
were not as high as expected. 

“Obviously in the first six 
months of this calendar year 
— the last six months of the 
fiscal year — there was a re- 
covery in the markets. That 

See SALARY, pace A3 


Residents 
react to 
the loss of 
SMEAC 


By PETER SICHER 


News & Features Editor 


In the wake of the recent clo- 
sure of the Save Middle East Ac- 
tion Committee (SMEAC), some 
residents in the Middle East Bal- 
timore area that the organiza- 
on sérved are embittered. 

But despite SMEAC’s internal 
conflicts and its resulting dis- 
bandment, members of the com- 
munity hope that a new organi- 
zation can serve their interests. 

According to Donald Gresh- 
am, the former president of 
SMEAC, the organization closed 
because the “community’s need 
has changed.” 

SMEAC was created eight 
years ago to protect the inter- 
ests and provide a voice for resi- 
dents in Middle East Baltimore, 
the area affected by the rede- 
velopment around the Hopkins 
Medical Institute. 

The organization often had 
a tense relationship with the 
East Baltimore Development 
Initiative (EBDI), the nonprofit 
partnership of parties invested 
in the project. University Presi- 
dent Ronald Daniels serves on 
the EBDI board. 

While he did not directly ad- 
dress why the organization was 
disbanded, Gresham felt that “be- 
cause of the limitations of SMEAC, 
we could not go forward.” 

Last week, SMEAC sent out 
a flier to the community an- 
nouncing its closure. 

“As the saying goes ‘All 
good things must come to an 

end.’ SMEAC, as it originally 
See SMEAC, pace A3 
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By HUSAIN DANISH 
Magazine Lditor 


Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee (RNC) Mi- 


C hael 


Steele and Congressman 
Aaron Schock (R-IL) spoke on 
Thursday at Shriver Hall in the 
fifth installment of the 2009 Mil- 
ton S. Eisenhower (MSE) Sy mpo- 
sium 

The discussion, moderated 
by Adam Sheingate, associate 
protessor and director of under 
graduate studies in the political 
science department, was entitled 

The Role and Future of Young 
People in Public Service” and 


focused on the recent surge in 


political activism among young 


voters in the wake of the 2008 
election 

‘It’s what you can do right 
think you 
lot of that; the possibilities be- 


now, and | Saw a 
gan to unfold last year,” Steele 
said 

‘We an unprecedented 
increase in the number of young 


Saw 


people who got active, who got 

involved, who made a commit- 

ment.” 

“It didn’t matter where you 
were on the spectrum in the be- 
ginning. Then there was some- 
thing that was sparked in the 
country that ignited a passion in 
this generation,” Steele said. 

“Wherever people gathered, 
they were talking about Presi- 
dent Obama, then candidate 
Obama,” Steele said. 

“They were talking about 
McCain, they were talking 
about the primaries. That politi- 
cal activism was awakened. You 
are no longer spectators, you 
are actually engaged, whether 
you want to be or not.” 

Steele, a Hopkins alumnus, 
was voted the RNC chairman 
in Jan. 2009. In 2003, he was 
elected Lieutenant Governor 
of Maryland, becoming the 
first African-American elected 
to a Maryland state office. His 
first national appearance was 
in 2004, at the Republican Na- 
tional Convention. 

Since becom- 
ing chairman 
of the RNC, 

Steele has tried 
to revive the 
Republican 
Party in the af- 
termath of ma- 
jor victories by 
the Democratic 
Party in the 
2006 and 2008 
elections. 

Inanattempt 
to reinvigorate 
the Party, Steele 
has push for 
a fundamen- 
tal shift in the 
way  Republi- 

can candidates 
campaign and 
communicate 
with their con- 
stituents. 

“The party 
has always had 
this approach 
to groups that 
is an unfortu- 
nate mindset,” 
Steele said. 
“That is to en- 
gage a group 
means that you 


Peace Corps. 


Life is calling. 
How far will 
you go? 


800.424.8580 
peacecorps.gov 


the same kind of behavior as 
Democrats, which is pandering 
Chat’s the mind of view.” 

‘| have tried to reorient the 
thinking,” he “It is 
enough to have a photo-op 


said not 
You need to engage people, cre- 
ate coalitions.” 

In the months since becom- 
ing party chairman, Steele has 
the Republican 
Party’s Department of Minority 
Outreach and replaced in with 
the Department of Coalitions. 
In addition, Steele has tried to 


dismantled 


broaden the party’s outreach 
by creating community 
tions. 

At age 28, Aaron Schock is the 
youngest member of Congress 
and represents the 18th District 
of the state of Illinois. Schock 
openly recognized his unique 
position in Congress. 

“Tt is as honor to be with all of 
you who look like me. More than 
most of the people I work with at 
the Capitol,” he said. 

Schock argued that while peo- 
ple have focused heavily on race 


coali- 


and gender diversity in govern- 
ment, Congress lacks the diver- 
sity in age. 

According to Schock, the 
perspective of young people is 
often left out of 
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MSE hosts Michael Steele and Aaron Schlock Hopkins News in Brief 
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Rep. Aaron Schlock and RNC Chairman Michael Steele spoke to Hopkins students. _| 


Party has been in communicat- 
ing to young voters. 

“Some of the senior members 
of Congress came up to me and 
said ‘Oh, you got to teach me 
how to talk to young people,” he 
said. “Do you think they speak 
a foreign lan- 


the debate in 


guage or some- 


Washington. Oak . thing?” 

_ Saying you are the fu- 8! 
“People in 2 ae y : e Sttrere le 
our age group tureis aninsult. You stressed __ the 
look at life, importance of 
look at poli- @Fre not the future, engaging with 
cies and look you are the here and you ng voters 
at decisions ~ as well. 

before govern- NOw. “We should 
ment much dif- be engaging 
ferently than MiIcHAEL STEELE, CHAIR- generational- 
someone who MAN OF THE REPUBLICAN ly,” he said. 


is much later in 
life,” he said. 

“When you 
get too much of 
one thing in government, wheth- 
er it be old, white men, or young 
women, or black or white, you 
name it, you get skewed govern- 
ment.” 

Schock emphasized that one 
of the failures of the Republican 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


“We should 
talk to  fresh- 
men and _ se- 
niors in high 
school about political activism 
because the Democrats do it. I 
have friends who would argue 
that they can because they have 
access to the teachers’ unions.” 

Both Schock and Steele em- 
phasized the importance of 
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are engaging in Michaele Steele spoke at the MSE symposium about how the GOP can attract young voters. 


Peace Corps at JHU 


Learn more about how Peace Corps fits 


into your future and career path. 
Change lives...and your own! 


Wednesday, November 18 


Information Session 
Career Center 
Garland Hall, 3rd Floor 
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


For more information, contact: 
Jessica Lampron at 202-692-1043 
or jlampron@peacecorps.gov. 


using new technological medi- | 
ums to communicate to differ- 


ent groups, especially young | y 


voters. 
“IT want to communicate with | 


you the way you communicate 


to each other,” Steele said. “I am | 
not going to send you a piece of | 
mail, | am going to send you a 
Texte 

However, with these new 
technologies comes greater ex- 
posure. While new forms of 
media like Facebook and Twit- | 
ter may provide new ways of | 
communicating and disseminat- 
ing information to constituents, 
they can also create their own 
problems. 

“The beauty and danger of 
this medium is you get to do | 
that, you get to say what you are 
thinking at that moment,” Steele 
said. 

“Using this medium is a great | 
way of generating support, gen- 
erating knowledge and dissemi- 
nating information. The danger 
side of it is this medium will kill 
you. It will take your efforts and 
turn them against you because 
that is the nature of the duality of 
it. What you write will come back | 
to you.” 

“Job number one of getting 
their vote is getting their atten- 
tion, whether it be through me- | 
dia or whatever,” Schock com- 
mented. 

Surprisingly, little of the dis- 
cussion revolved around the Re- 
publican victories on Nov. 3. 

Steele played down the Re- 
publican loss of New York’s 
23rd Congressional District as 
well as the role figures like Sar- 
ah Palin and Rush Limbaugh 
may have played in that elec- 
tion. 

“The national folks that came 
in, God bless them, they can 
say whatever they want,” Steele 
said. 

“They don’t live there. It 
doesn’t matter what they think. 
If you came from the 23rd dis- 
trict, it matters. She [Sarah Palin] 
doesn’t. I don’t.” 

In their concluding remarks, 
both Steele and Schock asked 
that college students continue 
the spirit of activism that was re- 
vived in 2008. 

Steele noted that young voters 
are just as heavily invested in the 
system as everyone else. 

“Saying you are the future 
is an insult. You are not the 
future, you are the here and 
now ... You are voters, many 
of you tax-payers, consumers. 
You are very much involved in 
this economy and culture,” he 
said. 

“Barack Obama excited this 
generation, he got them think- 
ing, whether you agreed with 
him philosophically or not. My 
charge is don’t let that drop 
off.” 

Several students in attendance 
of the event were impressed by 
both Steele and Schock. 

“I think [the event went] really 
well,” Daniel Ingram, program- 
ming chair of the MSE Sympo- 
sium, said. 

“Both Schock and Steele 
were open an honest with the 
questions. I think the student 
body that came got a lot out of 
it. It was something that was 
unique.” 

“The overall goal was to dem- 
onstrate why it is important to 
be involved in the political de- 
bate. These issues are important 
to use and we are important 
players.” 

“He was repetitive, but over- 
all he had a good message, even 


| included sessions to train train- 
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Md. asks School 
of Nursing to help 


HIN1 vaccine 


Science, 
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Ministry of Foreign Relations. 


Other members of the del- 


egation include Anthony Rock, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Association of Science-Technol- 


nurses administer. 


sistant 


yey Centers and a former As- 
Secretary State 
Technology, Environ- 


of for 


ment and Health Affairs, and 
Lawrence Wilkerson, Professor 


The Maryland Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene 
recently asked the Hopkins 
School of Nursing to develop 
a program to train nurses who 
will be giving H1N1 vaccines. 
The program consists of a self- 
paced online course on vac- 
cine administration and child 
restraint. The course went up 
on Sept. 29. The program also 


ers, which were held on Oct. 1 


— Peter Sicher 
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The School of Nursing uses an online pro- 
gram for training nurses to give vaccines. 


Hopkins scientist 
part of group 
visiting Cuba, 

foster discussion 


Peter Agre, who directs the 


| Hopkins Malaria Research In- 


stitute and is on the faculty of 
the School of Public Health, is 
part of an American delegation 
currently visiting Cuba to dis- 
cuss science policy. The visit is 
part of an effort to foster scien- 
tific cooperation between Cuba 
and the U.S.. The delegation is 
not affiliated with the U.S. Gov- 
ernment. 

The delegation plans to visit 
the Academy of Sciences of 
Cuba and the University of Ha- 
vana. It also plans to meet with 
officials from the Cuban Minis- 
try of Science, Technology and 
the Environment, the Ministry 
of Higher Eduction, the Min- 
istry of Public Health and the 


An interview 


By Husain Danish 
Magazine Editor 


News-Letter: What do you 
think is the impact of Tuesday’s 
election? Do you think it has any 
significance? 


Michael Steele: Absolutely. 
NL: In what sense? 


MS: In the sense that they put 
the president, I think, in a tenuous 
political position . . . | think what 
you saw was a conversion of both 
national and local issues in the 
sense that if you were an individ- 
ual who had a job through which 
you got your health care and then 
you lose that job as a result of this 
recession, the national debate on 
health care has just as much sig- 
nificance if not more so for you as 
you listen to it. Now that you don’t 
have a job, you don’t have health 
care. The question now for the per- 
son who is running for governor is 
‘how are you going to help me get 
a job?’ and then the consideration 
is ‘when I get my job back, what is 
the impact on my bottom line as 
a result of health care reform?’ So 
you have this convergence of is- 


though he was a Republican,” 
freshman Jay Kane said. 


sues both national and state. Peo- 
ple were looking for answers. Cor- 


ewes] < 


»f Government at the College of 


William and Mary and Chief of 
Staff to Secretary of State Colin 
Powell. 


— Peter Sicher 
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Peter Agre is in Cuba along with a 
delegation of scientists. 


School of 
Nursing receives 
federal grant to 
increase diversity 


The Hopkins University 
School of Nursing recently re- 
ceived a Nursing Workforce Di- 
versity grant from the Federal 
government. The grant totals $1 
million over a three year period 
and is paid for by the Division of 
Nursing, Bureau of Health Pro- 
fessions, the Health Resources 
and Services Administration and 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

The grant will be used to sup- 
port LEADS Scholars for Leader- 
ship, Excellence, Achievement, 
Diversity and Success. They will 
be provided with scholarships 
and stipends. Six students will 
receive scholarships and 15 will 
receive stipends. 

The LEADS program is part 
of a partnership with Balti- 
more City schools and seeks to 
increase the number of nurses 
and reduce high-school drop 
outs. It will provide students 
with advising and mentoring 
support as well. 


—Peter Sicher 


with Michael 


Steele and Aaron Schlock 


Both discuss recent elections, how to win back green voters 


zine couldn't provide the answers 
after four years for job creation 
and lower taxes in New Jersey. He 
could not deal with the realities of 
health care and transportation in 
way that made people believe ‘this 
person is the one I want to trust for 
four years to lead the state’ There 
are huge ramifications. People ask 
if this is a referendum on the presi- 
dent, not on his person but on his 
policies. 


NL: How can Republicans at- 
tract voters concerned about the 
environment? 


Rep. Aaron Schlock: | think part 
of it is us reminding people of 
the history of the party when it 
comes to conservation. Teddy 
Roosevelt pushed the National 
Park System. It was Richard Nix- 
on who established the EPA. We 
have a rich history as a party of 
looking out for the erivironment 
and living responsibly. We con- 
tinue to remain vigilant when it 
comes to being responsible for 
promoting the health of the envi- 
ronment. We need to make sure 
there is a cost-benefit analysis 
done on whatever policies or reg- 
ulations we are pushing so that 
we are not putting ourselves at a 
disadvantage. 
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SMEAC FROM Al 
began, h 


is now time to s 
flier stated. 


But for some re 


ership ove 
the organization Was f 
good thing. 

“Their leadership h 
corrupt and instead of e 
a4 they decide 
dents with what m 
a nicely 
letter,” 
Middle 
e-mail to The News-Letter. 

Redmond felt that 
board members we 
viding fin 
area residents. 

She 


the 


community reside 
in the development area. 


aS run its course and it 
ay good-bye,” the 


Bhat: Sidents who 
ere unhappy with SMEAC lead- 
r the past few years, 
ar from a 


ad become 
volving. 
d to flier the resi- 
any of us see as 
worded ‘abandonment’ 

Nia Redmond, a lifelong 
ast resident, wrote in an 


SMEAC 
re not pro- 
ancial transparency to 


also saw a split between 
views of board members 
— many of whom have moved 
out of the community — and the 
nts still living 


“Residents were — thinking 
elections would happen soon. In- 
stead, without any public meet- 
ing, these folks simply put fliers 
up around the neighborhood 
informing us they were closing 
forever.” 

SMEAC Board Members Les- 
lie Williams, Pamela Jordan, 
Charlotte Johnson and Shrene 
Burnett could not be reached for 
comment. Board Members Sonny 
Williams and Leslie Lewis de- 
clined to comment. 

Board Member Betty Robin- 
son would not comment because 
she claimed that SMEAC’s clo- 
sure was not yet public. 

Gresham said that many in the 
community are unhappy about 
the closure of the organization. 

“They're not liking it. They’re 
not liking it at all,” he said 

Larry Cooper, a lifelong resi- 
dent of the Middle East neighbor- 
hood, said he was not surprised 
by the closure of SMEAC. 
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Residents hope for new interest group after SMEAC. 


new organization will need to do 
more than simply advocate for 
the commu nity. 


composed of those living in the 
area. 
These residents would include 


“SMEAC was fighting for those currently living in homes, 
House-for-a-House and advo- residences on the preservation 
cating for resi- 9 ————_—_—_—__ blocks and | 
dents. I'm not | % 5 those living in 
saying that is These folks simply the develop- 
20ing to stop. | aes oka. ment units. It 
What” Fen ieee put fliers up around eulelt. AIkaG he 
ing is that in the neighborhood in- — open to those 


addition to that 
we need to be a 
service organi- 
zation. SMEAC 
was not able 
to fulfill that 
obligation,” he 
said. 

Gresham 
sees the role of 
a service orga- 
nization as helping people on a 
more individual level. 

“If, for example, they wanted 
us to help them figure the House- 
for-a-House program, maybe... 
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Donald Gresham is currently working to create a new group to take the place of SMEAC, with new responsibilities. 


“Leadership became indiffer- 
ent to allowing remaining resi- 
dents to participate in a demo- 
cratic process that would have 


evolved leadership,” she wrote. 
Redmond claimed 


cers. 


“Most of the board were relo- 
cated residents who never came 
into the neighborhood, only at- 
tending board meetings that 


were closed to the residents. 


Residents had expected new of- 


ficer elections to take place this 
summer, however they were told 
that the entire board was going 
on vacation until September,” 
she wrote. 


that 
SMEAC’s board refused to allow 
elections to be held for new offi- 


“T anticipated it . . . the people 
that were running the organiza- 
tion were corrupt. They werent 
doing anything that was con- 
structive,” he said. 

“I hope something _ better 
comes along. If you have the 
same people that were running 
SMEAC [however], I don’t want 
to have anything to do with it.” 

Gresham said that he intends 
to continue working for the com- 
munity and hopes to create a new 
organization that could better fit 
the changed needs of the neigh- 
borhood. 

“We are going to go forward,” 
he said. “We're just not going to 
use SMEAC’s name.” 

Gresham believes that any 


[we would be] able to do the pa- 
perwork with them,” he said. 

Gresham was unsure when 
the organization he plans to cre- 
ate will be up and running, but 
is confident that the commu- 
nity will still continue to have a 
voice. 

“T don’t think [the disband- 
ing of SMEAC] will hold up the 
progress of what we need to do. 
I think the people want an orga- 
nization. We need an organiza- 
tion,” he said. 

Redmond would support the 
creation of a new organization 
to serve residents in the Middle 
East Baltimore, but said they 
would “learn from the mistakes 
of SMEAC” and create a group 


forming us they were 
closing forever. 
— NIA REDMOND, 
LIFELONG MIDDLE EAST 
BALTIMORE RESIDENT 


‘munity’s residents ... 


returning ho- 
meowners who 
were displaced 
from the area | 


phase of devel- | 
opment, as well 
as “new resi- 
dents who will 
buy into this 
new neighbor- 
hood.” 

She hopes that in a new orga- 
nization, “Residents will hope- 
fully operate under a democratic | 
process.” 

“This may be a good time 
for a new organization to be 
founded to address how things 
have changed and how residents | 
now would like things to be in 
the future . . . | do hope that an- 
other organization is born out of 
SMEAC,” Elizabeth Barbrush, an 
artist who worked in the area, | 
wrote in an e-mail to The News- 
Letter. 

Barbrush got to know the com- 
munity through her work with 
Art on Purpose, where she cre- 
ated a book of photographs docu- 
menting the community. She felt | 
that because the conditions in the 
neighborhood changed so much | 
during SMEAC’s eight years | 
of activity, a new organization 
might be better able to serve the 
community. 

Both Gresham and Barbush 
felt that SMEAC made great 
strides in assisting the residents. 

“We got a lot accomplished. 
[We made sure] that EBDI was 
able hear from the community, 
that the community was able to | 
express its concerns,” Gresham 
said. 

“What SMEAC did best was 
act as a strong voice for the com- 

. SMEAG.. 
motivated people to speak up 
and have their feelings known 
and respected. They were suc- 
cessful at engaging residents to 
work together and take stake in 
their own environment, showing 
the residents that they canmakea 
difference in their own futures,” 
Barbush wrote. 

“Their monthly meetings were 
also a venue for residents to gath- 
er and learn more about the ever 
changing circumstances in their 
community. I learned from many 
of the interviews I did with com- 
munity members that without 
SMEAC they would have been 
even more in the dark about the 
development process. The meet- 
ings also gave residents a place to 
have their voices heard.” 


during the first | | 
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COURTESY OF STOCK-MARKETCOM 


The recession led to a decline in endowment, but damage is not as bad as predicted. 


Hopkins adjusts to 
recession agreements 


SALARY, From Al 
did lead to the worst forecasts about 
endowment for fiscal 2009 not com- 
ing true,” he said. He is hopeful that 
the endowment’s performance will 
continue to improve. 

“The markets thus far during 
the year have done very well. My 
retirement plan is doing better 
than it has, your parents invest- 
ments are doing better than they 
have been and the University’s 
investments are as well,” he said. 
He stressed that conditions could 


| still change. 


“We don’t know how this fis- 
cal year will turn out. We are less 
than halfway through it. It would 
be disingenuous of me to be any- 
thing other than cautiously opti- 
mistic at the moment,” he said. 

While the freeze has been lift- 


| ed in the School of Arts and Sci- 


ences, it remains in place in other 
divisions. 

“We had to put most of: our 
faculty searches on hold last year 
because of budget cuts and the 
hiring freeze but we were able 
to see our way clear to initiate a 
couple of [searches] subsequent- 
ly,” Dean of Undergraduate Edu- 
cation Paula Burger said. 

According to Burger, addition- 
al financial support for some of 
faculty searchers came from the 
increase in funds from tuition 
because of the unexpected over 
enrollment in the freshman class. 
The freeze did not have a strong 
effect on fledgling majors. 

“This didn’t really affect the 
archeology major at all because 
that is coming on line next year. 
We were only planning on hir- 
ing a professor this year. There 
is now a search ongoing for [that 


position] because at this point 
the hiring freeze is lifted,” Dean 
of Faculty David Bell said. He 
said the new interdisciplinary 
sustainability major will also be 
unaffected. 

“Last year we did delay the 
employment of one professor 
who would have come in and 
contributed to that program. 
However there are three new 
faculty members in that depart- 
ment, two of whom came this fall 
and one who is coming in Janu- 
ary, who are already contributing 
to the program.” Bell said. 

The program is currently search- 
ing for a fourth faculty member, 
and plans for the official launch of 
the major are on-schedule. 

Other empty positions, how- 
ever, still remain unfilled. “In 
my office we have several frozen 
positions and those positions 
will remain frozen as long as the 

freeze continues,” O’Shea said. 
Executive positions, however, 
will not be effected by the freeze. 

These include the search for 
replacements for Bell, dean of 
the School of Arts and Sciences 
Adam Falk and Dean of the Edu- 
cation School Ralph Fessler. 

“Those are obviously very 
critical executive positions and [it] 
would cause considerable disloca- 
tion if we didn't hire,” O’Shea said. 

He also said that where the 
University received money to 
support specific projects, hiring 
was able to continue. 

“The research grants we have 
received under the Federal eco- 
nomic stimulus act have involved 
hiring. That kind of position has 
been exempted from the freeze,” 
O’Shea said. 


Hopkins senior elected to New Jersey township committee, defeats long-time resident 


Political science major Gabe Plumer to assume responsibilities in January 


PLUMER, From Al 

his campaign all the way from 
across the Atlantic Ocean. 
As soon as he was home — a 
week and a half before the June 
primary election — Plumer 
jumped straight into cam- 
paigning, mostly by putting up 
homemade signs and sending 
out letters to over 1,000 homes 
in Alexandria. 

“The letter was really success- 
ful, again, because of the message 
I conveyed in the letter . . . Being 
able to connect with voters in a 
letter or with phone calls is ex- 
tremely important in my town,” 
Plumer said, citing the letters as 
one of his most successful cam- 

aign strategies. 

‘ Blaed © the scope of the 
campaign and the amount of 
work Plumer put into it, fund- 
raising was not especially neces- 
sary; almost everything was self- 
financed, from the signs to the 
stamps and envelopes. 

After his victory in the June 
primary, Plumer had to begin 
preparing for the fall campaign, 
where he ran against an indepen- 
dent, Schick, who is a lifelong 
resident of the township and is 
heavily involved in the township 

overnment. 
“It wasn’t just a kind of, ‘Oh, 
I’m running against an indepen- 
dent, it should be easy.’ It was a 


difficult campaign,” Plumer ad- 
mitted. 

Therefore, he often travelled 
back and forth from Hopkins to 
his home in order to work on his 
campaign. 

Plumer said he, “campaigned 
on a platform of three types of 
themes . . . keeping spending 
and taxes low, increasing com- 
munity involvement and bring- 
ing an energy and endurance 
to a town where there’s going 
to be new challenges ahead.” 

Before he was even elected, he 
worked with a volunteer to cre- 
ate and sell a new Web site for the 
township in order to, “provide 
increased public knowledge of 
township governance and aware- 
ness of how [its] money is being 
spent.” 

He also spent a lot of time 
getting to know officials and 
residents of Alexandria during 
his campaign so as to gain some 
ideas of how to improve the 
mechanics and budgets of the 
town. 

“1 think I really do bring a 
sense of energy and have an en- 
durance to deal with challenges 
as they come, and there will be 
challenges for our township,’ 
Plumer said, referring to why 
he believed he was better suited 
than Schick for the job. 

Although he will not be as- 


signed specific responsibilities 
in his new position until the re- 
organization meeting in Janu- 
ary, Plumer believes that they 
will include the jobs which the 
incumbent whom he beat in the 
elections had — more specifical- 
ly, deputy mayor and the chair- 
person of the Board of Health for 
the township. 

For now, there are already 
challenges which Plumer is help- 
ing to resolve. He travels home 
once a month for meetings, de- 
spite the fact that his term does 
not technically start until Janu- 
ary. 

Plumer will serve on the com- 
mittee for three years, and for 
those three years, his top priority 
is going to be working to help Al- 
exandria. 

Although he is not sure yet 
about whether he is going to 
apply to graduate school, he 
has applied for various jobs, 
but both paths will depend on 
whether he will be able to live 
in Alexandria for the next three 
years. 

Plumer said, “My intent and 
absolute priority is to be able to 
live in my township and if need 
be, commute to my job or to 
school.” 

Reactions among students to 
Plumer’s victory were generally 
mixed. 


“Tf he can handle it, it will be 
good for his experience,” fresh- 
man Kayleigh Horst said. 

“IT mainly just think it’s 
amazing that a student is do- 
ing this while he is still in col- 
lege.” 

However, her classmate, 
Irma Zhang, disagreed, saying 
that she did not believe it was 
a good idea for Plumer to have 
run. 

“His knowledge is only based 
on what he learned in books and 
school . . . he needs more life ex- 
perience first in order to become 
a better politician and serve the 
people [in Alexandria],” Zhang 
said. 

Plumer believes that it is good 
for high school and college stu- 
dents to be involved in politics, or 
at least to take an interest in their 
government. 

He admits that when he first 
filed the petition back in January 
to run for this position, he never 
believed that he would actually 
win the election, but because of 
his persistence, he can now have 
a tremendous effect on his home- 
town. 

“It kind of goes to show that 
you can do anything that you put 
your mind to and it doesn’t nec- 
essarily have to be 20 years down 


the road. It could be now if you. 


want it to be,” he said. 


in 
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Plumer is currently a senior Political Science major who was elected to a committee. 
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By SARAH TAN 


News & Features Editor 


Ever wondered if it was pos- 
sible to make E. coli smell like 
wintergreen or produce hemo- 
globin? 

The International Genetically 
Engineered Machine Competi- 
tion (IGEM), held at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), challenges its participants 
to do just that. 

“The whole point of the com- 
petition is to answer the question, 
‘can complex biological systems 
have interchangeable parts, or is 
biology just too complicated?” 
senior and co-founder of HMop- 
kins’ IGEM team James DiCarlo 
said. 

“Tt looks at the organism as a 
machine, and we basically use in- 
terchangeable parts of a genome 
to make an organism do what 
you want.” 

Hopkins’ IGEM team partici- 
pated in this year’s competition 
and received a gold medal for its 
project. 

The team was first started by 
seniors James DiCarlo and AI- 
lison Suarez in the fall of 2007 
after they took a course over the 
summer called Build a Genome, 
taught by professor Jef Boeke. 

“The course is a synthetic bio 
course, and during it, Boeke dis- 
cussed the IGEM competition, 
which showcases synthetic bio 
projects. It sounded really cool, 
so we decided to start a club and 
make a team,” DiCarlo said. 

“At some point during my 
class, [mentioned the IGEM com- 
petition, and those two [DiCarlo 
and Suarez], got really fired up 
about the whole idea, and before 


Arrest 
Bicycle Rack, Wolman Hall 


At 4:32 a.m. on Nov. 5: 


I knew it they were cooking up a 
plan,” Boeke explained. 

heir plan was to make a bet- 
ter smelling E.coli through genet- 
ic modification. 

“They decided that they didn’t 
like the smell of E.coli and they 
started thinking about how they 
could make it smell better. Could 
we give them some genes that 
would make them produce some 
sweet smelling compound? We 
started thinking about maybe 
Wintergreen or banana smells,” 
Boeke said. 

And then, when the winning 
IGEM team that fall was an- 
nounced, DiCarlo and Suarez 
were stunned. One of the big 
winners at the competition had 
been a team at MIT whose project 
had made bacteria that produced 
a banana smell anda wintergreen 
smell. 

“James and Allison were 
stunned that they had _ been 
scooped on their idea, but it also 
encouraged them that they were 
thinking along the right lines, 
and they started a team that fol- 
lowing fall,” Boeke said. 

In the first year the team en- 
tered, the fall of 2008, it attempt- 
ed to make yeast fluoresce differ- 
ent colors depending on its sex 
through toying with the yeast’s 
DNA. However, the project ul- 
timately fell through, due to the 
rigid standards of the IGEM com- 
petition. 

“We couldn’t use standard 
genetic engineering techniques 
a lot of the time, so we had a lot 
of problems in the construction 
area ©f that project. That’s actu- 


ally one reason this year’s team 
wanted to present new standards 
for making genetic systems,” Di- 


SECURI'Y ALERTS 


~ COURTESY OF JEF BOEKE 
2008 IGEM team members Alex MacMillan (left) and James DiCarlo (right) at the competition. 


Campus Police apprehended a male who was observed via the 


(CTV Monitoring during an 
cycle. He was arrested. 


-Theit” 
/Wlevel, MSE Library 


attempt to detach the seat of a bi- 


| says 
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Hopkins bio synthetics team wins gold medal at IGEM competition 


The small but promising Hopkins IGEM team discusses its successes and future goals 


COURTESY OF ROSE XIE 


Nothing scary about this Halloween for Hopkins’ IGEM team — its project won a gold medal at the compeition on Oct. 31. 


Carlo said. 

This year, the team pursued 
a less-traditional IGEM project. 
They did not create any sort of 
“machine,” but rather tried to 
suggest a new method of stan- 
dards for the competition. 

Taking inspiration from 
Boeke’s Build a Genome class, the 
team used the standards that the 
course used to create a synthetic 
yeast genome and _ suggested 
them as standards for the IGEM 
competition. 

“It was more a method and 
standards presentation, we didn’t 
really build anything this year,” 
DiCarlo said. 

The actual competition, they 
all attest, was a lot of fun. There 
were over 100 different teams 
from around the world this year, 
with the winning team hailing 
from Cambridge. 

Many of the schools that at- 
tended also had well-established 
IGEM teams. 

“There are some programs 
that have been there for a really 
long time, and they have a claim 
to their name, like UC Berkeley 
and MIT. Hopkins has every- 
thing needed for a strong IGEM 
team, we just basically need the 
undergrad interest,” senior Rose 
Xie, a member of this year’s Hop- 
kins team said. 

“Tt definitely can be intimidat- 
ing, but I think we definitely did 
a good job this year, and people 
are definitely going to start view- 
ing Hopkins as a school to be 
reckoned with.” 

Nonetheless, there are still 
some kinks that the group has to 
iron out. 

For one, funding is an issue. 
Boeke explained how because 


of their small amount of fund- 
ing, the team has not been able to 
rent hotel rooms for the past two 
years. ; 

“T make them call their friends 
in Boston and ask them if they 
can sleep on the floor, and that’s 
pretty much what we did this 
year. Last year we didn’t even 
book a flight, we rented a big 
van and we took 15 kids up ina 


was mostly made up of seniors, 
and there is some worry about 
who will form next year’s team 
and how to attract a bunch of 
committed students. 

“The main problem the team 
will have to deal with is commit- 
ting to the project. Most people 
don’t realize how much time has 
to be put into it. The teams that 
enter IGEM work at it all sum- 
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students sit around and cook up 
an idea together,’ because he 
said that the most exciting part 
of the competition is the creativ- 
ity of the ideas that are present- 
ed. 

“The great thing about under- 
graduates is they’re completely 
fearless. They’re not jaded like 
us [established researchers] who 
have been burned a few times, so 
they’re absolutely fearless about 
tackling things that nine out of 
10 scientists would tell them is 
impossible. You see some really 
creative stuff going on there,” 
Boeke said. 

Although the Hopkins IGEM 
team is small now — there were 
only seven people on this year’s 
team — Boeke said that Hopkins 
has the potential to create a team 
that makes it to the finals.“We 
have everything at Hopkins that 
you need, we have a fantastic fac- 
ulty, a great engineering school, 
great biology. Really all the in- 
gredients are here,” Boeke said. 

“Hopkins has all the potential, 
but it does take a lot of effort and 
time, and that’s where our team is 
usually weakest. Hopkins students 
are so busy most of the time, it’s 
hard for them to put the time in.” 

And though most of the stu- 
dents who were part of this year’s 
IGEM team had gotten into it 
through taking Boeke’s course, 
members of the team insist that 
it is not something that is limited 
only to biology or engineering 

students. 


15 passenger van, it was quite a 
ride,” Boeke said. 

“We have to sort of beg, bor- 
row and steal money, because it 
does cost a lot, but I like to bring 
the kids up there because it’s 
such a great experience.” 

In addition, this year’s team 


COURTESY OF JEF BOEKE 
The Stata Center building at MIT plays host to the IGEM competition, which takes place every fall. 


mer. You need to pick students 
who are willing to devote their 
time,” said senior Ingrid Spiel- 
man, another member of this 
year’s IGEM team. 

Boeke hopes that next year’s 
team will pursue a more tradi- 
tional IGEM project, “where the 


“Ym actually a 
Material Science ma- 
jor, so it’s sort of out 
of the way for me, 
but I think it was 
a great experience 
to be able to work 
on a [science] team. 
They’re only a few 
chances you get to 
do that — if you're 
a BME, or if you're 
in a competition,” 
Spielman said. 

Senior Pablo 
Lee, a computer 
science major who 
made many of the 
programs that 
helped with this 
year’s IGEM proj- 
ect, agreed. 

“T think anyone 
with an_ interest 
in science would 
have fun. For me, it 
opened this entire 
field of computer 
science that I had never consid- 
ered before, and I liked it,” Lee 
said. 

For those interested in getting 
involved, the Hopkins IGEM team 
will be holding a general meeting 
on Friday at 7 p.m. in room 23 of 
Mudd Hall. 


SGA voles against supporting campus-wide smoking ban 


SGA, FROM Al 
expressed disappointment. 

“T would like to emphasize 
that we do have the scientific 
evidence to support how effec- 
tive a campus-wide smoking 
ban would be. . . but I do ap- 
preciate that the 


off-campus in heavily trafficked 
areas,” he said, 

“Tjust think that a full-out ban 
would create de facto smoking ar- 
eas just off campus,” he said. 

Many SGA members simply 
questioned the feasibility of en- 


future, although the resolution 
states that the SGA would not 
support such a measure. 

The evidence put forth by 
HKB, a study performed by Re- 
pace Associates, a consulting 
service that focuses on the ef- 


SGA has taken 
this step to con- 
sider this,” Du- 
rica said. 

She referenced 
a court  deci- 
sion stating that 
someone's right 
to smoke should 
not be considered 
above a_ person's 
right to health. 

Freshman pres- 
ident Wyatt Larkin 
countered with 
the argument that 
until legislation 
states otherwise, 
the right to smoke 
does exist. 

“Until — there 
is a law that says 
otherwise, or the 
administration 
otherwise, 


a certain right to 


WILL SHEPHERDSON/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
people do a have The SGA passed resolution on smoking that would move ashtrays away from building entrances. 


of a fine on students smoking. 
The original HKB proposal had 
included implementation of a $15 
fine for students smoking in ar- 
eas too close to buildings. 

The resolution also did not 
forbid student events promoting 
tobacco, stating that such an act 
would, “unfairly limit the free ex- 
pression rights of student groups 
on campus.” 

The resolution will be sent to 
Susan Boswell, dean of student 
life, and to Paula Burger, dean of 
undergraduate education. 

They will decide whether to 
put the resolution into effect. Stu- 
dents had mixed reactions to the 
SGA’s decision. 

“I feel like it is a good decision 
because it will add to the quality 
of life and quality of air around 
campus .. . I feel like, I’m not a 
smoker, but if a smoker is smok- 
ing near me, they're forcing me, 
in a way, to take in the second- 
hand smoke that I don’t want 
to take in,” Ariel Zhao, a junior, 
said. 

“I'm not a smoker myself but I 
think that’s kind of questionable. 
In terms of smokers’ rights I’ve 
always thought you can do what 
you want,” Edmund Ruge said. 

“If you're outside not bother- 


fects of second smoke, showed 
that secondhand smoke can be 
detected at a distance of 23 feet, 
showing the current ten foot 
boundary to be ineffective in 
preventing secondhand smoke 
exposure. ' 

The amended resolution also 
did not support the imposition 


do what they want,” he said. 

Sophomore senator Mark 
Dirzulaitis also commented 
on the possibility of increased 
density of secondhand smoke 
in areas immediately off-cam- 
pus. 

“You could have this increased — 
J amount secondhand smoke just 


forcing a campus-wide ban and 
emphasized the importance of 
taking gradual steps towards the 
possibility of a smoke-free cam- 
pus. 

Sophomore senator Karen 
Poreh did add that she was not 
opposed to raising the possibil- 
ity of a full smoking ban in the 


ing anyone it’s okay. In terms of 
secondhand smoking, I don’t 
think 30 feet is going to have an 
effect either way on people who 
aren't smoking so I guess I’m op- 
posed to [the ban}. 
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6 Share the best part of yourself, give blood at the next 
Homewood Campus Drive. 


Type 0 and other blood type donors needed on Wethnes- 
day and Thursday, November 18 and19, from 7:30 a.m. to 


5:45 p.m. in the Glass Pavilion. 


6 To schedule an appointment online, go to 
Jhu.edu/outreach/blooddrive 
For more info, call 443-997-6060. 
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University granted funds 
irom economic stimulus 


By RIAN DAWSON 
Stat? Writer 


Hopkins has recently received 
314 grants from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009, the economic stimulus 
package passed by Congress ear- 
lier this year. 

With grants funded by the 
ARRA, Hopkins has been able 
to create 80 new positions, 46 of 
which have been filled as of Nov. 
4, university spokesperson Den- 
nis O'Shea said. The various jobs 
created include research techni- 
cians, lab assistants and research 
nurses. 

O’Shea said both the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) and Na- 
tional Science Foundation (NSF) 
were given 


been made by individual units, 
not by the senior administra- 
tion, and they have been gen- 
erally one here, another there, 
rather than in large numbers. 
For instance, there has been only 
one in the Government, Com- 
munity and Public Affairs office 
of which I am a part. There have 
been several other vacancies left 
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Things I’ve Learned with Steve Hanke 


The economic professor discusses the causes of the recession, and his hopes for future recovery 


By JOYNITA SUR 
Staff Writer 


Ever wonder why we had two 
recessions in less than 10 years or 
how the current recession is go- 
ing to end? 

To discuss the causes of the 
financial crises, potential recov- 
ery scenarios and Austrian eco- 


unfilled, but nomics, The 
only one out- News-Letter 
right layoft Economics sat down 
[here].” with Profes- 


The stimulus has proven ben- 
eficial to Hopkins in that it has 
created several jobs and funded 
research. But, as a whole, there 
are differing opinions as to how 


sor Steve Hanke, who serves as 
co-director of the Hopkins In- 


| stitute for Applied Economics 


effective the stimulus has been | 


for the overall U.S. economy. 
“I think the 


$12.4 billion to = 
underwrite re- 
search grants. 
Of the total 
ARRA-funded 
grants the uni- 
versity has re- 
ceived, 89 per- 
cent was from 
NIH and nine 


Some people now 
working on stimulus 
projects might have 
been laid off later had 
the stimulus projects 
not come through. 


wise policy for 
combating the 
recession and 
helping the 
overall econo- 
my,” Econom- 
ics Professor 
Laurence Ball 
said. “To the 


percent from extent it helps 

NSF. D : JHU directly, 

. —DE H y 

“Of our 314 NNIS O'S aah so much the 
total ARRA UNIVERSITY SPOKESPERSON better.” 

grants, 212 are The re- 


to the School 
of Medicine,” O'Shea said. “An- 
other 28 are to the Krieger School 
of Arts and Sciences and 22 to the 
Whiting School of Engineering.” 

In computing the number of 
jobs the stimulus created on cam- 
pus, O’Shea said there are some 
exclusions. 

“This does not include the 
faculty and graduate students 
whose work is supported by the 
ARRA projects,” O’Shea said. “It 
also does not include employees 
previously working here who did 
not have to be laid off when their 
previous funding ran out. And 
it does not include non-Johns 
Hopkins jobs that are supported 
by our spending out of the grant 
money.” 

O’Shea also said that the 
stimulus has saved some jobs, al- 
beit very few. The exact number, 
however, is difficult to compute 
because of various factors. 

“So far, only a handful of em- 
ployees have been identified as 
having been able to keep their 
jobs as a result of the stimulus, 
but that is a very difficult thing 
to identify,” O’Shea said. 

The spokesman could not 
speculate how many jobs might 
have been saved. 

“Often, people are kept on 
for a time after the grants they 
are working on expire. So some 
people now working on stimulus 
projects might have been laid off 
later had the stimulus projects 
not come through,” he said. 

It is not known, O’Shea said, 
whether the number of jobs the 
stimulus helped create surpassed 
the number of layoffs that were 
made due to the recession. 

“There has been, to my knowl- 
edge, no central accounting for 
the number of layoffs univer- 
sity-wide due to the recession, 
so it’s not really possible to com- 
pare the layoff numbers with the 
stimulus job numbers,” O’Shea 
said. “Decisions on layoffs have 


search that is 
being conducted with the help of 
the grants is not limited to nebu- 
lous scientific pursuits such as a 
“virtual biopsy” on brain tumors 
or the attempt to decode some of 
the human approximate number 
system. Grant money has been 
doled out to various research 
projects in both the Krieger and 
Whiting Schools, as well as the 
School of Medicine. 

Experts from the Heritage 
Foundation, however, do not see 
the benefits so readily, though. 

Brian Ried], a senior research 
fellow at the foundation recently 
published an article outlining 
why the stimulus has failed to do 
its job, 

“In a January report, White 
House economists predicted the 
bill would create (not merely 
save) 3.3 million jobs,” Ried] 
wrote in his article. “Since then, 
2.8 million jobs have been lost, 
pushing unemployment toward 
10 percent. 

“The simple reason govern- 
ment spending fails to end reces- 
sions is that Congress does not 
have a vault of money waiting to 
be distributed. Every dollar Con- 
gress ‘injects’ into the economy 
must first be taxed or borrowed 
out of the economy. No new in- 
come, and therefore no new de- 
mand, is created. They are mere- 
ly redistributed from one group 
of people to another.” 

However, at Hopkins the 
grants have been viewed positive- 
ly, as shown by the fact that three 
Hopkins researchers attended an 
event at the White House with 
Vice President Joe Biden to attest 
to the stimulus’ success. 

The three Hopkins researchers 
invited were vice provost for aca- 
demic affairs Michela Gallagher, 
vice dean for clinical investiga- 
tions Dan Ford and David Sid- 
ransky, director of head and neck 
cancer research as the school of 
medicine. 


stimulus wasa | 


| error in the price index,” 


| interest rates to an unprec- 


as well as the Study of Business 
Enterprise. 

Hanke is also a Senior Fellow 
at the Cato Institute in Washing- 
ton D.C., a columnist for Forbes 
magazine and a renowned cur- 
rency and commodity trader. 

Here he presents his thoughts 
on the current financial crisis, the 
possible path the recovery will 
take and economic models. 


Cause of the Financial Crisis 


One common explanation for 
the financial crisis involves the 
real estate “bubble”. The Federal 
Reserve (Fed) kept interest rates 
too low for too long, banks like 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
pushed sub-prime mortgages 
on unsuspecting consumers, 


| Wall Street packaged mortgage 


debts into derivatives and finan- 
cial models predicted real estate 
prices would increase indefi- 
nitely. 

What Hanke feels was not ad- 
dressed appropriately is the Fed’s 
inflation targeting policy. In No- 
vember 2002, then-Fed governor 
Ben Bernake gave a talk about his 
fear that the U.S. economy would 
soon experience deflation. 

“Bernake convinced Greens- 
pan that deflation was 


goods or servic- 
es. An example 
is the falling 
price of laptops 
from productiv- 
ity efficiencies; 
your laptop to- 
day can do more 
than the laptop 
you had five 
years ago, and is 
probably cheap- 
er as well. 


It would 
seem _ deflation 
is favorable 


compared to the 
alternative: in- 
flation. Inflation 
reduces the pur- 
chasing power 
of currency. 

Unfortunate- 
ly, during the 
Great _Depres- 
sion the U.S. ex- 
perienced a bout 
of “bad” defla- 
tion when the 
Fed dramatically 
reduced the cur- 
rency supply. 

What is more 
unfortunate is 
that Bernanke 
was a student of 
the Great Depression (a fact he 
likes to remind the populace of 
every so often). 

His fear of deflation coupled 
with his incorrect evaluation of 
the U.S. economy back in 2002, 
led the Fed to slash interest rates 
and fuel the ensuing asset bub- 
bles. 


A “W Recovery” 


“Normally, the shape of a 
recovery following a financial 
panic is a ‘V’, because there is 
an enormous capacity for the 


of the dollar. 

“A weak dollar causes higher 
commodity prices, which ulti- 
mately feed through to higher 
rates of inflation,’ Professor 
Hanke said. 

His main point is that he ex- 
pects the U.S. to see a slow re- 
covery, a weak dollar, rising 
commodity prices and high un- 
employment rates. But the Fed 
will eventually have to start fight- 
ing inflation, which will trigger 
the second dip in the W. 


Austrian Economics 


eminent and a significant 
threat. It later turned out 
that Bernake was thrown 
off-base by a statistical 


Hanke said. 
As a result, the Fed cut 


edented low of 1 percent 


in July 2003. 
This caused a credit 
boom and  commod- 


ity bubble, which became 
particularly apparent dur- 
ing the summer of 2008 
when gas prices were as 
high as $4 a gallon. Food 
prices skyrocketed as 
well, which especially 
hurt third world econo- 
mies. 

According to Hanke, 
commodity bubbles are 
created primarily by 
loose money and the dol- 
lar’s depreciation. 

“Around 55 to 65 per- 
cent of commodity price 
increases were attributable to a 
decrease in the value of the dol- 
lar,” he said. 

As early as 2007 the economy 
was slowing down, but the Fed 
was equally slow to take action, 
and as a result the recession hit. 

Why was Bernake concerned 
about deflation to begin with? 
Deflation occurs when the same 
amount of money will buy more 
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Hanke believes that mistakes made by the Federal Reserve Board contributed to the current recession. 


Hanke said. 

Similarly, many current econ- 
omists, including Hanke, had 
predicted the real estate bubble 
and ensuing crash well in ad- 
vance of the financial crises last 
year. 

Many Austrian principles, 
such as Ludwig Lachmann’s 
idea that stock markets reflect 
future expectations, analysis 
of business cycles and Oskar 
Morgenstern’s ideas about game 
theory, have been absorbed by 
mainstream economic think- 
ing. 

The Federal Reserve, 
however, is primarily of 
the neo-Keynesian bent. 

“Opportunists find in 

_ Keynes’ ideas a justifica- 
tion to ratchet up govern- 
ment outlays. Once the 
scope and scale of gov- 
ernment become larger, 
it’s hard to turn back the 
clock.” Hanke said. 

An example of this is 
the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment Act passed during 
the Great Depression to 
subsidize farming. Still 
in existence decades 
later, farm subsidies hit 
record levels last year, 
just as commodity pric- 
es also reached record 
levels. 


Thoughts for Students 


If a general student 


COURTESY OF WWWMUSEUMOFFAMILYHISTORY.COM 
Some economists studied The Great Depression, but still did not notice warning signs in modern times. 


market to rejuvenate,” Hanke 


said. 

He explained that we did 
not experience a ‘V’ recovery 
primarily because of a phenom- 
enon known as regime uncer- 
tainty. 

Regime uncertainty results 
when people become concerned 
with the stability of private 
property rights because the 
government begins nationaliz- 


Austrian economic princi- 
ples predicted many of the as- 
set bubbles in the last 100 years. 
Ludwig von Mises, one of the 
fathers of the Austrian school, 
anticipated the Great Depres- 
sion in The Theory of Money and 
Credit (1912). 

“Mises was offered a posi- 
tion in the Creditanstalt [a pri- 
vate bank in Vienna, Austria], 


is interested in learning 
more about econom- 
ics, Hanke recommends 
Henry Hazlitt’s Economics in 
One Lesson as a good start. It 
uses economic analysis to dem- 
onstrate how economists think 
about a variety of problems and 
is an easy, readily understand- 
able read for an amateur. 

Hanke also recommends that 
students heed the five P’s: Prior 
preparation prevents poor per- 
formance. 

“Students must keep their eye 


but he refused it because he 
anticipated a crash and did not 
want to be associated with it.” 


ing businesses. 

Hanke also points to the im- 
portance of government outlays. 
He notes that under the Clinton 
presidency and Republican Con- 
gress, government outlays were 
around 18.5 percent of GDP. 

Bush left office with outlays 
around 23 percent. Obama’s first 
year outlay is 26 percent. The 
Congressional Budget Office’s 
optimistic forecast for govern- 
ment outlays in 2019 is 24 per- 
cent of GDP, based on the current 
budget. 

“Outlays at 24 percent of GDP 
are outside the post-World War 
Il range and this makes people 
very anxious,” Hanke said. 

Outlays foretell future taxes, 
because they are either financed 
by taxes or bonds. Taxes are paid 
now, whereas bond finance is 
equivalent to purchasing on an 
installment plan. 

“We are witnessing a slower 
recovery than usual, because tax- 
payers know they will ultimately 
have to pay the bills and are wor- 
ried,” Hanke said. 

He argued that the Fed is con- 
tinuing its  inflation-targeting 
monetary policy described above 
and does not care about the value 


on the ball and prepare for what 
will hit them in the real world,” 
Hanke advised. 
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CORRECTIONS | 


In the Nov. 5 edition of The Mews-Letter, there were numerous. 
errors in the article “Creative and concise ‘Ignite’ talks draws Balti- 
more crowds.” Several phrases from the article ba- | 


tim from an article on the same topic that was 


RATES 
SERINE: 


oe 


= 


Ne aR ee 


RARE AE RRR j 


citi ee 


ee 


Be 


shithetsag ss Se a sertaaes 
en: is erty — pee 


BERING 


» ie Mi ae et te he re he —S. a oe 


ee Eee eee eee ls id h 


me. Fe. yey! iL” >. ee 


NOVEMBER 12, 2009 


Tue JoHuNs Hopkins News-Letrer 


TUCKER MAX, rrom Al 
while in Cancun, he challenged a 
group of girls to a non-traditional 
drinking game. 

“You six do a shot, one shot a 
piece, and then I'll do six shots, 
one for each of you. It took a few 
minutes for me to explain this 
to them, they go to Big Ten, give 
them a break,” he said. ; 

This game resulted in his Pass- 
ing out, waking up confused next 
to a girl who asked, “Tucker, why 
is there a condom in my ass?” 
His response: “I don’t even know 
who you are.” 

Max used this story to take a 
jab at critics who say he promotes 
“rape culture.” 

. guess she raped me, because 
I was too drunk to consent,” Max 
said. 

“The moral of this story is 
don’t go to Cancun for spring 
break if you're a girl,” he said. 

Akbari first decided to pro- 
test this event a month and a half 
ago. 

A classmate who serves on 
the HOP asked how she felt about 
the HOP inviting Tucker Max to 
capus. Akbari had read his work, 
and felt it was misogynistic and 
hateful. 

She advised against hosting 
Max, saying, “I really feel like it 
would be a bad solution for the 
Hop to bring him to Hopkins, es- 
pecially in light of the increase in 
sexual assaults on campus.” 

She knew then, she said, that, 
“If the HOP did bring him, I 
would feel a moral obligation to 
protest the event.” 

And protest she has. 

Akbari e-mailed a large group 
of students. Last Thursday and 
Friday, they wrote to administra- 
tors. 

The message they conveyed 
included the statement that, 
“The things he says degrade ey- 
erything our University stands 
for.” 

That weekend, the group of 
students publicized the situation 
to parents who were here for Par- 
ents’ Weekend. 

“We raised awareness among 
parents as to where their tuition 
dollars were going . . . and who 
Tucker Max was. Then many par- 
ents sent letters.” 

Monday, they hosted a form- 
letter writing campaign on the 
breezeway. In six hours, they 
wrote 355 letters to Ray Gillian, 
Vice Provost for Institutional Eq- 
uity. 

Akbari described the letters 
as, “tremendous outpouring of 
support for women’s rights at 
Hopkins.” 

Gillian released a statement 
saying that on a personal level, 
he, “share[s] in the sentiments 
that Tucker Max’s routine is very 
crude and offensive, and any- 
thing but comedic.” 

However, his office deter- 
mined the speech was not in 
violation of the Anti-Harassment 
policy. 

“JHU student organizations 
like the HOP are not told by the 
University administration who 
they can and cannot invite to 
campus,” Gillian said. 

Akbari hosted an event at One 
World Cafe during the time that 
Max gave his speech. 

Along with providing food 
and drinks, the event sought to 
discuss issues of equality and tol- 
erance and women’s rights and 

safety. 

According to Dean of Under- 
graduate Education Paula Burger, 
the One World Café event was, 
“An attempt to provide an alter- 
native to the Tucker Max event 
and a place for different ideas to 
be considered.” 

She explained that Susan Bo- 
swell, Dean of Student Life, had 
offered to reimburse students 
who attended the alternate event 
if they spent money on food. 

Boswell could not be reached 
for comment by press time. 

Since the event was not pre- 
vented, Akbari thinks the HOP 
should apologize for its decision 
to bring Max to Hopkins. 

“The Hop needs to take ac- 
countability for inviting him to 
campus, and it should probably 
in some way issue an apology to 
all the women and racial minori- 
ties on campus,” Akbari said. 

“Whenever we were initially 
planning, we didn’t really foresee 
any controversy. Of course that 
has since happened and we've 
dealt with it as we’ve seen appro- 
priate,” Hop co-chair and BME 
Senior Chris Mihalsky said. 

The group voted to uphold the 
event. 

_ “We listened to a few of the 
main people who were offend- 


ed by the event, and we heard 
what they had to say, and as a 
group The HOP, which is about 
30 or 40 members, voted on 
whether or not we wanted to 
continue the event,” Mihalsky 
said 

Students in attendance gener- 
ally found Max's speech milder 
than they had anticipated. 

After his opening _ story, 
Max’s speech focused more on 
the necessity for each individ- 
ual to “blaze [their] own trail” 
in life 

“It was pretty funny. A lot 
more like self-help. I thought it 
was just going to be stories about 
him banging girls and stuff. But 
it was good. It was funny,” Tom 
O'Donnell, a freshman, said. 

“Il thought it was good. I 
thought he did a great job ex- 
pressing his opinions. 

I definitely think it was ap- 
propriate [for the HOP to pay to 
bring him], because he brought 
a different message than what 
people [expected],” junior Casey 
Blythe said. ’ 

“T was going to into it think- 
ing it was just going to be sex sto- 
ries and stuff, but I really liked 
the idea that he was giving ev- 
eryone a personal message. And 
he’s right, a--holes do finish first,” 
Theodore Generous, a sopho- 
more, said. 

“Tt wasn’t what I thought it was 
going to be, but it was pleasant. I 
liked that he actually had some 
motivational speaking, instead of 
just crude humor. I did [enjoy it]. I 
think the protesting ahead of the 
event was kind of meaningless, 
because he didn’t say anything 
that was overly rude or demean- 
ing to women,” freshman Timari 
Yow said. 

“It wasn’t what I expected. 
It was more about your life and 
doing things that you want to 
do, which for him was writing 
about hooking up with girls, 
which is not what I expected. I 
was expecting sex stories .. . It 
was more about how to live your 
life. He had a valuable message 
and he’s someone we'd actually 
listen to, instead of just some bor- 
ing speaker,” freshman Brittany 
Smith said. 

Even though she had heard the 
speech was relatively mild, Akbari 


Max was funded by the HOP to speak in Shriver, although the move was protested. 


Hopkins ROTC hosts Steven 
Rouse, miliary medical expert 


By LAURA MUTH 
News & Features Editor 


Last Thursday, the Blue Jay 
Battalion Reserve Officers’ Train- 
ing Corps (ROTC) hosted Dr. Ste- 
ven Rouse in the first event for 
their medical speaker series this 


year. 


Rouse is the director of 3- 
D medical applications at the 
Walter Reed Army Medical 
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Tucker Max arouses controversy 


still felt the protest was necessary. 

“I think that it is still worth 
protesting bringing speakers to | 
campus who undeniably have 
an extremely long record of hate 
speech, and who have obviously 
made no attempt to rescind state- 
ments or change their attitudes,” 
Akbari said. 

“The fact is that this is a man 
who has reached the place where 
Hopkins pays him tens of thou- 
sands of dollars for an hour of his 
time by building a career of slur- 
ring racial minorities 
and the disabled.” 

Evan Lazerowitz, the Vice | 
President of the Student Govern- | 
ment Association (SGA), agreed 
with the general assessment of | 
the event and seemed pleased | 
with the success of the event. | 

He felt that the event itself was | 
distinct from Max’s more contro- 
versial past. 

“The concerns that people op- | 
posed to the event brought up 
were very valid issues that need | 
to be addressed on campus... | 
issues like rape and sexual as- | 
sault,” he said. | 

“But I didn’t see any connec- | 
tion between those issues and the 
event I just sat through . . . most 
of the objections were based on 
content that didn’t occur.” 

He acknowledged that the 
fact that many of the individu- 
als who opposed Max’s public 
persona would probably not 
change their opinion of him af- 
ter his speech, but that people 
who were simply concerned 
with the content he would pres- 
ent at Hopkins might be willing 
to re-evaluate their opinions of 
him. 

Ultimately, he did not believe 
the controversy surround this 
event would cause a major shift 
in policy regarding the HOP in- 
viting speakers. 

“It’s not our job to sit in on ev- 
ery HOP meeting and say who 
they can and can’t invite,’ he 
said. 

“And their job is to find some- | 
one who appeals to the student 
body .. . and the judge of that is 
who attends their events.” 

He mentioned that Shriver 
was filled to capacity for the | 
event. Over 1,400 students were 
in attendance. 


women, 
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medical professionals from all 
branches of the military to give 
students a broader perspective on 
the opportunities available. 
“Being close to Walter Reed 
and the many other military fa- 
cilities like Fort Meade makes 
getting folks easy enough,” he 


wrote. 

Thursday’s event presented 
information about the research 
being done by military doctors in 


Center. 3-D imaging. 

According to Lieutenant Colonel This research has a number 
Stephen Pomper, the head professor of benefits, according to Rouse, 
of military science at Hopkins, the which included improved care 


medical speaker series was meant 
to inform students about the op- 
portunities for a medical education 


or career in the military. 


“We in the ROTC offer this 
once a semester to . . . provide 
uniformed opportunities for stu- 
dents that desire a profession in 
medicine,” he wrote in an e-mail 


to The News-Letter. 


He wrote that although the 
ROTC at Hopkins is associated 
with the Army, the speaker se- 
ries brought in doctors and other 


for patients in the fields of com- 
plex orthopedics and amputee 
care as well as enabling surgical 
teams to better prepare for pro- 
cedures. 

But the core message of his 
presentation was a_ broader 
theme: the necessity for constant 
innovation in medical care. 

“My military career gave me 
the opportunity to keep grow- 
ing. Medicine is about not being 
satisfied with what we are doing 
now,” he said. 


The ALPHA DELTA PHI 
Johns Hopkins Chapter | 


Is pleased to announce the 
winners of the 2009 
Freshman Literary Competition 
for a composition 
in the style of 
Edgar Allan Poe: 


casi keas wkasoegs wea | 


Rachel Ayers, ‘13 
Poe’s Visitor 
Grand Prize of $250 


Emily Bihl, ‘13 
The Tell Tale Harbor 
First Prize of $100 


Emily Cortright, ‘13 
Adelaide 
Second Prize of $100 


ME AIOR ICH Mae 


Alpha Delta Phi 
was founded by Samuel Eells 
at Hamilton College in 1832. 
The Johns Hopkins Chapter 
was established in 1889 
by and under the direction of 
Bro. Daniel Coit Gilman, Yale ‘52 
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Jury selected as 
Dixon makes first 


Maryland Court for the past 14 years. 


ia and South Carolina. 


Both of Maryland’s senators 
led support for Davis, which re- 


COURTESY OF WWW.MDLABORG 
Judge Andre Davis is set to join the fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. Born in Balti 
more, Davis has served on the District of 
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News In Briel 
In Other College News 


Uproar as UMass 
faculty invite 

convicted terrorist 
to make a speech 


Despite opposition from Uni- 
versity administrators and state 
politicians, faculty from the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts at Am- 


© | herst will continue with their 


plans to host a convicted terrorist 

as a speaker. 
Ray Luc Levasseur commit- 
| ted several bombings, including 
one attack on the Suffolk County 
Courthouse in 1976 that injured 

| dozens. 

The founder of the United 
| Freedom Front, Levasseur was 


Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl has 
introduced a col- 
lege tuition tax 
of one percent 


as part of his 
plan to spend 
more than $450 


million of his 
budget. 

The tax would 
effect students at 
universities and 
colleges —includ- 
ing, Duquesne 
University and 
Carneige Mellon 
University — as 
well as those in 
culinary school 
and secondary 
education institu- 
tions. 


COURTESY OF WWWJKGGROUP.COM 


Mayor Ravenstahl has proposed a tax on college tuition. 


Ravenstahl justified the tax 
to the press by highlighting the 


sulted in a strong 72-16 vote of | convicted of using force while 
support. attempting to overthrow the gov- 
Davis, 60, has been a federal | ernment and spent 18 years in jail 
judge on the District of Maryland | until his 2004 release. 
Court since his 1995 nomination | In a statement released to the 
by President Bill Clinton. He | press, UMass President Jack Wil- 
graduated cum laude from the | son stressed that the invitation 
University of Maryland School of | to speak did not come from the | 
Law in 1978. University and no state funds | 


were being used as payment for 
Man pleads 


| | | SrA no way of preventing | 
guilty in theft of 
Ripkin statue 


a speaking appearance, based on 
the free speech and free assembly 
| rights we enjoy in this country | 
A Maryland resident has ad- 
mitted that he was one of the men | 
responsible for stealing a monu- 


court apperance 


A jury has been selected in the 
upcoming case against Baltimore 
Mayor Sheila Dixon. 

On Monday Dixon made her 
first court appearance and pled 
not guilty to the seven counts 
against her. 

Attorneys on both sides then 
began the process of sorting 
through more than 100 possible 
jurors. 

The jury is comprised of three 
men and nine women, all of 
whom are from Baltimore. 


Senate appoints 
Baltimore judge 
to Court of Appeals 


A Baltimore native has been 
selected to serve on the fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

On Monday the Senate con- 
firmed Andre Davis to the posi- 
tion on the court, which is re- 
sponsible for making decisions 
that come out of Maryland, West 
Virginia North Carolina, Virgin- 


Staff Writer 


On Monday 


man Club and 
| partment, and 


| Wall. 


newborns. 


and based on well-established 
principles of academic freedom,” 
Massachusetts Governor De- 
val Patrick is one of the many 
ment honoring a local sports hero 
from outside of Camden Yards. tion to Levasseur. 
Orioles player Cal Ripken was | Pittsburgh Mayor 
stolen on Sept. 9. 
three others are believed to 
have driven off with the statue | college tuition 
sey number, in the back of their 
truck. College students in Pitts- 
of our students 
ages and replacement. No word | on their education if the city 
on how charges against the three | mayor’s budget proposal is ap- 


Wilson said. 
| who have spoken out in opposi- | 
The statue honoring Baltimore 
Jason Stoneburner, 19, and | proposes tax on 
of a number eight, Ripken’s jer- 
Stoneburner must pay fordam- | burgh may soon see a tax 
other suspects will be dealt with. | proved. 


students in a 
periential way, 


Mifflin said. 
Events also 


concluded with 
monologues 


part by a 
grant to the 
German De- 
partment 
from the 
German Em- 
bassy and 
its “Free- 
dom With- 
out Walls’ 
initiative. A 
representa- 
tive from 
the Embassy 
was also 


German 


7:00am - 9:00pm 
Monday-Saturday 


10% discount after 
4:00 pm with JHU 
Student discount card. 


out. 


that happened. 
very, 


oration. 

“A lot of us 
in our genera- 
tion forget that 
we were born 
kind of at the 
end of Commu- 
nism,” he said. 
“We don’t have 
this two world 
mentality. And 
I think a lot of 
the students, 
through their 
presentations 
and through 
coming to our 


Become a Carma’s Cafe 
facebook fan for news 
& special offers! 


events, have 
found out more 

0y about it.” 
QS Br etar tet 
ee people have 


asked us ‘Why 
are you build- 
ing the Berlin 
Wall?’ After all 


Ogg0e 


Schools would 
onto tuition and the $16 million 
per year raised would be used 
to aid Pittsburgh’s pension fund 
and the local library system. 


off a week spent commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the fall of 
| the Berlin Wall. 

| The week of activities was 
sponsored by the Hopkins Ger- 


such as the construction of a 
replica portion of the Berlin 


Organizers hoped that stu- 
dents would recognize the sig- 
nificance of an event that, for 
many, happened when they were 


“Given the reality that most 


1989, the idea of the project is to 
bring this history to a wider and 
younger audience and to engage 


academically through their own 
self-designed projects,” German 
Club adviser Deborah McGee- 


series and guest lecturers and 
media presentations, posters and 


The week was sponsored in 


present at the festivities. 
Club 
and Senior Michael Arnst was 
pleased with how the final eve- 
ning of commemoration turned 


“We were aiming for 50 to 60 
people to show up, and I think 


very important people 
here,” Arnst said. “I think we’ve 
attracted the attention that we 
wanted to this past week.” 

As project manager for the 
student's responsibilities, Arnst 
was also pleased with the overall 
effect of the week-long commem- 


add the tax 


Hopkins capped 


the German De- 
included events 


were just born in 


cultural and ex- 
as well as more 


number of city services, includ- 
ing the police and fire depart- 
ments, that students utilize. The 
mayor has dubbed the tax the 
“Fair Share Tax.” 


ae Bee? me a 
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Students gathered on Homewood to commemorate the symbolic end of the Cold War. 


it is asymbol of division and re- 
pression,” McGee-Mifflin said. 
“The reasons are varied — it 
is big, visual and draws peo- 


ple into conversations. Within 


included a film 
a series of multi- 


perience.” 


Within minutes of the 

Wall being put up... 

undergrads were lining 

up to graffiti it. It was a 

visceral experience. 

— DeBoraH McGee-MirFun, 
GERMAN CLuB ADVISER 


President 


minutes of the Wall being put 
up on Friday at Levering Plaza, 
undergrads were lining up to 
graffiti it. It was a visceral ex- 


Events for the final night in- 


cluded pre- 
sentations 
from the 
advanced 
German 
students, 
multimedia 
presenta- 
tions from 
intermedi- 
ate students 
and a dra- 
matic piece 
performed 
by a student. 


To cap off the evening, the par- 
ticipants went outside to “tear 
down that wall” they had build 
in front of Levering. 

Subjects of the student projects 


ranged from examining graffiti 


There are a few __ police agency. 


Sophomores 


the subject. 


found on the wall to a project on 
the Stasi, the East German secret 


Andrew Cote 
and Tyler Mordecai chose graffiti 
as their topic. Cote said the pow- 
er of graffiti is what drew him to 


“We chose graffiti because to 
young students, art is extremely 
important and expressive,” Cote 


said. “It’s a non-combative way 


MARY 


DZWONCHYK PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Throughout the week the German club sought to education students about the walls fall. 
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Students pursue 
world record for 
largest sushi roll 


Students at the University of 
California have created a sushi 
roll that they believe will break 
world records. 

The school’s Centre for Japa- 
nese Studies crafted a massive 
California roll as part of their 
50th Anniversary  celebra- 
tions. 

The roll was 330 feet long, and 
required 200 pounds of rice to 
make. 

An additional 180 pounds of 
fish, 80 pounds of avocado and 
80 pounds of cucumber were 
needed. 

In 2001, the current record 
holder — a 300 foot roll — was 
made in Hawaii. 


— Briefs by Marie Cushing 


Hopkins remembers fall of the Berlin Wall 


By RIAN DAWSON 


of expressing anger and _pro- 
test against what was going on 
between East and West Berlin. 
There is nothing else like that in 
history. We thought it would be 
cool and that we'd get a great re- 
sponse.” 

Mordecai shared much the 
same view. But what he most 
appreciated about the topic was 
the wall’s dual function as both 
a tangible symbol and as a can- 
vas for expression and frustra- 
tion. 

“The Berlin Wall provided a 
unique venue,” Mordecai said. 
“Protesters were able to vent 
themselves on the symbol of 
what they were trying to pro- 
test. The symbol of divide and 
oppression and _ censorship 
by the East German govern- 
ment, and ultimately, the Soviet 
Union.” 

For a more first-hand account, 
sophomores Caitlin Ialenti and 
Dominique Marshall conducted 
interviews with those who were 
witnesses to the wall coming 
down. 

“It gives us a first-hand ac- 
count rather than just going to 
read it in our textbook or hear- 
ing about it in class,” Ialenti said. 
“As important as that is, it’s also 
important to hear how people 
felt. 

As a departure from some of 
the other topics being covered, 
freshmen Leah Harrell and Kelly 
Sadamitsu chose to highlight the 
Stasi. 

“We thought it would be inter- 
esting, because in Germany, it’s a 
common. topic,” 
Harrell said. 
“But here in the 
United States, 
a lot of people 
don’t know what 
it is. And it was 
kind of an im- 
portant part of 
East Germany.” 

“A lot of 
people were do- 
ing the actual 
Berlin Wall it- 
self and escape 
routes and all 
these _—differ- 
ent things,” 
Sadamitsu 
said. “And this 
hadn't come up 
yet. We decid- 
ed it would be 
something new 
to present.” 
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ucker Max is great at 
what he does. He is 
funny, he is a talented 
writer, he knows his 
audience, and, believe 
it or not, he is a very intelligent 
guy. He is well aware of why he 
is sO popular and why he has 
so many fans. He is a self-pro- 
claimed “assh--e” and “douche- 
bag” and he has no problem prof- 
iting from his titles. Why should 
he? He is the man. i 
Oddly enough, not everyone 
shares my opinion. I guess not 
everyone can be 


victimized by Mr. Max? Further- 
more, had any of the women in 
Tucker's been 
ized” by the author? 

Being the bookish fellow that I 
am, my library is quite well-round- 
ed (Dickens, Tolstoy, Clemmons 
and, of course, Max). So when | got 
back to my place, I pulled out my 
dog-eared copy of | Hope They Serve 
Beer In Hell, Tucker Max's book, 
and thumbed through the stories. | 
laughed out loud as I read the titles 
of each incident and reflected back 
upon the occurrences. 


stories “victim- 


ees Though each 
correct as often A story is offen- 
as |. As I passed eu sive and trashy, 
through the he ot. A v Tucker Max's 
Breezeway on \ & c oa sexual (and 
Monday, silently al \ f sexy!) misad- 
contemplating u) \ e ventures are 
how awesome F \ always with 
Tucker Max is, I & women who 
was approached yr have consented 
by a girl with Busse to sleep with 
whom I have tak- y him. There is no 


en a few classes. 
There was a brief 
flash of recog- 
nition before she handed me a 
piece of paper and said, “Sign a 
petition against Tucker Max?” 

I was stunned. I wasn’t sure 
how to react at this blasphemy. I 
glanced at the paper in my hand 
to find that it was covered in vari- 
ous quotes from Tucker’s stories 
— a number of which were per- 
sonal favorites of mine: “Your 
gender is hard-wired for whore- 
dom. Fat girls aren't real people.” 

I managed to stifle the barrage 
of laughter that always erupts 
when I read anything written by 
Tucker Max but I couldn't help but 
smile. I looked back up at the girl 
in front of me. “I can’t do that,” I 
said, before crumpling the piece 
of paper and throwing it away. 

As I made my exit, I couldn't 
help but wonder why these wom- 
en cared so much about the ram- 
bling non-sequiturs of one guy. 
There are tons of celebrities who 
make a living by shocking folks 
and being outrageous. After all, 
isn’t that what celebrity ultimately 
is —just a person who has proven 

to be larger than life or beyond ri- 
diculous in one way or another? 

Had any of these Breezeway 
junior feminists been personally 


Southern Comfort 


“Tucker Roofies 
a Freshman” or 
“Tucker and His 
Buddies Gang-Rape a Co-Ed” 
story. The women, while all of the 
same questionable moral fiber as 
Max, are each perfectly happy to 
touch Tucker's yogurt slinger. 

Is it Tucker's fault that he is a 
handsome, intelligent man who is 
good with women? No. I suppose, 
then, what so many folks take of- 
fense with are Tucker’s asides on 
his shenanigans — they are of- 
fended by his sense of humor. 

To these people I can’t help but 
point out that, at his core, Tucker 
Max is an artist and, as such, he 
strives to make each of his pieces 
as rich, entertaining and thought- 
provoking as possible. Granted, 
Tucker may only have one hand 
free to put on his thinking cap 
as the other vigorously rubs his 
genitals, but he’s a thinker, none- 
theless. 

He writes material that caters 
to his audience: the average, 16 to 
24 year-old, beer-drinking, booby- 
loving, good time-having male. 
But these guys also have jobs, and 

school, and rent to pay. They can’t 
always gallivant about and vomit 
in bushes whenever they please 
(though we yearn to so very, very 
badly). Meanwhile, Tucker can. 
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Iwo opposing perspectives on Tucker Max and his visit to Hopkins 


Tucker Max deserves respect because he does whal regular men could only dream of doing 


Tucker is the id that we males, 
castrated by society, have locked 
away. Tucker is what we cannot 
be and that is why we love read- 
ing about him. 

To imply that, by purchas- 
ing Tucker's books and going to 
see him speak, we are abusive to 
women and hell-bent on raping 
the next girl we come across is 
insulting. We men love reading 


Tucker Max is a jerk and a misogynist, but is he worth all the fuss that everyone is making? 


hen | first heard 
Tucker Max 
was coming to 
speak at Hop- 


kins, my first 


| response was: “Who?” I vaguely 


Tucker for the same reason real- | 


ity TV has become so popular: We 
love watching people behave bad- 
ly because it gives us an outlet. 

We have come to terms with 
the fact that it’s not okay to call a 
girl out when she’s being a bitch 
but it’s nice to know that someone 
still has the balls to do so. Just be- 
cause you read Sylvia Plath and 
shaved your head doesn’t mean 
you're going to kill me, does it? 

On second thought, don’t an- 
swer that. 


remembered the name from his 
then-upcoming movie I Hope 
They Serve Beer In Hell, but wasn’t 
interested enough to investigate 
until all of the outraged statuses 
started popping up on Facebook. 

Then I received the invite to 
go the alternate event, “I Know 
They Serve Beer In One World 
Café,” and the scathing protest of 
the HOP event that accompanied 


| it, and I became a little more in- 


terested. 

And finally, The News-Letter 
asked me to write this column, 
which meant I had to stop my 
all-day Mad Men marathon on 
Saturday to finally go check out 
his stories. 


JUSTIN JONES/GRAPHIC STAFF 


Weighing the options: dumbells vs. weight machines 


hould you use free 

weights or machines? 

Depending on what 

you're looking for, both 

weight workouts can 
help you get stronger, in different 
ways. And by incorporating the 
right type of weights at the right 
time in your workout, you can 
build muscle 


do in front of everyone — ma- 
chines are there for you. As you 
get stronger and more comfort- 
able in the weight room, you can 
start incorporating free weights 
into your workouts. 

But be careful not to cheat! 
Senior personal trainer and Rec 
Center facility manager Tanmay 


and be safe at 
the same time. 
Free weights 
are good for lift- 
ing because they 
build a number 
of muscles at 
once. When you 
lift a weight, 
you're using 
more than just 
one muscle. For 
example, when 
you bench press 
youre not just 
working your 
chest, biceps and 
shoulders, but 
also a number 


porting muscles. 
Free weights also improve your 
balance and coordination. 
Machines, on the other hand, 
don’t leave much room for cre- 
ativity. They get straight to the 
point, targeting certain muscles. 
A machine guarantees that you're 
working on the exact muscle you 
want to. If you're targeting a sin- 
gle muscle, though, you should 
probably find the machine just 
right for you. 
If you're like me 
and you don’t know 
much about weight 
lifting, then ma- 
chines are a great in- 
troduction to the art. 
I like using machines 
because most have 
diagrams and in- 
structions telling you 
how to operate the 
machine and what 
muscles are affected. 
If you don’t know a lot of free 
weight exercises — or just feel 
silly trying to figure out what to 


COURTESIES OF WWW. IUSBEDU; 
of smaller sup- Lift free weights or use the machines? For a complete work out, you need both. 


Vary Doman 
Work It Out 


your balance and coordination, 
the results of free weight lifting 
are often more useful in real life. 


Manohar said a drawback about 
machines is that they give you 
“more potential to cheat.” 
“Unless you are doing some- 
thing that has separate handles 
for your left and right sides, you 
might naturally try to use your 
stronger side, like your right arm 
in a biceps curl, to lift the entire 
weight, resulting in unbalanced 
muscles,” he says. 
Some experts say 
that free weights 
build “core” mus- 
cles, whereas ma- 
chines are more for 
“aesthetic” muscles. 
“IT only want to 
work out my glam- 
our muscles,” se- 
nior Dan MacShane 
said. 
Since free weights 
work a number of 
muscles as well as 


WWWNORTHSEATTLE.EDU 


For example, you could do a 
million moves to strengthen your 
biceps on a machine, but your co- 
ordination and smaller muscles 
are still underdeveloped. When 
it comes time to lift a heavy box, 
your strength and coordination 
is all out of proportion. Since free 
weights work a number of mus- 
cles, the vari- 
ety of muscles 
built can help 
you in the real 
world. 

Free weights 
also combine 
large muscle 
groups, which 
most machines 
can't. A squat, 
for example, 
works all parts 
of your quad, 
hamstrings, 
hip flexors, 
outer and inner 
thighs, lower 
back, pelvic re- 
gion and abs. 
A leg press ma- 
chine can work 
on a few of these areas, but still 
falls short. 

What matters most, though, is 
your safety. Though free weights 
have many pros, safety is their 
big con. If you're new to lifting or 
not sure about your body’s limits, 
free weights can do more harm 
than good. Make sure to have a 
spotter when necessary and if 
you're not sure if you can handle 
the weight, go to a machine in- 
stead. If you overexert yourself 
or use poor form, you could do 
more harm than good. 

“One of the most important 
tips is to maintain perfect form,” 
Manohar said. “If something 
doesn’t feel right, or if adding 
more weight means that you are 
sacrificing your form, stop right 
away. It is not worth injuring 
yourself and being sidelined for 
months just so that you say you 
bench pressed 10 extra pounds.” 

Most weight lifters save the 
machines for the end of their 
workout, when their muscles 


are tired. This way, if their mus- 
cles give out, their foot won't be 
crushed by a dropped dumbbell. 

And don’t forget the “ulti- 
mate free weight” — the human 
body. Push-ups, sit-ups and other 
strength exercises can keep you 
strong and toned. 


Please. This guy is not worth 
the ridiculous amount of buzz 
everyone is making. He has built 
a career out of recounting his 


quintessential 


“fratire” book 
was written. 
| also don’t think Tucker Max 


does anything to improve our 


outrageous and, generation’s __ ste- 
frankly, asinine ad- reotypical view 
ventures — all of of women. I thor- 
them centering on oughly agree with 
drunken debauch- many women’s 
ery and sexual de- desire to protest 
pravity. the promotion of 

He acknowl- calling the female 


edges that he is “an 
assh--e” who “just 
generally act[s] like 
a raging dickhead.” 
(Via his personal 
site, www.tuckermax. 
com, where the ma- 
jority of his stories are posted.) 
Okay, great. 

His writing is deplorable. His 
stories, while amusing for a while 
because of their “taboo” content 
and overwhelming tendency to 
sound fabricated, lose their shock 


M 
Dirty Business 


| value the more you read. 


And yet, somehow, he has 
managed to make people, espe- 
cially in our generation, either 
fall in love with him or want him 


| to end up behind bars. 


After discussing the event 


| with friends and various Hop- 


kins students, I have discerned 
three distinct reactions to Tucker 
speaking on campus. 

The first, coming mostly 
(but not completely) from my 
testosterone-driven comrades 
is “OMFG TUCKER MAX IS 


| SPEAKING HOLY CRAP I JUST 


JIZZED MY PANTS.” 

The second, the majority (but 
again, not all) stemming from 
my fellow women, is absolute 


| disgust toward the HOP’s de- 
} cision to invite a man who has 


clearly and routinely addressed 
women in the most derogatory 
ways. 

And I have to admit, I per- 
sonally don’t appreciate reading 
that my gender is “hardwired for 
whoredom.” 

The third reaction stems prac- 
tically equally from men and 


| women, and is either mild inter- 
est in what he might have to say 


at the event, or complete apathy 
toward his entire persona. 

Honestly, I don’t like this guy. 
As stated above, he’s not even a 
good writer. His relentless at- 
tacks on women in all of his sto- 
ries was pretty damn offensive at 
times, even though I tried to read 
them as tongue-in-cheek. 

But I have to give him credit 
as a thoroughly smart guy for 
exploiting our sex-obsessed, 
media-consuming demographic 
and writing a book that is guar- 
anteed to sell millions of cop- 
ies. As shown in the growing 
success of movies in vein of The 
Hangover and Superbad, it was 
only a matter of time before the 


gender such lovely 
epithets as “cum 
dumpsters.” 

But the fact that 
this type of litera- 
ture, if it can even 
be called that, is 
what sells these days, may reflect 
more on our generation rather 
than condemn this one man. 

Yes, he degrades women. So 
do many, many comedians and 
crude movies. He may be more 
excessive in his disparaging an- 
tics, but this is absolutely noth- 
ing new. It’s sad, and it’s pathetic, 
and it shows that we still have a 
lot of work to do before women’s 
rights are not merely accepted by 
law, but become part of normal 
behavior. 

However, this is America and 
everyone has a right to a free fo- 
rum to speak. Everybody also 
has the right to protest. But I 
just don’t know if these women 
realize that by handing out fly- 
ers berating him, they are un- 
intentionally giving him more 
publicity, more readers, and — 
consequently and unfortunately 
— more followers. 

| wouldn't have even bothered 
looking him up if there hadn't 
been such an angry response — 
personally I don’t find superflu- 
ous, detailed descriptions of anal 
sex and vomiting to be mentally 
stimulating. 

But Tucker Max must want 
to get a rise out of us in that 
way. There would be no rea- 
son for him to post his stories 
if he didn’t. Moreover, our age 
group is one that loves to do 
things we're not supposed to do 
— hence if we have flyers shoved 
in our faces telling us not to at- 
tend this event, we'll probably 
just want to go more, just to piss 
those people off. 

I don’t agree with the HOP’s 
decision to use my tuition money 
to sponsor his event. But I plan to 
make the most of the situation by 
going on Wednesday (since hell, 
I've apparently already paid), 
and seeing if he contests, or de- 
fends, the accusations that have 
been made against him. 

This is a learning experience. 
There are so many hidden Tucker 
Maxs in our current society — at 
least by listening to him speak, I 
might be able to avoid running 
into them in my own life. 


achi 


Heading to street style blogs tor inspiration 


e all have those 

days when we 

look into our 

closet and hate 

just about ev- 
erything in there. How do we 
find the extra spark to put togeth- 
er something interesting? 

I've written about inspiration 
before, and it can be key toa great 
wardrobe. Some of the greatest 
sources of inspiration available 
nowadays are street style pho- 
tographers. 

It’s certainly lovely to flip 
through the pages and maga- 
zines, admiring the pairing of 
those boots with that skirt, or 
that jacket and those jeans, but 
the problem for us plebians with 
fashion magazine editorials, is 
that it is fantasy. Now, I’ve been 
known to wear my tutu skirt out 
every once and a while, but if the 
oft-extremist style of fashion mag- 
azines doesn’t click for you, log 
onto the Internet and see fashions 
from all over the world, through 
the lenses of Scott, Garance and 


lariously create a chart titled, 
“How to Get Shot by the Sarto- 
rialist.” This isn’t to say that the 
men and women he shoots aren’t 
well dressed — because they are 
— butit’s a little 
yawn-inducing. 

Gran annicre 
Doré is a French 
photographer, 
and, incidently, 
Schuman’s girl- 
friend. One of 
the best things 
about her web- 
site,  www.ga- 
rancedore.fr/en, 
is the personal- 
ity she brings to 
it. She practically always has a 
write-up along with her photos. 

After reading a few of her 
posts, you want nothing less than 
to be her best friend. Her illus- 
trations are also a prominent part 
of the site. She captures a wide 
array of characters, and is a tal- 
ented photographer, taking beau- 
tifully intimate portraits. 


company. One of my 

The —Sar- personal _fa- 
torialist, aka The problem for us vorite sites is 
Scott Schuman A tehitnali Street Peeper, 
(whose blog Plebians with fashion found at www. 


can be found 
at www.thesar- 
torialist.com), is 
probably the 
best known 
street-style photographer on the 
states side, but I personally find 
him a bit boring. He loves fine 
tailoring and a dash of color. It’s 
so formulaic that the Pipeline’s 
blog, Refinery29, was able to hi- 


magazine editorials is 
that it is fantasy. 


streetpeeper.com, 
which _ bursts 
with — fashion. 
At any one 
i time you can 
browse through six main cities 
(New York, Paris, Tokyo, Mel- 
bourne, London and Seoul) and 
many others. This gives it the 

most varied looks. 
A great aspect of Street Peep- 


Amanda Jean Boyle 
The Brick Runway 


er, shot mainly by Phil Oh, is that 
they often label what brands a 
person is wearing. 

Face Hunter, www2.facehunter. 
blogspot.com, is a street fashion 
site similar to 
Street Peeper, 
but with a wid- 
er variety of 
cities visited. 

But for those 
looking for a 
truly __inspir- 
ing niche, I'd 
suggest Mister 
Mort, at www. 
mistermort.type- 
pad.com. Mister 
Mort focuses 
mostly on men (although the oc- 
casional woman will show up). 
The fashion world is obsessed 
with the young, skinny, pretty 
things, and I often find myself 
yearning to see something dif- 
ferent. 

On Mister Mort, you will see 
the more everyday, the slightly 
crazed. He shoots many older 
men who are overweight, jowly 
and have strange facial hair. 

One of his subjects | saw the 
other day had a cane — and not 
a sleek wooden one. He has the 
looks that don’t immediately 
scream fashion, and these are 
not the people that you will see 
on the Satorialist, but that’s why 
1 love it. 

In fashion magazines, you get 
the looks and opinions of only a 
handful of stylists, whereas on a 
street fashion blog, you have mil- 
lions of different takes. It’s fash- 
ion paradise. 


Alo 
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Neither Suave, Nor Debonair 


On Wednesday night, the Hopkins Organi- 
zation for Programming (HOP) brought highly 
controversial comedic writer and film producer 
Tucker Max to speak on campus. Tucker Max 
is most famous for his bestseller | Hope They 
Serve Beer in Hell where he recounts anecdotes 
of drunken frat-like debauchery and shares his 
misogynistic views. 

The weeks leading up to the event were 
tense as Homewood campus was polarized 
over the HOP’s decision to bring in the self- 
proclaimed alpha-male. In the end, the an- 
ticipation and controversy surrounding the 
speech proved to be more interesting than the 
speech itself. The News-Letter does not con- 
demn Tucker Max for his view. He is entitled 
to his own disgusting opinions. However, we 
disagree with the HOP’s decision to bring him 
to campus. 

While the HOP refuses to release details of 
the speaker fee, Tucker Max said that it was 
enough “to buy a new f---ing car.” This was 
far from a productive use of Hopkins dol- 
lars. 

Hopkins is not a rah-rah school with high- 
ly spirited events that unify the student body 
in euphoria. Gatherings tend to be small and 
isolated. Recently, elevating school spirit has 

been a major goal of many Hopkins-affiliated 
organizations. In this light, the HOP’s deci- 
sion to bring such a high-profile speaker is 
understandable as an attempt to raise school 
spirit and bring students out of their ele- 
ment. 

However, far from unifying the Hopkins 


Filling the Void in East Baltimore 


There is an absence in Baltimore’s Middle 
East neighborhood, the area affected by a 
major renovation project that is managed 
by Hopkins, the City Government and oth- 
ers through the East Baltimore Development 
Initiative (EBDI). Lots sit empty, waiting for 
construction to begin. These spaces stand 
ready with the promise of a new future, one 
that many hope will match the area’s once- 
vibrant past. 

But in the wake of the Save Middle East Ac- 
tion Committee (GMEAC) disbanding, there is 
yet more absence. There is no comment from 
a majority of the board. There is the absence 
of reporting from any other media outlets — in 
the week since The News-Letter broke the story 
about SMEAC’s closure, no other journalistic 
organization has chosen to investigate. But 
most importantly, there is no organization 
dedicated to representing the interests of com- 
munity members through the development 
process. 

Like most organizations, SMEAC was not 
without its faults. Many felt the board had lost 
touch with the people it represented, the worst 
form of condemnation possible for a grassroots 
organization. 

Others recognized the organization’s strides 
in working with EBDI to implement policies 
that helped make a difference for residents, 
such as the House for a House program which 
helped relocated residents return to the neigh- 


community, Tucker Max severely polarized it 
— his specialty. After much debate and pro- 
test preceding the event, it became clear that 
no higher good could be achieved. Perhaps 
the HOP should have considered the selection 
more carefully. 

The event's polarizing effects were exem- 
plified by a highly-attended protest held at 
One World Café during Tucker Max’s speak- 
ing event where students were reimbursed 
for their meals by the Office of Student Life. 
What sense does it make for Hopkins to fund 
an event and then also fund the protest of the 
event? Undergraduate students invest $200,000 
plus to receive a Hopkins education. Is this the 
best way of repaying them? 

Hopkins hypocrisy is further illustrated 
by the fact that while they allowed Tucker 
Max to speak freely on campus, they ban him 
from speaking on the internet by censoring 
his blog from GuestNet. Hopkins administra- 
tors should take a consistent stance on such 
matters. They should not condone the event 
while engaging in such censorship and pro- 
test. 

Controversial speakers that polarize the stu- 
dent body can be justified if they, to be blunt, 
have something interesting to say. However, 
Tucker Max was boring, saying nothing more 
than the ancient-clichés about following your 
own path. Perhaps the best response is the one 
that Tucker Max claims one of his conquests 
said the morning after, “You aren't at all what 
I expected. I thought you would be more suave 
and debonair.” 


borhood and purchase housing in the area. 

As the community looks to create a re- 
placement representational group, it is im- 
portant to learn from SMEAC’s successes 
and mistakes. The new group should work to 
hold itself to the same standards that it has 
demanded of EBDI. This should include fi- 
nancial transparency, democratic representa- 
tion and timeliness in notifying its residents 
of all actions. 

The News-Letter hopes that both EBDI and 
this new organization can put their griev- 
ances in the past and work toward the bet- 
terment of the area for all. As a show of good 
faith, EBDI should invite community mem- 
bers to work in their search for a permanent 
president. Members of EBDI are constantly 
stressing their role in supporting the com- 
munity. By allowing community members 
to be involved in the search committee with- 
out being pressured into it by a SMEAC-type 
organization, EBDI could truly prove that it 
has the best interests of the neighborhood in 
mind. 

We urge EBDI to open its board, allowing 
a member selected by the new community or- 
ganization to serve amongst its ranks. At the 
same time, we hope the group that rises from 
the emptiness where SMEAC once stood will 
allow EBDI members to have their say as well. 
Only then can the absences in this community 
begin to be filled. 
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Deans “offended” 
by selection of 
Tucker Max as 

speaker 


The decision of the Hopkins 
Organization for Programming 
to bring Tucker Max to campus 
on Wednesday evening has geri- 
ously aggrieved many students, 
faculty, and parents who find 
deplorable his brand of “hu- 
mor.” 

It appears to them and to 
us to describe hostility toward 
and demeaning treatment of 
women. It perverts stories of 
sexual misconduct into some- 
thing that purports to be en- 
tertainment. They do not find 


these very serious issues to be 
a laughing matter; neither do 
we. 

Even allowing for the elbow 
room society commonly gives to 
practitioners of parody, sarcasm 
and comedy, from what we have 
seen, Max’s work is not in any 
way redeeming or worthy. But 
this university does not engage 
in censorship, and we, therefore, 
did not insist that the event be 
canceled. 

Rather, we wish to use this 
event as an opportunity to en- 
courage a dialogue on the core 
values that are important to our 
community and to address is- 
sues that are all too prevalent on 
college campuses: a culture that 
degrades women and incidents 
of sexual assault. 

It is not the practice of the 
university to dictate to student 
groups whom they may or may 


not invite to campus. We have a 
strong tradition of students exer- 
cising responsibility in this area, 
and we have no interest in chang- 
ing that. 

But we certainly want to be 
clear and unambiguous in iden- 
tifying ourselves with the many 
students, faculty and staff who 
are offended by, and disappoint- 
ed with, this choice. 


Sincerely, 


Adam F. Falk 
James B. Knapp Dean 
Krieger School of Arts and Sciences 


Nicholas P. Jones 
Benjamin T. Rome Dean 
Whiting School of Engineering 


Paula P. Burger 
Dean of Undergraduate Education 
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By RIVKY STERN and ADI 
ELBAZ 


We are two of over 350 students 
who are strongly Opposed to Tucker 
Max's appearance on our campus 
this Wednesday night. This event 

is a slap in the face to the women 
on campus, the sexual abuse survi- 
vors, the sexual and racial minori- 
ties he denigrates with unprint- 
able slurs, the physically disabled, 
and anyone who does not fit into 
a white, Western-European, nar- 
row-minded standard of beauty. 
We are appalled and disgusted 
that the HOP deems it acceptable 
to use our tuition dollars to bring a 
man to campus who routinely and 
blithely refers to women as “cum 
dumpsters” and “hos” and be- 
lieves that “[y]our gender is hard- 
wired for whoredom,” especially 
in light of the fervent and wide- 
spread opposition from students, 
faculty, and some members of the 
administration. 

Max’s misogyny veers into hate 
speech and endorsement of male 
entitlement, implied consent and 
rape. Welcoming him onto our 
campus gives his words a veneer 
of legitimacy and acceptability that 


Rivky Stern is a junior history and Afri- 


cana studies major from Teaneck, NJ. Adi 
Elbaz is a senior anthropology and writ- 
ing seminars major from Dallas, TX. 


The Hate Speech of Tucker Max 


they do not deserve. This HOP- 
sanctioned event gives the young 
men of this campus the wrong im- 
pression that Max’s attitude and 
actions should be both glorified 
and mimicked. In the course of 
our protest, we were called — to 
our faces — “c---s,” “fat bitches” 
and “whores,” by male students — 
ostensibly our intellectual equals 
— who, taking a cue from Max, 
view misogyny and hate speech as 
a viable response to peaceful dis- 
sent. By bringing Max to campus, 
the HOP irresponsibly reinforces 
hateful, entitled attitudes, codify- 
ing them into the public discourse. 
Cheering on these attitudes further 
dehumanizes women and paves 
the way towards eventual acts of 
(sexual) violence, which happen — 
often — on our campus. Between 
one fifth and one fourth of college- 
aged women will be sexually as- 
saulted by the time they graduate. 
Why has an internationally ranked 
university become a forum for Max 
to further his hate speech? 
Imagine if Max’s violent state- 
ments were applied to any other 
minority group. If he had said that 
“Muslims aren't real people” in- 
stead of “fat chicks aren’t real peo- 
ple,” if he had said that, “Basic hu- 
man rights do not apply to Asians” 
instead of, “Basic human rights do 
not apply to fat, loud, annoying 


| women,” if he had threatened to 


OPINIONS 


“grind up [Jews] into pig fodder” 
instead of grinding up women, the 
HOP would never have allowed 
him to set foot on our campus. By 
inviting him here, the HOP is ef- 
fectively telling us that it is okay, 
because, “He's just talking about 
women.” The women of this cam- 
pus are effectively being told that 
we do not matter to the University 
or to the world, that our concerns 
mean nothing, that it is entertain- 
ing and we should shut up and 
take the joke. 

This event is a mockery of free 
speech. If students are desperate 
to hear Max’s drunken, misogy- 
nistic prattle, they can go see his 
movie or buy his book with their 
own money, or even listen to him 
speak, just not on our University 
campus. Using our tuition money 
to give this pig a legitimate plat- 
form at our top-ranked University 
is an unacceptable perversion of 
free speech, and destroys the safe 
learning environment that this 
University should be fostering. 

The HOP has legitimized Max 
by calling him “controversial,” 
implying that his pathetic shtick 
has any sort of intellectual or co- 
medic utility. It does not. This is 
not “controversy.” None of Max’s 
hateful blanket statements are 
rooted in reality or fact, and none 
of them are subject to debate. He 
is not a political figure with con- 


tentious views, or a controversial 
comedian whose act is predicated 
on pushing our limits and giving 
uncomfortable voice to our mar- 
ginalized impulses. Tucker Max 
is a washed-up, 35-year-old wan- 
nabe frat-boy desperately trying 
to relive the glory days, relying on 
hate speech and misogyny to do 
it. If HOP members wanted con- 
troversy, they could have gotten 
someone who did not — at his best 
— insult our collective intelligence 
and — at his worst — endorse the 
objectification and date-rape of the 
women on this campus. 

HOP members keep thanking 
us for the “educational opportuni- 
ty” that our activism has provided 
the student body. This statement — 
while well-intentioned — dodges 
responsibility for their oversight, 
instead passing off their egregious 
insensitivity to the insulted party, 
effectively inviting us, the ma- 
ligned, to clean up their mess. It is 
not our job to educate this campus 
about the unacceptability of misog- 
yny. We are not here to spearhead 
a battle that should have been won 
long ago — that women are people 
and deserve to be treated as such. 
We resent that the HOP wastes its 
time issuing PC statements about 
its “support” of this “teachable mo- 
ment” when its refusal to cancel 
this speech proves that HOP mem- 
bers have learned nothing. 


All 
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A Word from the SGA 


Last week’s News-Letter Edito- 
rial, titled “Waiting on the SGA,” 
offered a passive-aggressive cri- 
tique of the JHU Student Govern- 
ment Association (SGA) that dis- 
torts the truth about the important 
work the SGA has accomplished 
this year. As representatives of the 
student body, we feel an obligation 
to correct The News-Letter’s inaccu- 
racies so that there can be a clearer 
understanding of exactly what the 
SGA has been doing. 

The News-Letter asserts in their 
Editorial, “Because of the lack of 
any action, or any news of possi- 
ble action on the part of the SGA, 
this page thought SGA had not 
been meeting. Our mistake.” Yet 
at the end of the article, they write, 
“This page is not attempting to be 
overly critical, nor is it alleging 
that all members of the SGA are 
failing their constituents.” The 
Editorial fails to substantiate its 
incredulous claim that there has 
been a lack of “any action” on the 
part of the SGA. Their two main 
critiques — on the lack of updates 
for the SGA Twitter account and 
the cuteness of the Senior Spot- 
light e-mails — are cherry-picked 
examples that ignore the multi- 
tude of other services SGA pro- 
vides. We hope that the readers 
of The News-Letter will allow us to 
correct last week’s distortions. 

Since the beginning of the 


By PAYAL PATNAIK 


Butler University is suing John 
Doe. Well, junior Jess Zimmerman 
to be exact. Zimmerman started a 
“True BU” blog under the name 
“Soodo Nym,” in which he started 
chronicling what he viewed as the 
unjustified dismissal of Andrea 
Gullickson, the former chair of the 
Butler’s School of Music. Gullick- 
son, who is also Zimmerman’s 
stepmother, said that until recent- 
ly, she was not aware that Soodo 
Nym was actually written by Zim- 
merman. On the eve of 2009, Zim- 
merman received an e-mail on his 
anonymous account from the Uni- 
versity lawyer that Butler was pur- 
suing charges against him. 

Although Zimmerman’s ac- 
tions were clearly a conflict of in- 
terest, his intentions of pointing 
out what he viewed as University 
wrongdoing (and, according to his 
blog, other students’ views) were 
justified. The counts of “defamato- 
ry and libelous statements” in the 
suit against John Doe are included 


After last week's “horrific out- 
burst” (as President Obama re- 
ferred to it) in Fort Hood, Texas, 
it did not take long for rumors to 
start flying. With 13 people dead 
and 30 more wounded, people 
wanted answers and they want- 
ed them fast. 

It was quickly brought to light 
that Major Nadal Malik Hassan, 
the 39-year-old army psycholo- 
gist responsible for the shooting 
spree, had received a poor per- 
formance evaluation from his 
previous position at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Wash- 
ington before arriving at his Fort 

Hood post last July. The public 
was also informed that Hassan’s 
deployment to Iraq was immi- 
nent and that he was incredibly 


What's in a Pseudonym? 


in the document: 

“Dean Alexander acted inap- 
propriately and inexcusably in han- 
dling this matter. His actions are not 
consistent with the Butler Way, are 
embarrassing to JCFA and Butler 
and are ridiculously irresponsible.” 
Other excerpts in this suit include 
Zimmerman’s statements accusing 
Alexander of, “blatant disregard for 
the college, the School of Music and 
the Butler Way.” 

The counts of “libel” and “defa- 
mation” that Butler University cites 
in its suit against “John Doe” are 
nothing more than harmless stu- 
dent opinion. Higher education, 
built for the expansion of young 
people’s mind and boundaries, was 
meant for young adults to question 
and consider counts of authority. 

Mark Twain, a.k.a. Samuel Cle- 
mens, made his satires of society 
under his world-famous pseud- 
onym, the Bronte sisters published 
under male pseudonyms and the 
American constitutional debates 
used pseudonyms (Alexander 
Hamilton, John Madison and John 


Jay wrote under the famous “Pub- 
lius’”). Heck, numerous authors 
wrote under pseudonyms when 
calling colonial British operations 
into question before the Revolu- 
tionary War. Pen names have en- 
abled some of the most important 
American events to transpire, and 
the hindrance of such a voice by 
Butler University threatens the 
freedom of speech in the future of 
college journalism. 

What is in a pseudonym? What 
dictates the freedom of speech? 
Obviously, Oliver Wendell Hol- 
mes Jr’s decision to shout fire 
in a crowded theater (Schenck v. 
United States) does not fall under 
the freedom of speech. However, 
Zimmerman’s decision to criticize 
what he viewed as unjust Univer- 
sity action is completely within 
his rights. Apparently he hurt ad- 
ministrative members’ feelings 
and protests against their actions 
occurred. His singular voice of 
dissent could not single-hand- 
edly cause all the opinions and 
protests that occurred against 


the University administration. 
Butler University’s decision to 
sue John Doe only propagates the 
statements made by Soodo Nym 
in his True BU blog. Zimmerman 
called the actions of Peter Alex- 
ander, dean of Butler University’s 
College of Fine Arts, “abuses of 
power.” Although Butler admin- 
istrators claim these statements 
“libelous” the actions the Uni- 
versity has taken to stifle student 
voice and silence public question 
is nothing less than that. 

The future of free speech is 
unclear in today’s day and age. 
Although America’s past is root- 
ed in free speech dictated under 
pseudonyms, clearly as opin- 
ions, they have not been libelous. 
Defamation could be viewed as 
causing ill opinion. However, 
Zimmerman’s statements were 
only representative of his views 
as he called Butler policies into 
question. 

Butler should invest more time 
into making a difference in its 
students’ lives instead of covering 


The Rise of Islamophobia 


soldiers who threw themselves on 
hand grenades to save nearby ci- 
vilians. 

And before long this was no 
longer the isolated crime of a de- 
ranged individual but a link in a 
steadily growing chain linking Is- 
lam to upheaval. 

The Islamic community was 
quick to react to the tidings of 
Hassan’s crimes: The Council on 
American-Islamic Relations, a 
Washington-based interest group, 
issued a preemptive statement 
just hours after the attack, stating, 
“No political or religious ideology 
could ever justify or excuse such 
wanton and indiscriminate vio- 
lence. The attack was particularly 
heinous in that it targeted the all- 
volunteer army that protects our 


displeased about 
it. However, the 
seemingly most 
important thing 


about Hassan was 
not unearthed or 
dug up; it was im- 
plied in the very 
sound of his name: 
he was Muslim. 
Sure enough, 
it did not take the 
media long to spin 
a web around this 
incident. Specula- 
tions of whether or 
not Hassan’s mas- 
sacre had been a 
crime or a terrorist 
attack quickly be- 
gan to circulate. Rumors of Hassan 
reciting Allah Akbar as he com- 
mitted the shootings began to fly 
as it came out that he has been un- 
der government surveillance for 
the past six months for possible af- 
filiation with a blog that equated of 
Middle Eastern suicide bombers’ 


actions to the deaths of American 


‘ 


nation. American Muslims stand 
with our fellow citizens in offering 
both prayers for the victims and 
sincere condolences to the families 
of those killed or injured.” 

When was the last time the 
Catholic Church or the Protestant 
Church, or the Jews, or the Bud- 
dhists felt a need to issue dam- 


age control statement when one 
member of their faiths committed 
an atrocity? The quickness of the 
Muslim community to react to this 
situation has been telling of the 
kind of societal response it expects, 
and it was right to expect it. 

Islamophobia is on the rise, and 
with everybody trying to simulta- 
neously fit the second-largest world 
religion into the confining molds 
of 50 different diplomatic agendas 
while being politically correct about 
it, it is no wonder that the Muslim 
community felt the need to set the 
story straight. Or rather, give it a 
shove in the right direction against 
the riptides of b-—-s—-. 

Only a very foolish or very 
lazy person would believe the 
things that they read about Islam 


en; in fact, it was the first religion 
in which women were guaranteed 
a slew of rights including property, 
inheritance, ability to work, respect 
and even sexual pleasure. Yes, there 
are some places where women are 
oppressed in the name of Islam 
(Saudi Arabia 
and = Afghani- 
stan are prime 
examples). 
However, while the oppression is 
unacceptable, it is the government's 
interpretation of the Qu’ran and 
not the Qu’ran itself that oppresses 
these women. In no place in the 
Quran does it dictate that a woman 
cannot drive cars or vote; in fact, it 
is not even explicitly stated that she 
must wear a Hijab (although three 
passages cite is as polite). These 
governments have 


I think we need a new “C" 


http://candidchatter. wordpress.com/2009/08/19/what-does-it-mean-to-you/ 
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these days. I have heard it said 
that “Islam is the new black,” and 
if by “the new black” one means 
the new scapegoats, then there is 
certainly some truth to that state- 
ment. 

Toset the record straight: Islam is 
a religion founded on principles of 
peace and equality towards wom- 


no right to use their 
religious beliefs as 
an excuse for the 
maltreatment of 
women. However, 
it is extraordinarily 
naive to associate 
this maltreatment 
with the religion of 
Islam itself; it just 
makes it all the eas- 
ier to view Islam as 
bad, as unfair and 
as an enemy, a sen- 
timent which can 
only lead to unpro- 
ductivity, if not de- 
struction. 

The press has 
only exacerbated these discrepan- 
cies by covering the stories which 
fit the political agendas of the as- 
sociated governments. A good 
example of this is the recent assas- 
sination of two Muslim women. In 
April, Sitara Achakzai, a provin- 


cial official known for fighting for _ 


women’s fights, was gunned down 
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up self-created messes that call its 
own integrity into question. This 
reputation band-aid and lawsuit | 
only screams Nixonian ethics | 
— after all, think of all the money | 
that was spent on preserving the 
reputation of the President of the 
United States. | 

Butler University’s course of | 
action against Jess Zimmerman is | 
misguided, unnecessary and poses | 
a very terrifying problem for stu- | 
dents and journalists everywhere: 
Will universities nationwide at- 
tempt to dictate free speech and 
muddy the growth of free think 
ing, following Butler University’s 
course of action? It is up to us, as 
students and emerging individu- 
als, to defend our right to write, 
protest and call into question what 
we view as wrong. 

No court or university should 
keep us from doing just that. 


Engineering major from Derwood, 
Md. She is the Editor-in-Chief of 
The News-Letter. 


in broad daylight outside her home 
in Afghanistan. Her death embod- 
ied all the abominations of Islam 
towards their women, and conse- 
quently her face was splashed all 
over the news as a symbol of op- 
pression. However, several months 
later, when Mar- 
wa_el-Sherbini 
was stabbed 18 
times by a man 
she had brought to trial for harass- 
ing her about wearing a headscarf, 
the only western news service to 
cover the incident was the BBC. 
Two women, two assassinations; 
why is one a martyr and one an af- 
terthought in an obituary? The rea- 
son is that el-Sherbini’s death was 
caused by a German citizen in a 
court room, and the only discrimi- 
nation it showed was discrimina- 


ws 


school year, the SGA has imple 
mented several measures to im- 
prove its transparency. It would 
seem obvious to most people that 
through the acts of creating, de- 
signing, and maintaining an up- 
dated Web site for the first time in 
three years, the SGA has clearly 
made an effort to engage more 
with the student body and increase 
its transparency. While the Web 
site is not complete, itis better than 
nothing — which, for those of us 
who are seniors is what we've had 
to deal with since coming to JH 
in the first place. As far as missing 
meeting minutes go, minutes are 
delayed by at least a week so that 
they can be approved by a major- 
ity senate vote. Delays by three 
weeks are of simple human error 
and can be easily fixed. 

In addition to a comprehen- 
sive new Web site, the SGA has 
in fact passed several bills and 
amendments this semester! ({n- 
sert GASP here.) | don’t want to 
bore anyone, but to name a few: 
a new committee structure was 
adopted to increase effectiveness, 
appointments have been made to 
each of the SGA subsidiaries, SGA 
Judiciary was appointed and ap- 
proved, SHIP (Sustainable Hop- 
kins Infrastructure Program) has 
been amended into the Constitu- 
tion and is now an SGA affiliated 
group, SGA input was given to 
Dean Tabb (Dean of the University 
Libraries and Museums) regard- 
ing the new Brody Learning Com- 
mons (an upcoming addition to 
the MSE library on campus) and 
what students would like to see 
in the new building, a Housing 
and Dining study has been done 
and the results are currently being, 
analyzed, a Charles Street Market 
price comparison study is in the 
works, Halloween buses were pro- 
vided to University members free 
of cost, a barbeque was co-hosted 
with the IFC, a bill to provide free 
domain names to JHU student 
groups was passed, workshops 
have been set up and provided for 
student leaders, an administrative 


‘up and put in to motion, and a sec- 


ond student activities fair is in the | 


works for the spring. While Twitter 
and other Internet sources are ex- 
cellent of [sic] information, there is 
always the possibility that a lack of 
updates is not representative of a 
lack of action. When in doubt, why 
not attend an SGA meeting on any 


“program has been set 


given Tuesday night at 7:30pm in | 


the Mason Hall boardroom? | 
In response to the complaint re- 

garding a lack of SGA sponsored 

e-mails, the claim that “more e- 


mails [have been sent] from the | 
SGA about the young alumni tent | 


than about any meaningful action 
is has taken” is completely false. An 
e-mail was sent out on September 


18th to describe the organizations | 


goals and encourage student in- 
volvement with the SGA. Another 


school-wide e-mail was distrib- | 


uted on October 8th to update the 


student. body on SGA announce- | 


ments and event updates. Future 
e-mails have been sent out [sic] re- 
garding campus programs such as 


the Green Idea Generator and ALS | 


Awareness Event (Save Second 


Base & Don’t Forget First), the free | 
SGA sponsored Halloween buses, | 
and various other relevant events | 
and programs. If you consider | 


e-mails concerned with promot- 
ing benevolent and accomplished 
_ groups and events a waste or view 
them as “spam” to your inbox, then 


we apologize for any inconvenience 


we've caused. 


Not only has the SGA been 


working hard this semester, but the 
individual class councils have also 
been making the effort to, increase 
the number of events on campus as 
well as transparency. Do you think 
_ the 32nd Street Farmers market just 
magically appeared on campus 
_ two times this year? Are the pub 


tion against Muslims. Achakzai’s 
on the other hand showed how the 
Muslim community treated an out- 
spoken woman. However, some- 
how when a westerner mistreats a 
woman, it is no longer a matter of 
principal or of religion; apparently 
it is no matter at all. 

When it comes down to it, a | 
crime is a crime. When you judge 
a crime, base your judgment on the | 
crime itself and not who commit- | 
ted it. Hassan’s crimes are atrocious | 
and he deserves to be punished for 
them. But it would be irresponsible 
and extremely misguided to let the 
discussion of this incident turn to- 
wards his religion. Just as an entire 


religion should not be condemned 

because of its extremists, every 
faithful Muslim in the armed forces trying so hard | 
should not be disparaged by one a difference by focusing 


man’s insanity. 


~ 


Emma Brodie is a junior writing | 
seminars major from New Canaan, 
Conn. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


MILTON $: EISENHOWER 


"SYMPOSIUM 2009. | 


Sean Astin 
November 17'", 8 PM 


Actor, Director, and 
Academy Award-nominated Producer 


Sean Astin 
Tuesday, November 17 


Free at Shriver Hall 
on the Homewood Campus 
Doors Open at 7:30 PM 


For more informaiton, please visit 
www.jhu.edu/mse 
or email mse@jhu.edu 


The Johns Hopkins 


Your Weekend + Arts & Entertainment + Cartoons + Science & Technology + Sports 
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YOUR WEEKEND Nov. 2-15 


Picasso lives again at the Evergreen Museum 


When the Garret family 


CHOCALATE 
SCOTCHEROO 


left the Baltimore Shakespeare Fes- Russes in the early 1900's. Enjoy 


he Ho 

BY MING WEN the Evergreen House to Hopkins — tival, will direct the reading. a night of culture in Baltimore's Seniors Je off Part pkins’ 
in 1942, they made a request This performance is the first in only private theater. Fun 1c LA 
that the house always be opento the Portraits of the Artists se- Before the show there is a light 89 — 11 p.m. 


“lovers of music 
ful things.” 
This Thursday at 7 


' a =: , art and beauti- 
Rice Krispie Treats + Chocolate nt 


Mmmi.... 


ries, a presentation ot readings 
of plays that explore the lives of 
the artists whose work is 
displayed at the Ev- 

ergreen 


8 
g 
; 
: 
é 
8 


wine and cheese rece ption where Fresh Food Cafe 
guests can view “The Poet,” a 3 You ve partied on the beach and® 

prized Picasso draw- jn MSE Library; now it’s time’ 
ing that is part of Sto come full circle. All guests; 
the Evergreen col- ie receive one free drink and, 
lection. 3seniors who contribute $20 or? 


p-m. the 
Evergreen Museum and the Ballti- 
more Shakespeare Festival invite 
you to a reading of Jeffrey Hatch- 
ers play, A Picasso. The 2003 play 


Hard Way: Museum. 
: Che reading will 


be held in the 


COURTESY OF E-FINEART.COM 


Ingredients 


POOGOOS 


ap 


Tickets are $5 ’more to our class campaign will? 
Thursday 1 cup Karo® Light Corn Syrup is the critically acclaimed story of home theater, for vas tha arr aee eruee ee 
. | cup sugar . ; the tension between art and poli- designed by BY $12 for Jpnke Sioy $5 wine, ae eens Viens 

Portraits of the Artists: l cup ' creamy y peanut butter tics, set against the backdrop of Léon Bakst, ite os 1 gnacho le ; : 

Picasso += —™=°.. ©)”. 6& Il 6 cups crispy rice cere the beautiful 19th-century Gild- who is  fa- 4 and $10 ibd Sby WJHU. % 

a hin 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate |] ed Age Evergreen estate. mous for his * members 5 ; 

Eueiereon Muses chips The fictional version of Pablo set designs of agri 3 Saturday 

See Article, this page | cup butterscotch chips Picasso finds himself ina Paris un- and _ scene green oada % % 

der German occupation. Danger paintings for um. Pre-pal g SI 2009 é 

Directions arises when Picasso meets Miss the Bal- reservations Culture Show g 

. : 1. Cook corn syrup and sugar Fischer, an intriguing and attrac- let are required and is ees g 

JHU Film Society . together in a large pan over me- tive woman who, unbeknownst can be made by #s tines tila nage $ 

“Rebellious Youth Film Series” dium heat. Dissolve the sugar to Picasso, has been hired by the sulle Labo bee 3 np aera 9 $ 

27:30 p.m. by stirring. Allow concoction to |} Gestapo. The Nazis begin confis- Sid Sie cen nS 3 ; 

’ Mergenthaler 111 boil. Remove from heat. Stir in |] cating alleged Picassos from at 4545 N. Charles ar g g 
sThis week: West Side Story peanut butter and mix well. Add |} Collectors throughout Paris — Stephanie Mezy 


cereal, continue to stir. 

2. Pour into greased pan and 
shape the treat. 

3. Melt chocolate and butter- 
scotch chips together in sauce- 


geroms Burma to Baltimore 
87 7 p.m. 

SR enisen 101 

:A Burmese refugee tells stories of: 
his life in Burma and Baltimore. * 
‘There will be an introduction by 
sthe director of the International é 
¢Rescue Committee. 


Spread on cereal. 
4. Cool until solid (about 30 
minutes). Cut into bars. 


DOS000 


Easy Way: 


Ingredients 

Peanut butter (any kind) 
Hershey’s Chocolate Syrup 
Box of Rice Crispy Treats 


*Senior Pub Night 

°@ Kolper’s 

$10 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

sSenior Class Council is throw- 
sing a Pub Night at Kolper’s in$ 


0000000000000000X 


OK 


$ is. 
7 
© 


The JHU Chinese Student As- 


pan by heating. Stir consistently. 


for a so-called exhibition. 
The story develops as Pi- 
casso is called upon to 
validate their authen- 
ticity, a revelation that 
would certainly lead 
to their destruction. 
Michael Carlton, 
artistic director of 


For those interested in a 
physically demanding activ- 
ity, the Engineers Without Bor- 
ders (EWB) Guatemala team is 


the landmark, culturally relevant 
film, this tournament will offer a 
wealth of energetic fun just be- 
fore finals. 


ect hosting a_ school- Team sign-ups for the tourna- 
’Hampden. Buses to and from’ |] Directions - 
the ae will 5 provided — meet § 1. Tear open individu- Semone Rakez ee bags pus pee ay 
at 9:30 p.m. in front of Charles% |} lly-wrapped packages of Rice pallae tous. 1. Wil, ran all ea 
3 P: 3 g Crispy Treats nament on Students can register in groups 
Commons. Seniors, tell yOUES 2. Spread peanut butter onto Saturday, of five to eight in front of Lever- 
genende) Rice Crispy Treats Dec, ing during the day (from 11 a.m. 
3 3, Drip chocolate syrup onto Wheth-_ to 1 p.m.) or Nolan’s in the eve- 
8 Rice Crispy Treats er or not nings (5 —7 p.m.). They can also 
g 4, Heat in microwave you’re_ contact the event coordinators 
% 4 Ente an avid via Facebook. 
8 8 eae, dodge- Participation in the tourna- 
b a 1 1 ment comes with a $5 entrance 
: — Inspired by allrecipes.com player, fee per person, but the proceeds 
é 5 or a_ benefit a worthy cause. 
3 $ fan of Victory in this tournament 
3 g 
8 B e 
$ COURTESY OF DISTRICT9.COM & ( S ri| 
: : inema sundays 
: 
3 
g Frida ; CCCCH HCCC LOCOCO COOL OOO OOOO ECC Ee 
% y I understand. On Sunday , Movie S otli ht » 
% ¢ morning you need to sleepinbe- p g e 
Peay Night Films ® cause of your hard partying from 5 
$8 p.m. last night. e ‘i e 
sMudd 26 ; Or, in the more likely sce- ase ere Bl lame & Citron ° 
Hosted by The Hop. This week's jaro, you were up until fourin e Saturday, Nov.7 
ae District 9 * the morning screaming at some — |2p.m. Charles e 
3 % 12-year-old with a voice like a @ Theatre ° 
%  castrato, who wouldn't stop talk- ® Check (410) 727-FILM ®@ 
toa D jon Git ® ing about how he and your moth- . or : 
UMPling N1Ig g had a little foray, which he : 
oe Bee Boers : y; e http://}www.thecharles. 
if . ean a: couldn’t really explain, because i com i 
Charles Commons Kitchen an : 
Nite he doesn’t understand what sex e for showtimes - 
e e 
e 


$ Like I said: I understand. 


* However, perhaps this weekend 
Dumpling Night, serving free? ¢ you could shut the XBox off an 
dumplings. Choose from a va-$ hour early, get a little rest and 


riety of ingredients, make your? take yourself down to the Charles 
own dumplings, then eat them.’ Theatre. 


Vegetarian options are avail- Every Sunday the Charles 
able. hosts a little screening, aptly 
called Cinema Sundays. The 
films at these Cinema Sundays 
range from foreign films to, well, 
more foreign films. Sometimes 


sociation is hosting its annual 


Sirens Fall Concert 
8 to 9:30 p.m. 


a random independent domes- 
tic film weasels its way into the 
line-up. On average, though, it is 
a critically acclaimed film from 
abroad. At this soiree of sorts, 
there is a light breakfast, a speak- 
er and a film screening. 

If that doesn’t quite tickle 
your fancy, then perhaps you 
should know that the films are 


000000000 00000006000000000 


Bloomberg Auditorium 

Come see the Sirens, Hopkins’s 
gonly all-female a cappella? 
Sgroup, perform at their fall¢ 
concert. Guest groups: UMBC’s ¢ 
’Mama’s Boys and GW’s Sons of ? 


This Saturday, Shriver Hall 
% ; . will host the 2009 Culture Show, 
Grab Your Joy stick: Video a display of many of Hopkins’s 
3Games on Fire g varied cultural groups. With 
38 — 10 p.m. % this being the 
%Mattin Center SDS Room Bond pancake 
Come see the Hopkins Enter-% 4... BR: 
$tainers’ Club at their fall show. § § thishighly suc- 
$ No cost for admission, just COMES cosctul ev ent 
sbring friends and enjoy. The% Hopkins _ stu- 
$main show will be held inside, % ; 

$followed by a fire performance % 


OOO00000000000 


dents can be 
sure to expect 


soutside. $a thoroughly 
a % entertaining 
$ % and informa- 
‘Tomorrow died Tomorr OW* tive night of 
sand Tomorrow — —g song, dance 
38 p.m. | (also Saturday at 8 p. mn. and ¢ and __ cultural 
Sunday ¢ at 2 p.m.) _ % immersion. 


year's 
% show will fea- 

ture a slew of very different and 
vat 3 talented groups, with everything 
pkins. § ranging from Hindi a capella to 
. ee $ traditional Irish dance. 
ee eee~SsCThe theme selected for the 


900000000000000000000000000000000006 


see JHU Theater's pride This 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow § 
oid Tomorrow an pene pays 


fie eso 
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Culture Show 


show is “Cultural Vibrations: 
Can You Feel It?” Shriver’s 
doors open at 6 p.m. and per- 
formances are expected to run 
until 8 p.m. 
Sponsored 
by the Office 
of Multicul- 
tural Affairs, 
the culture 
show is both 
a great way to 
experience the 


rich diversity 
and talents of 
these many 
groups and to 
support the 
efforts of your 
friends and 
classmates on 
stage. The show is free of charge, 
and makes a great start to a fun 
Saturday night. 


FILE PHOTO 


—Alex Still 


SS ee 


often not shown again for quite 
a while. 

This week the Charles will 
show the Danish film Flame & 
Citron. Supposedly one of the 
most expensive Danish films 
ever made, it cost $10 million 
to produce and is about Nazis. 
More specifically, it is about two 
guys who fight Nazis. So, if you 
liked the anti-Nazi message of 
Inglorious Basterds, then it stands 
to reason that you will enjoy this 
film as well. Plus the bad guy 
from Casino Royale, Le Chiffre, 
is in it. 

By now, I know you are to- 
tally going to see this movie. The 
film starts at 10:30 a.m. If you do 
show up early, however, be pre- 
pared: You will most likely be the 
youngest person in the room. 

If, by some strange twist, my 
incredible sales skills have failed, 
then it is your loss. However, to 
make it your gain, go enjoy a clas- 
sic, Paul Newman's The Hustler. It 
plays Nov. 9 at 9 p.m. 

If you don’t know what The 
Hustler is, attendance is manda- 
tory. The little jerk playing Mod- 
ern Warfare 2 will still be squeal- 
ing on X-Box Live when you get 
back. Trust me. 


— Michael Ferrante 


MODERM WARFARE 


COURTESY INFINITY WARD 


“COURTESY OF MORRIS UMN.EDU 


JHU dodgeball tournament 


offers more than eternal Hop- 
kins dodgeball glory, since the 
EWB Guatemala team will be 
using the entrance money to- 
wards funding a trip to help 
residents of a poor Guatemalan 
village. 

And here at Hopkins, prizes 
and a trophy await those who 
truly prove themselves on the 
dodgeball court on Dec. 5. The 
games will be staged from 4:30 
— 9 p.m. at the Rec Center. 


—Alex Still 


Solera 


Sonar 


Thursday 
Main Stage at 8 p.m. 
Tax Lo Presents Peaches ¢ 
Men (mem of Le Tigre) 
Ponytail ¢ DJs Cullen Stalin 
and Simon Phoenix 


Club Stage at 7 p.m.: 
Lionize ¢ Giant Panda 
Guerilla Dub Squad 
Arden 


Friday 
Main Stage at 8 p.m.: 
Dan Auerback (of The Black 
Keys) ¢ Justin Townes Earle 
* Jessica Lea Mayfield 


Club Stage at 7 p.m.: 
Shrinebuilder _ featuring 
Scott Kelly (Neurosis), Wino 
(Saint Vitus, Dale Crover 
(Melvins), Al  Crisneros 
(Sleep) ¢ U.S. Christmas 
Earthride 
Saturday 

Talking Head Club at 8 B m.: 
Times New Viking ¢ The 
Axemen (New Zealand) « 
Slow Jerks ¢ Mr Moccasin 


Ottobar 


Thursday 
Doors open at 8, show 9 p.m.: 
The Smiths Morrissey ka- 


raoke 

Friday 
Doors open at 7, show 7:30 
p.m.: 
Hit the Lights * There for 
Tomorrow ¢ Vinnie Caru- 


ana ¢ Sparks the Rescue: 
1 Rival 


Saturday 
Doors open at 8, show 9 p.m.: 
Art Brut ¢ Surfer Blood « 
Squaaks ¢ Sal eee 


ee 


sJam on the Quad 


8 p.m. 
Breezeway (lower quad) 


Come join the Octopodes for a% 
% preview of their fall set-list and 
gsome free hot chocolate! 


Dodgeball Tournament 
See Article, this page 


759: Boy Scouts of Harlem’ 
- Special Screening 

22 p.m. 
Mason Hall 

Meet the film’s co-directors, 
Jake Boritt (Hopkins ‘98) and 
Justin Szlasa (Hopkins ‘94).§ 
Linda Delibero (Hopkins 89), 
Sassociate director of film : 


SARA Ae gaan RE Pg eh EE At 


§ 
: 
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%media studies, will introduce 
the film and lead the discus- 
sion afterwards. Experience 
the journey of Scout Troop 759 
as they head from the streets of 
Harlem to the woods of Camp 
Keowa. Boy Scouts of Harlem is a 
swarm, funny, upbeat documen-$ 
Stary about scouting in an unex-3 
pected place. 


HOOOOOOOO 
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Sunday 3 
3AIDS Alliance Banquet & 
$7 — 9 p.m. 
3Glass Pavilion 2 


%Come and hear Dr. Deborahg 
%Persaud (a professor at Hopkins’ 
3School of Medicine and an ex-% 
pert in pediatric infectious dis-% 
Sease) speak on failed prophylaxis 
gand challenges for treatment of: 
3HIV-infected infants in resource-? 
3limited settings as well as the? 
: 3global implications of this prob-’ 
3lem. There will be a full Nep- 
Salese/Indian dinner catered 
: gby Kumari along with entertain- 
ment by JOSH, the Indian fusion’ 
$dance team, and Hopkins Jay-§ 
Swalk. Ticket prices: $20 general, § 
2$10 students with any college ID. § 


30000000000 


sHillel Movie Night: 
sMotorcycle Diaries 

87:30 p.m. 

3 Hillel - Smokler Center MPR 
3(Third Floor) 

$Come watch The Motorcycle Di-% 
Saries, an award-wining movie’ 
gabout the travels of Che Gue-§ 
Svara before he became a revo-% 


Slutionary. Refreshments will be’ 
served. 
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SSo, an Accountant, a Librar- 
: ian, and a Diva walk into a 
8... Church? 

32:30 — 5:30 ite 

3First & Franklin Street 

: 3 Presbyterian Church 
3A wide variety of classical’ 
smusical selections will be per-§ 


$formed soe, aes local vocalists, : 
: 3all off 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Tucker Max talks dirty to crowded Shriver Hall Weird’s the word at 
Woolly Mammoth Theatre 


By WAKIL AHMED 
Staff Writer 


Have you ever been persuaded 
by a Seemingly innocent bottle 
of absinthe to crash your hook- 
ups car into a Dunkin’ Donuts? 
Have you ever thrown a fat girl's 
clothes out your window eS get 
her to leave your house before 
your roommates walk in and find 
out you hooked up with her? 

Have you ever callously made 
fun of someone for peeing your 
bed and then no more than two 
months later pee in your own bed 
and blame it on someone else? 

Have you ever been perma- 
nently banned from all Embassy 
Suites hotels for defecating all 
over the bathroom and lobby of 
one of their hotels? If you said 
yes to any of these, or have done 
anything remotely similar, then 
congratulations, you can identify 
with Tucker Max. ; 

He is perhaps one of the few 
people in existence for whom the 
entire spectrum of words to de- 
scribe him is so polarized. Think 
of an “either love him or hate 
him” celebrity like Kanye West, 
and the range of words used to 
describe him. 

Consider these comments re- 
garding Tucker: “A disgusting, 
vile, repulsive, repugnant, foul 
creature,” and “an artist of the 
highest order and a true humani- 
tarian to boot.” What person other 
than Tucker Max could possibly fit 
those polar descriptions? 

For those unfamiliar with 
Tucker Max, he is most com- 
monly known for his 2005 de- 
but book, I Hope They Serve Beer 
In Hell, a collection of outra- 
geous stories detailing hysteri- 
cal drunken, social and sexual 
debauchery, the likes of which 
few had ever read. Who better 
to serve as the narrator than the 
very self-proclaimed narcissistic 
asshole responsible? 

Most of these stories involve 
Max making intelligent and re- 
sponsible life decisions, usually 
under the influence of a more- 
than-reasonable-or-safeconsump- 
tion of alcohol, such as holding 
a drinking contest at a sushi bar 
where whoever blows past a 0.20 
BAC level on a breathalyzer wins. 

Other tales include his having 
sex with a random girl on top of 
her purse, which contained pep- 
per spray, resulting in a mass ex- 
posure of capsaicin all over his 
genitalia. 

At one point, he was tricked 
by a clingy ex-girlfriend into tak- 
ing a physical test for chlamydia, 
meaning that he had to have a 
six-inch metal rod inserted into 
his penis for nothing. Another 
time, Max was let go from a law 
firm internship essentially for 
not having sex with one of the 
partners. 

However, these stories are 
only the tip of the iceberg. If you 
want to read about “free electro- 
shock therapy” or read the most 
hilarious argument about a sand- 
wich, then you can buy I Hope 
They Serve Beer In Hell. 

It all started with a joke web- 
site where girls could fill out an 
online date-application to date a 
young man named Tucker Max. 
Now it’s a hit website, a three- 
year-running New York Times 
Bestseller novel, a recent movie 
hailed by www.IGN.com as “the 
Godfather of raucous 20-some- 
thing comedies,” and a string of 
multiple tours at college campus- 
es and in Iraq. 

Wednesday night, Max came 


pea RRR Re ea 
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to Hopkins to speak at Shriver 
Hall, where he answered fans’ 
questions about the book and 
movie and entertained the audi- 
ence with several of his outland- 
ish stories and caustic sarcasm. 

According to the schedule, 
doors were supposed to open at 
8:30 pm. By 8 p.m. the entrance of 
Shriver was effectively blocked. 
By 8:15 p.m., the security finally 
came outside and guarded the 
door until opening. 

At 8:30 p.m., the doors opened 
and no time was wasted as ev- 
eryone rushed through, rather 
cooperatively. In no fewer than 
15 minutes, the rows began to fill, 
and people turned to see more 
people arriving, this time on the 
balcony seats. 

It is difficult to remember the 
last Hopkins event when people 
had to go up to the balcony, let 
alone when the balcony was filled 
by the time the show started. 

It wasn’t long until Max ar- 
rived. He opened by making sev- 
eral jokes about Hopkins and the 
audience. “I’ve never seen so many 
nerds in here. We could have a Star 
Trek convention here, too.” 

After telling a brief story about 
why girls should never go to Can- 
cun on spring break, because of 
guys like him, Max surprised the 
whole audience when he men- 
tioned a Hopkins student, who 
had sent him a “heartfelt” e-mail 
about how he wanted to live life 
similar to how Max lived life. 

The e-mail mentioned how 
most people at Hopkins are al- 
ways striving for success, many 
to the point of depression and 
never feeling happy about what 
they were doing, and he said 
that he didn’t want to follow that 
path. He wanted the follow the 
non-traditional path that Max 
followed, which is to follow your 
own road, based on your inner 
desires and self. 

Then Max asked if the person 
was in the audience. The student 
was nowhere to be found, which 
resulted in Max making fun of 
the poor individual. Funnier than 
that, the student actually showed 
up later and of course Max con- 
tinued to laugh at him. 

Max used the e-mail as a 
transition into his motivational 


COURTESY OF WWW.ROTTENTOMOATOES.COM 
Box office sales went down faster than the character's drinks in the film adapta- 
tion of Tucker Max's / Hope They Serve Beer in Hell 


ANGELI BUENO/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR | 
Excited Hopkins fans had Tucker Max sign everything (including body parts) at the meet and greet after the show on Wendesday night. 


speech about how he came to be 
who he was today. He empha- 
sized the importance of discover- 
ing and remembering what you 
love about yourself and what you 
love doing, and having the cour- 
age to pursue your dreams, de- 
spite encounters with naysayers. 

He assured the audience that 
those problems will happen to 
just about anyone trying to be 
successful. He discussed his per- 
sonal life in that regard, talking 
about how after his father fired 
him from the family business, 
he moved to Chicago with only 
$5000 saved up and began his 
writing career. 

Max joked how he ran out of 
money and had no job, so he took 
care of himself by emceeing to 
three-minute dating sessions and 
having his dates pay for all of his 
food. He expanded on his early 
writing career, mentioning being 
rejected numerous times despite 
the fact that he had taken great 
lengths to pursue what he loved 
doing. Of course, he didn’t give 
up and his perseverance paid off. 

His speeches on life and the 
pursuit of happiness formed the 
bulk of his presentation. 

He then opened a question 
and answer session where audi- 
ence members walked up and 
asked him any questions, re- 
garding his book, or his man- 
hood, which he successfully 
defended without breaking a 
sweat. One question, regarding 
the movie and its connection to 
a movie called Slingblade, lead to 
a roasting by Max, as there was 
no connection at all. 

Questions from other students 
got some interesting responses. 
One student asked Max if he par- 


tied a lot during his college days | 
at the University of Chicago, and 
Max expounded on how there | 
was very little to do at Chicago. 
He described the school as a Mid- | 


| The 


By ALEC MEACHAM 
Staff Writer 


Charles Mee’s play Full Circle 
went up at the Woolly Mammoth 
Theater last weekend and, as 
the Theater’s website warns, it is 
quite an “u nconventional experi- 
ence.” 

The Woolly Mammoth The- 
ater began in 1980 in Washing- 
ton D.C., born from the imagi- 
nations of two men: Howard 
Shalwitz, the artistic director 
of the theater, and Roger Brady. 
main maxim is “Defy 
Convention,” words that can 
be found in numerous places 
throughout the building. As the 
30th anniversary of the Theater 


| approaches, its members are go- 


ing farther than ever to live up 


| to this motto. 


Chuck Mee’s play, which was 
written 11 years ago, is inspired 


| by The Chalk Circle, a play that 


originated in the era of Chi- 
nese Yuan Drama, and has gone 


| through many adaptations since 


then. However, at the beginning 
of Full Circle, itis virtually impos- 
sible to imagine how this piece 


| has any relation at all to its pre- 


decessors. 

The play begins with the 
audience seated in front of a 
screen, which is on a small 
stage, in a small room. Three 


onstage and perform a very 
short, rather absurd scene from 
a political play in which a man 
who represents Communist 
China speaks in wild gibberish 
and strikes a deal with a West- 
ern capitalist. 

A video then appears in 
which Erich Honecker, who led 
the Democratic Republic party 
in East Germany, sits with his 
wife, their infant son Karl Marx 
Honecker and two bodyguards, 
discussing the play from which 
the previous short scene was 
taken. 

Honecker is played by Sarah 
Marshall, a company member at 
Woolly Mammoth for nearly 20 
years, who also plays two other 
male roles in the show very con- 
vincingly. 

Heiner Muller, a famous 
20th-century dramatist and ar- 
tistic director of the Berliner 
Ensemble, who was responsible 
for the production, comes out 
and speaks with Honecker, flat- 
tering and groveling at every 
opportunity. Muller is played 
by the artistic director of Wool- 
ly Mammoth, Howard Shal- 
witz, who shows a natural ease 
and stage presence in his ironic 
role. 

The audience members are 
shepherded into the main hall 
of the building where a platform 


western version of Hopkins. 

The last question was if Tuck- | 
er had ever been in love, and | , 
Tucker talked about his previ- | | 
ous relationship. It was one of | 
his few serious monogamous 
relationships that he had had | 
and because he was still fixated | 
on his work, his relationship 
couldn’t work out. 


The performance ended, but | | 


many stayed to take pictures of 
Tucker and get his autograph. 


Just two months ago, on Sept. | | 


25, the film adaptation of the book 
with the same title was released. 
In the movie, Tucker, played 
by Gilmore Girls’ Matt Czuchry, 
convinces his friend Dan (Geoff 
Stults) to relocate his bachelor 
party to a faraway strip club. 

A series of unfortunate events 
result in his friend being thrown 
in jail and Tucker not being invit- 
ed to Dan’s wedding. Tucker had 
to redeem himself and find a way 
to win his friends back. 

Unfortunately, the movie re- 
sulted in paltry first week box 
office sales, with $360,000 on 120 
screens, which Tucker Max ac- 
credits to poor marketing on the 
film’s part. On the website, he cit- 
ed an example where a girl claim- 
ing to be a big fan of the book had 
admitted that she did not even 
know there had a movie released. 

As for future prospects, Tuck- 
er Max has announced in inter- 
views and on his website that he 
will release a follow-up to I Hope 

They Serve Beer In Hell, titled Ass- 
holes Finish First next year. 


| actors in ridiculous suits come 
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Sesame Street celebrates its 40th anniversary 


By LILY NEWMAN 
Managing Editor 


Sesame Street, the children’s 
television show dedicated to 
education and entertainment, 
is officially middle-aged. The 
show celebrated its 40th an- 
niversary on Tuesday, and has 
aired 4,187 episodes since its 
premiere on Nov. 10, 1969. 

Sesame Street is produced by 
Sesame Workshop (formerly 
Children’s Television Work- 
shop), which has taken a novel 
approach to children’s pro- 
gramming since it was founded 
by Ralph Rogers and Joan Ganz 
Cooney. Both were pioneers of 
the idea that television could be 
used for educational purposes. 

From the beginning Sesame 
Street has used a blend of ani- 
mation, puppetry and live ac- 
tion to deliver short skits and 
stories that relate to the theme 
of the episode. The theme is 
comprised of a character-driven 
plot interspersed with vignettes 
illustrating one or more educa- 
tional concepts. 

Each episode is generally 
“sponsored” by certain letters 
and numbers which have fea- 
tured prominently in the con- 
tent of that show. . 


The aesthetic is colorful and 
visually stimulating, part of a 
strategy for holding the atten- 
tion of very young children, 
but this captivating quality is 
also useful for drawing in an- 
other target audience: parents. 
Sesame Street is one of the few 
children’s shows that also incor- 
porates content meant for older 
audiences. 

Puppets often participate in 
skits that are actually spoofs 
of other television shows, like 
game shows or soap operas, 
and many plots involve cur- 
rent sociopolitical issues, such 
as immigration, racism and 
the economy. Young children 
watch Sesame Street for its sur- 
face content, but they can also 
grow with Sesame Street as they 
begin to understand some of its 
underlying commentary. 

One classic musical number 
features Grover, Herry Monster 
and Cookie Monster singing 
a song about the fact that they 
are all “fuzzy and blue”. After a 
few verses, Frazzle, who speaks 
in a monster language that the 
viewer does not understand, en- 
ters the scene and demands to 
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COURTESY OF SESAME STREET 


Even after 40 years and some minor changes, the gang is still as colorful as it was in 1969. 


be included in the number. 
Grover comments indignantly, 
“Frazzle, you are not fuzzy and 
blue, you are fuzzy and orange.” 
But Frazzle perseveres until he 


ca 


\ 


is allowed to participate and the 

lyrics of the song are changed 

to “fuzzy and blue and orange”. 

At the end of the skit the blue 
sEE SESAME, Pace BS 
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By HILENA SOLOMON 
For the News-Letter 


Friday and Saturday evening, 
the Dunbar Baldwin Hughes The- 


atre Company explored all the 


colors of the rainbow in its vivid 
portrayal of Ntozake Shange’s For 
Colored Girls Who Have Considered 
Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf. 

Originally a stageplay, first 
printed as a book, Colored Girls 
has seen many different interpre- 
tations including that of a made- 
tor-television movie. Recently, 
though, Colored Girls has received 
the attention it deserves, as Tyler 
Perry has decided to make it into 
a feature film, already securing 
contracts from Halle Berry, An- 
gela Bassett and Jill Scott. 

The play takes the form of 
a “choreopoem” which, in the 
case of Colored Girls, consists of 
20 poems performed by faceless 
women who are known only by 

. the color they wear. 

The performance consisted of 
seven vignettes by each of the 
girls in her respective rainbow 
color. In between stories, there 
would be small breaks from the 
narratives with songs or smaller 
tales. Each of the girls’ presence 
on stage was different not solely 
because of each actor’s different 
techniques, but also because each 
girl had her own director. 

The choreography was well- 
rehearsed and effective. How- 
ever, where the movements were 
well-placed, the stage was lack- 
ing. With the exception of three 
paintings, boxes and a flower, 
the stage was bare. Symbolic as 
it was, the lack of scenery change 
created a bit of stagnancy that 
was not helped by the lack of 
props. 

The Lady in Yellow (sopho- 
more LaCroyah Walker) describes 
a time in high school where her 
naiveté leads to her loss of vir- 
ginity. At a high school party, she 
dances, ignorant of the attention 
she receives from the boys. Upon 
getting negative attention from a 
girl who doesn’t like her dancing, 


ARTIST 


Weezer 


ALBUM 


Raditude 


LABEL 


DGC/ Interscope 


RELEASED 


Nov.03,2009 | 


Raditude, former pop-rock 
phenom Weezer’s seventh and 
latest full-length album, is just 
another example of lead singer 
Rivers Cuomo gone wrong. 

The body and soul behind 
awesome powerhouses like 1997's 
Pinkerton and 
1994’ “Undone 
— The Sweater 
Song” hasscraped 
the bottom of 
the barrel with 

.a cheap, child- 
ish — pop-punk 
production — that 
actually features 
a track called “In 
The Mall.” In re- 
cent years, it’s 
seemed like Wee- 
zer has been on a bit of a decline 
from its early genius gems, but if 
you thought “Beverly Hills” was 
bad, think again. 

The album’s first single and 
opening track “(If You’re Won- 
dering If I Want You To, I Want 
You To)” spins a tale about a Slay- 
er t-shirt, smeared mascara kind 
of summer romance behind the 
backdrop of a tight, Patrick Wil- 
son-led percussion piece. 

Pent-up teenage sexual frus- 
tration peeks out of lines like “So 
_ make a move (make a Move) ‘cos - 
- lain’t got all night,” which seems 
| a bit too homeroom for a band 
| whose lead singer 
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one mancomes to 
her rescue. How- 
ever, his rescue 
facade turns into 
her eventual de- 
flowering in the 
back of a Buick. 
Senior Vanna 
Dela Cruz 
the Lady in Blue 
tells of her move 
into Harlem, a 
hostile environ- 
ment in which a 
mere smile could 
invite unwanted 
attention. This 
unintended  at- 
tention led to her 
rape and even- 
tual abortion. 
Facing the rat-in- 
fested abortion 
clinic alone cre- 
ated a terrifying 
and traumatizing 
event. Dela Cruz’s 
performance was 
particularly mov- 
ing, as she cried 
in its description. 

Freshman Omotola  Lawal 
played the Lady in Brown who 
reads a book about Haitian revo- 
lutionary Toussaint L’Ouverture, 
which inspires her to travel to 
Haiti. Packing up her books and 
belongings in a paper bag, she 
runs from home. On the way to the 
dock, she meets a 13-year old boy 
who is also, coincidentally, named 
Toussaint. As she talks with this 
young boy, her vivid imagining of 
the revolutionary fades away and 
she chooses, instead, to stay with 
the real, live boy. 

The Lady in Orange, fresh- 
man Morgan Glaze, remembers a 
convoluted love, affected by past 
relationships and other men. She 
struggles with the idea that she 
deserves to be happy, that she’s al- 
lowed to cry and that she can expe- 
rience pain. 

As the Lady in Purple, se- 
nior Mwende Muindi told a 
story about her love with a boy 
she competed with her friends 


as 


A steady drum beat keeps 
the mood energetic, and an epic 
bridge and guitar line seals it all 
into place. 

One of Raditude’s worst tracks 
is “I'm Your Daddy,” an insipid, 
repetitive piece that tries to re- 
capture the fresh sound found in 
something like The Green Album's 
“Photograph,” but fails miserably. 

Cuomo’s chorus line, “You are 
my baby tonight/And I’m your 
Daddy,” comes off as creepy rath- 
er than cute. 

It’s not that Raditude is such 
a terrible album that it will cause 
your eardrums to bleed; most 
tracks are catchy enough to inspire 
the average radio listener to turn 
the dial up on his or her car radio 
on a long highway drive home. 

But the stale 
lyrics, bland in- 
strumentation 
and overall cli- 
chéd — composi- 
tion shows such 
a marked decline 
from a band that 
brought the world 
masterpieces like 
“El Scorcho” and 
“Say It Ain’t So” 
that it’s almost 
sad for an old 
school Weezer fan to upload any 
of this to his or her iPod. 

Cuomo is too clever to write 
a song with a line like “We both 
watched Titanic/and it wasn’t 
too sad.” Buddy Holly would be 
ashamed. 

—Becca Fishbein 
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_ Swell Season 


ALBUM 
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Rainbow tackles bleak issues with poise Woolly Manunoth 
Theatre far from extinct 
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to have. Although he officially 
chooses her, he cheats with both 
of her friends, weaving a tale of 
lies to the three girls. 

When they finally realize what 
he has been doing, they have to 
come to terms with the betrayal 
and slowly rebuild their broken 
friendship. 

Junior Erika Kelley’s perfor- 
mance as the Lady in Green was 
both empowering and captivat- 
ing as she delivered a monologue 
about a man who stole every- 
thing from her. 

Using a bag as a metaphor, she 
elucidates on the feeling of being 
taken advantage of and taken for 
granted. Ultimately, though, she 
reclaims her life and walks away. 

The Lady in Red (senior Chris- 
tie Pridgen) begins her story as 
if she is telling that of a friend’s. 
But as the story delves deeper 
into the demons of her past, it 
is apparently her own story. She 
put up with an abusive boyfriend 
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Tori Amos 


ALBUM 


Midwinter Graces 


LABEL 


Tori Amos/ Republic 


Records 
RELEASED 


Nov. 10, 2009. 


In an unfortunately small 
amount of days, October will 
end and the monotonous drones 
of “Rudolph the Red-nosed Rein- 
deer” will start blasting from 
the radio. 

But don’t worry — those of 
you dreading the blatant holi- 
day commercialism that will 
surely follow Halloween need 
not fear. 

Tori Amos’s latest album, Mid- 
winter Graces, is a refreshingly 
original Christmas soundtrack 
that will please even the most 
cynical holiday listener. 

Amos, who coincidentally 
was expelled from Peabody 
Preparatory for her more pro- 
gressive musical techniques, 
has enjoyed a nearly 20-year 
solo career since the 1992 re- 


two first met when The Frames 
were touring through Irglova’s 
hometown. 

Since then, the two have been 
constantly connected in some 
fashion. Many people are famil- 
iar with their collaboration in 
the film “Once,” which won the 
Academy Award for Best Song. 

_ The winning tune, titled “Fall- 
ing Slowly,” had actually been 
written and performed before 


| the making of the film, but its 
_ presence on the big screen im- 
mediately launched the two into 


the band is al- | 


tionizing its sound. 


Each of the cast members wore a different color of the rainbow and recounted an emotional story. 


who fathered her three children. 


After dealing with his domestic | 


violence, substance abuse and 
unemployed lifestyle, she kicks 


MAMMOTH, From B3 
has been set up. The characters 
from the video are found on the 
stage in the center of the room. 

[he following scene shows 
the aftermath of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall in this theater, where 
many nameless characters flow 
in and out, cheering and shout 
ing. When Honecker is taken 
away by some of the raucous 
students, his wife leaves the 
child with Pamela Dalrymple, a 
wealthy American tourist who 
has somehow found her way 
into the theater. 

She, in turn, tries to unload 
the baby on Dulle Griet, one of 
the students who rushed in with 
a piece of the Wall, played by Jes- 
sica Frances Dukes. 

This whirlwind 
comes to a characteristically bi- 
zarre and entertaining finale: a 
full-out dance and sing-along of 
the song “Everlasting Love” by 


of a scene 


| the entire cast. 


Though the first act is one 
big, messy excursion and the 


| audience moves throughout the 


him out. But the problems don’t | 


end there. He comes back to de- 
mand her hand in marriage — an 
act that ends tragically with their 
children’s death. 

Colored Girls was an entirely 
enjoyable performance. Although 
its message was strong, the brief 


comic elements prevented it from 
becoming too heavy. Each of the | 


stories was relatable in its own 
way, and the actresses brought 
the complex and moving life sto- 
ries down to an accessible level 
— a feat no doubt helped by the 
directorial visions. 

Although the 
were brightening, they did not 


compare to the hopeful message | 


at the end: that regardless of the 
trials each of these girls went 
through, they still continued liv- 
ing their lives. 


RATIONS 


lease of Little Earthquakes. As 
her first Christmas album, Mid- 
winter Graces is a nice shift from 
Amos’s widely acclaimed last 
album, Abnormally Attracted to 
Sin. 

The album is distinctively 
Amos’s own: half of the tracks 
are original works and the other 
half are modernized takes on tra- 
ditional hymns. 

Despite her use of Christian 
hymns, the album itself is not 
excessively religious. The first 
single, “What Child, Nowell,” is a 
graceful mixture of “What Child 
is This?” and “The First Noel,” 
uniquely blended with Amos’s 
signature melancholy  instru- 
mentation. 

Yet an edgier Amos is unveiled 
in the second track, “Star of Won- 
der,” with its choppy, alternative, 
almost Bjorklike introduction 


and Near-Eastern instrumental 


sound. 

The third track, “A Silent 
Night with You,” is Amos’s first 
entirely original album single in 
Midwinter Graces. 

This song is perfectly catchy and 
enjoyable, although, as a Christ- 
mas love song with a fairly typical 
refrain, it is undoubtedly the most 
universally appealing of her origi- 
nal songs, and therefore the most 
likely to be picked up and over- 
played by a satanic radio station. 


two core artists have remained 
close friends and partners. 


Most fans familiar with this 


group are well 
acquainted with 
the raw, lyrical 
ballads consist- 
ing of piano and 
acoustic guitar 
that made these 
two famous. 
However, in the | 
first 15 seconds 
of the first song, 
“Low Rising,” 


ready _revolu- 


introduc 
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building to follow the action, 
the play stops spinning and 
comes into focus in the second 
act. 

Pamela and Dulle Griet, who 
still have the child, have been 
pursued across Berlin by two 
wonderfully inept soldiers. 
Dulle Griet, who has actu- 
ally cared for the infant all the 
while, has grown to love little 
Karl Marx. 

When the soldiers capture the 
two fugitives, they are brought to 
trial for the custody of the child, 
along with Christa Honecker, the 


| child’s birthmother. 
colors worn | 


Before the trial begins, there is 
ascene in which Muller stands on 
a circular stage that serves as his 
cell and gives a speech in which 
he first attempts to justify his ac- 
tions in collaborating with the 
oppressive Communist regime 


RL EEN ts Oli Wy 35 IG 
In “Holly, Ivy, and Rose” and 
“Jeanette, Isabella,” Amos seam- 
lessly integrates often forgotten 
classics into the 21st century. 
Amos’s pure, exposed voice per- 
fectly portrays the haunting 
melody of “Lo, How a Rose ‘Ere 
Blooming,” which is then joined 
by a mystical, upbeat version of 
“The Holly and the Ivy” in the 
fifth track. 

Amos similarly resurrects the 
often-overlooked but undeniably 
beautiful French hymn, “Bring a 
Torch, Jeanette, Isabella,” in the 
eighth track. 2 aie 

Amos’s “Jea- | “ 
nette, _—_ Isabella” 
is simple and el- 
egant, with light 
string and_ per- 
cussion accom- 
paniment allow- 
ing her voice to 


exquisitely shine [Brye\.. 
throu gh. Midwintescgac, 

Notable among 
Amos’s new 


songs are “Pink and Glitter” 
and “Winter's Carol.” “Pink and 
Glitter,” has a fun 40s quality, 
and with big brass accompani- 
ment and a swing-like sound, it 
is unlike any other song on the 
album. 

“Winter's Carol” is, on the 
other hand, her most powerful- 
ly emotional single in Midwinter 
Graces, and is reminiscent of her 
earliest work, specifically, her 
1992 single “Winter.” 

The expressive ballad is a 
patchwork of different musical 


After the first chorus, the 
sweet, sliding violin makes an 
appearance. Already, this group 
has taken great leaps to create a 


tricate sound. 
Thebanddoes, 


deeper, more in- 


however, © stick _ 
to its thematic | 


— although he ends up admit- 
ting his faults rather painfully, 

The monologue is delivered 
with passion and deftness by 
Shalwitz and presents Mee’s 
complicated view of Muller: 
While deeply critical, it is also 
empathetic and distinctly self- 
aware. 

To his chagrin, Muller js 
called upon to be the judge in 
the custody trial. This is where 
the inspiration from The Chalk 
Circle finally becomes apparent. 
When the child is placed at the 
center of the circle, the three 
women argue and wrestle over 
him, and Pamela finally emerges 
victorious. However, she decides 
to keep on Dulle Griet as the ba- 
by’s au pair. 

The play comes to a close with 
an ironic rendition of The Bea- 
tles’ “All You Need is Love,” in 
which Dulle Griet sits with the 
crying child at the center of the 
circle, a look of confusion and 
acute distress upon her face. 

Though the two acts of the play 
were very different, the entire 
piece flowed surprisingly well. 
The fluidity of motion through- 
out the building involved the au- 
dience in the central characters’ 
journey, although some audience 
members expressed concern as 
to whether this was an essential 
element. 

Although it was rough around 
the edges and a bit messy, the 
play’s hectic movement to and 
fro reflected the chaos and con- 
fusion surrounding the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, the focal point 
of action, and in that respect, it 
does justice to its historical back- 
ground. 

Chuck Mee continues to be 
one of most innovative play- 
wrights of the age, and hopefully 
his play, which continues until 
Nov. 29, will help the great Wool- 
ly Mammoth Theater grow into 
its 30th year. 


moods, and is indeed the most 
intricate and unusual song 
from the album, yet not exact- 
ly what you'd call a Christmas 
song. By the album’s final track, 
“Our New Year,” you will have 
forgotten that you'd been lis- 
tening to a Christmas album 
at all, as this final song is about 
a broken relationship and has 
little to do with the Christmas 
season. That's not to say that it 
isn’t good. 
Emotionally riveting and 
musically intriguing, it is ac- 
tually one of 
her most suc- 


cessful new 
singles. No, 
the album 
doesn’t con- 


clude with a 
sweet rendi- 
tion of “Have 
Yourself 


a 
Merry Little 
Christmas,” 
but then 


again, Amos was not setting 
out to conform to a holiday 
cliché. 

Ultimately, Midwinter Graces 
triumphs as an innovative new 
holiday album. 

Amos defines holiday mu- 
sic for a new generation while 
delightfully satisfying the de- 
Sire for traditional songs of the 
Christmas season, so you can 
feel confident that this album 
will please your entire famil 
come December. : 


—Catherine Cryer 


ending an off-screen romance, the 


Arms,” is a return to familiar — 
ground. It is a slow, simple bal- 
lad with the refrain, “Maybe I 
_ was born to hold you in these 
arms,” leading the way in the 
exploration of love's fickle. 
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ove COURTESY OF JAIL 
Jai L adjusts the mic levels during his Monday night radio show, The Evolution of 
Sound, which boasts the highest amount of listeners since WJHU went digital. 


generales new listeners 


By MO ALKAYSI 
For the News-Letter 


While WJHU radio’s popu- 
larity has been in decline, the 
new hit show The Evolution of 
Sound with Jai L just may be the 
stimulus needed to return the 
station to its former glory. 

The show, which premiered 
with the highest number of lis- 
teners since the station’s transi- 
tion to web streaming, has expe- 
rienced an increase in listeners 
over the past three shows, with 
even higher forecasts for the 
next segment. 

“The second episode had over 
70 listeners during the hour, 
something that no other show 
on the station has been able to 
boast,” said the show’s host, 
sophomore Jai L. 

But why exactly has Jai’s 
show generated a larger audi- 


perform a live session in the | 


studio. 


“I was really happy to have | 


the two on the show. I was even 
asked for recordings of their ses- 
sion,” remarks Jai. 

He also added that, “The Evolu- 


tion of Sound doesn’t only include | 


techno. It also includes any type 
of music that I feel will appeal to 
the listeners.” 

“Il am] always looking for 


people who are willing to play | 


some of their music, whether 
they want to perform live on 
the air. or play a track that was 
previously recorded,” Jai said. 

He invites musicians who 
want to play music on-air or 
who are trying to appeal to a 
larger audience to feel free to 
contact him. 

Indeed, The Evolution of Sound 
is all about its listeners. 

Every week inside of the 


ence and fan studio, Jai 
base than any L is joined 
other WJHU “When its comes by friends 
broadcast? A and _ listeners 

Jai attrib- own to it, the show Mhdimmectend 
uted his suc- ; the hour in- 
cess to the oe really only oe good side the stu- 


heavy adver- 
tising he does 
before each 
show. 

“[My genre] 
isn’t as popu- 
lar as hip-hip or rock,” he said, 
which makes listeners curious to 
listen to something different. 

Additionally, word-of-mouth 
advertising encourages listeners 
to tune in. 

Hosted weekly by Jai L, the 
show broadcasts recordings and 
mixes of today’s hits in electron- 
ic, house and techno, all types of 
music that Jai listens to and cre- 
ates off-air himself. 

Yet while Jai‘s own mu- 
sic preferences influence the 
show, he never keeps the music 
aired limited to any particular 
genre. 

The Evolution of Sound, which 
airs on Monday nights at 10 p.m, 
features tracks from some of 
the most popular DJs of today, 
including Armin Van Buren 
and Tiesto. At the same time, 
Jai uses the show as a medium 
to, “showcase some of [his] own 
works, as well as the music of 
others.” 

The very first episode of The 
Evolution of Sound debuted a new 
song by Hopkins student sopho- 
more Roy Swanson, labeled “La 
Tocada,” meaning “The Jam” in 
Spanish. 

“It’s really exciting,” Swanson 
said when interviewed about 
hearing his song on-air. “It’s re- 
ally cool that Jai has provided 
me with a medium through 
which to get some of my songs 
out there.” oe 

Jai was very enthusiastic 
about this possibility and the 
following week he had Swan- 
son, along with Peabody soph- 
omore John Dannenhoffer, 


it is.” 


as its listeners think 


dio with him 
while he is 
on-air. 

While Jai 
is working 
the turntables 

and mixing board, his com- 
panions listen, show their sup- 
port and generally have a good 
time. 

“Having my friends in the 
studio each week is really nice. 
I mean, not only do I have some- 
one to talk to while the songs 
are playing, but it’s also very 
cool to know that people are 
actually listening,” Jai said. 

“I let each of my friends get 
a chance to talk on-air. When 
it comes down to it, the show 
is really only as good as its lis- 
teners think it is, so I work re- 
ally hard to make sure that the 
show is as great as I can make 
Tie 

Jai has made it easy to access 
some of the mixes and record- 
ings of music that he plays on 
his show. 

He reminds his listeners that 
he is always open to suggestions. 
Listeners can go to http://www. 
youtube.com/Thejlevolution to 
check out the music or to get in 
contact him. 

The next episode of will 
showcase a freestyle competi- 
tion among several competitors 
that Jai knows personally or 
who have contacted him. 

“1 love making music,” Jai 
said. 

“I love being able to share 
music with others. I think the 
show is just a great opportu- 
nity for me to pursue one of 
my passions outside of my aca- 
demics.” ay 

The Evolution of Sound may be 
just the type of evolution that 
WJHU Radio needs. 


— Jarl 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Mid-season televisio 


By AKIF SAIFI 
Staff Writer 


With the 2009-2010 television 
season underway, we thought it 


| would be a good idea to let read- 


ers know what's hot and what's 
not. Listed below are a few of the 
shows currently gracing televi- 
sions all across the nation. 


|| How I Met Your Mother 


Going strong through its fifth 
season, How I Met Your Mother 
finally sees Ted getting closer to 
meeting his future wife. How- 
ever, the group’s dynamic has 
suddenly shifted as, against all 


|| odds, Barney and Robin start 


dating. 

It’s almost a shame really, 
since it means that viewers won't 
get to see Barney in his natural 


| | environment, picking up girls for 
| | one-night stands with all sorts of 


wacky pick-up lines and obscure 
back stories. 

On the other hand, it does al- 
low the audience to see a loving 
and caring side of Barney Stin- 
son. 

But as this week’s episode 


| pointed out, some things are just 
| not meant to last. In Barney’s 


own words: “Daddy’s home.” 


| This season’s jokes are still hilari- 


ous and it is definitely a show to 


| watch. 


WJHU’s Evolution of Sound: 


| Hank Moody change things up 


Californication 

Almost the epitome of sex, 
drugs and rock ‘n’ roll, the third 
season of Californication sees 


in his life as he begins to teach 
writing at university. 

A lack of familiar faces is cer- 
tainly discernible as Mia takes off 
on a nationwide book tour and 
Karen leaves Hank and Becca to 
go live in New York. 

The show is still a blast to 
watch as Hank gets himself into 


| some kind of trouble at almost 


every corner and the awkward 
tension rises as Charlie and Mar- 
cy’s relationship seems to be fall- 
ing apart. It really is a must-see 
for all. 


Dexter 


Everybody’s favorite blood 


Sesame 
Street still 
relevant after 
Al) years 


SESAME, From B3 
monsters seem happy that they 
decided to include Frazzle in what 
is now a barbershop quartet (com- 
plete with hats and canes). 

Sesame Street is especially ap- 
pealing to today’s parents because 
many of them grew up with it 
themselves. Though some char- 
acters have left the show and oth- 
ers have been added, the primary 
muppet cast is still recognizable 
to a viewer from any of the last 
four decades. 

One tradition Sesame Street has 
maintained throughout its ten- 
ure is that of discussing tough is- 
sues during normal episodes that 
are otherwise uneventful. These 
issues range from death (most 
notably the death of the beloved 
character Mr. Hooper, which was 
explained to Big Bird in episode 
1839) to even more abstract feel- 
ings. 

In one song, entitled “What Do 
I Do When I’m Alone?”, Grover 
describes feeling sad and lonely, 
but says, “sometimes when I am 
all alone, I think of how happy 
I would be if I wasn’t alone and 
you were here with me.” Melan- 
choly songs or skits are generally 
followed by content that is more 
upbeat. 

In the last 40 years, Sesame 
Street has gone from being a 
slightly goofy children’s show to 
being a pop-culture icon. Though 
times have changed, it remains 
current and relevant because 
it teaches children everything 
from practical lessons (“It’s hard 
to play a saxophone with some- 
thing in your hand”) to universal 
values. 

In one song containing great 
insight, Ernie sings, “Though I'd 
like to look down at the earth from 
above, I would miss all the places 
and people I love, so although I 
might like it for one afternoon, I 
don’t want to live on the moon.” 
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In this season's Dexter, Dexter attempts to balance his new baby and married life while still being a lovable serial killer. 


splatter analyst/serial killer is 
back and hungering for blood, 
but things aren’t as easy as they 
used to be. Caught between the 
needs of his family, his newborn 
son and a string of murders tak- 
ing place in Miami, Dexter barely 
finds time to satisfy his “dark 
passenger.” 

Things certainly are differ- 
ent this time around, but the 
show still retains its dark hu- 
mor and suspense as a new 
serial killer surfaces in Miami 
and threatens Dexter’s very 
existence. John Lithgow guest 
stars. 


The Office 

Many have said that Ameri- 
cans simply don’t know when to 
stop, and that certainly may be 
true in The Office’s case. 

The original BBC series ended 
after its second season, while the 
American one is puttering on 
through its sixth. 

It’s still an entertaining show 
to watch, but it is quite past its 
prime. Recent episodes do not 
stack up 

anywhere near those of the 
earlier seasons and jokes never 
really floor audiences like they 
have in the past. 


Instead, it has become a show 
that is watched simply for the 
sake of watching something. 


30 Rock 

With a slew of Emmys and 
Golden Globes in its basket, 30 
Rock does not disappoint, even as 
it progresses through its fourth 
season. 

The characters that audiences 
have come to love are still there 
and very much the same. Tracy 
and Jenna feel threatened as 
Liz searches for a new actor for 
TGS while everybody’s favorite 
boss, Jack Donaghy, gets a visit 
from his old archenemy Devon 
Banks. 

The show is still funny as ever 
with its quirky jokes and blatant 
satire of product placement. 


Family Guy 

Family Guy has slowly been 
dipping lately, but it did, how- 
ever, manage to finish off the 
last season quite strong, mak- 
ing it clear that Seth Macfarlane 
and the gang have not lost their 
touch. 

While their eighth season 
didn’t cause much of astir when it 
started up again, last week’s two 
episodes were some of the fun- 


niest they’ve made for a while; 
indicating that there’s still plenty 
of material for the residents of 
Spooner Street. 

South Park 

Trey Parker and Matt Stone 
have certainly not been pulling 
any punches lately, going after 
the WWE, Whale Wars, Ghost 
Hunters, the Japanese and even 
bikers. 

They don’t even try to dis- 
guise their message through al- 
legory but rather they blatantly 
come out and say it. South Park 
is another show trailing off past 
its prime, trying to regain its lost 
glory. 

While it may be downright 
hilarious at times, it can be ex- 
tremely obscene, vulgar and of- 
fensive at others. 

Viewers never really know 
what they’re going to get, but all 
they can do is hope for a good 
episode because, more often than 
not, there’s a 50-50 chance that it 
won't be. 


So there you have it, a brief 
look at the ups and downs of this 
year’s television season so far. 


Some shows are still going stron- 
ger while it is evident that others 


are on their last leg. 


HELP WANTED 


The Lombard Securities Internship 


(student flexible hours) 


Lombard Securities, a national securities (stock and bond) brokerage firm 
headquartered in Baltimore, is looking for a person with computer skills to work in our 
Information Technology Department as an addition to the three Johns Hopkins 
students already employed in that capacity. Its members receive invaluable training 
and real-world experience. A Lombard student internship is not necessarily confined 


to a single year. 


We would ideally prefer someone with basic programming skills who is familiar with 
HTML. We consider students in all four years of college work, and encourage 


freshmen to apply. 


This position offers paid part-time employment during the school year (just several 
hours a week, with student schedules liberally accommodated) and full-time paid 
summer internship (holidays optional). We offer free parking and a pleasant working 


environment. 


For those who seek a career in finance or financial technology, Lombard offers the 
unusual opportunity of becoming FINRA securities licensed financial representative 
while a student. This can be a decided advantage when interviewing on Wall Street. 
Former Lombard interns have gone on to employment at New York Stock Exchange 
member firms such as Goldman Sachs, Barclay’s and Morgan Stanley. 


Our headquarters office is located in a renovated 150 year old building in the historic 
Fell’s Point neighborhood of Baltimore, just 12 blocks south of Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, not far from the Hopkins (JHMI) shuttle. Please send an email with your 
resume , including your contact information to aalemu@golombard.com,, or call our 
Amanuel Alemu (ext. 311) at the telephone number listed below. 


LOMBARD 


SECURITIES INCORPORATED 


1820 Lancaster Street 
Baltimore, MD 21231 


© 


410.342.1300 / 800.755.2144 / fax 410.732.0303 


member: NASD, SIPC 
www.golombard.com 


i 
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Blue Jay Brigade By Kevin Li 


Okay what's with 
The Baltimore Sun 
attacking 

my students 


Like Hopkins is 
the worst thing in 
Baltimore 


They ran an article Now they are saying 
saying Hopkins Hopkins students were 
students are bitter and irked by the 

rude and filming on campus because 
unwelcoming, they were rejected 
then one saying i from Harvard and 

Hopkins students >"°W ended up here as 

were insensitive a backup school.” 


EN 

EN. 
ZN. 
aNe 


ROOM INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
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*Article from Nov 3, 2009; http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/ movies/bal-ae.facebookO3nov03 0 5028178 story 
Quentin and Sam 


“Dear Quentin and Sam, I will be away for a 
ile due to massive amounts of work. Sorry I'll 
be neglecting you guys for a week, at the ve 
east. Please te care of yourselves until then. 
-Your cartoonist” 


3. Stench of Alcohol 


Oh! This must be how stick figures came to be! 
From neglect! Cool! We'll survive until next week 


HOLY CRAP! SOMEONE FEED US 
BEFORE WE TURN INTO 
NOTHINGNESS, WE LOVE YOU? 


4, Live Red Squirrel Living in Closet 
a. Acorns in Electrical Sockets 
b. Named George 
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ee 
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draw us a grocery store to go to at least? 
Or a fridge? 


| §, Ethernet Cord on Floor (Tripping Hazard) 


Findings Special 
Findings Special #1: Hazards oF Smoking FOR IMTS 
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Okay what's with 

The Baltimore Sun 
attacking 

my students. 


They had articles Now they are saying 
saying Hopkins Hopkins students were 
students are bitter and irked by the 

rude and filming on campus because 
unwelcoming, they were rejected 
then one saying from Harvard and 

Hopkins students N35‘ ended up here as 

were insensitive x” a backup school* 

to the A 
samurai incident. Hp 


+ Doesn't The Sun 
have any better to 


report one? SY. QA: 


BE YERY YERY QUIET, 
I'M HUNTING FOXES, 
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wT FOX Hunt 


IF I'M THE FOX 
I'M GUESSING THOSE ARE 
OBAMA'S ATTACK DOGS, 


| KNEW | SHOULDN'T 
HAVE HIRED O'REILLY. 
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Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Letrrer 


Hopkins NanoBioTech Institute wins $14.8 M 


By ALEENA LAKHAN PAL 
Staff Writer 


Whether it is Relay for Life or 
bench research, people every- 
where are striving to find a cure 
for cancer. Here at Hopkins, the 
Institute of NanoBioTechnol- 
ogy, or INBT, has been awarded 
a $14.8 million grant to join this 
battle against cancer by launch- 
ing a Hopkins Engineering in 
Oncology Center. 

Researchers will study both 
the physical and biological prop- 
erties of cancer in order to bet- 
ter understand how the disease 
grows and spreads. 

Denis Wirtz will be heading the 
center alongside associate director 
Gregg Semenza, both of whom are 
incredibly excited to see the project 
realized. 

Wirtz is a professor of chemi- 
cal and biomolecular engineer- 
ing at Hopkins. 

“My role is to help coordinate 
the efforts of researchers from 
very different scientific back- 
grounds and ensure that stu- 
dents and postdoctoral fellows 
in the Center are deeply trained 
both in cancer biology and bioen- 
gineering,” Wirtz said. 

He is also very enthusiastic 
about the range of research that 
will be done at the center. 

“Oncogenic mutations, while 
often required, are not sufficient to 
induce cancer,’ Wirtz said. “Can- 
cer cells require a specific physical 
and biochemical microenviron- 
ment that is critical to their spread 
to other tissues and organs.” 

Semenza, the associate di- 
rector, comes from the School 
of Medicine’s Departments of 
Pediatrics, Medicine, Oncology 
and Radiation Oncology, and the 
McKusick-Nathans Institute of 
Genetic Medicine. He is ready to 
embark on yet another task in the 
world of biomedicine. 

“The opportunity to study the 
physical properties of cancer and 
to relate these to their biologi- 
cal properties and, ultimately, to 
clinical outcome is novel and ex- 
citing” Semenza said. 

Wirtz and Semenza will be 
working alongside various re- 
searchers hailing from the Home- 

wood Campus, including Sean 


The new Engineering in Oncology Center will study the physics of cancer cells, including cell 


Sun, Peter Searson, Kostas Kon- 
stantopoulos and Sharon Gerecht. 

According to the INBT News- 
letter, Wirtz received a congratula- 
tory letter from President Daniels, 
encouraging this new interdisci- 
plinary effort. 

“Not only will [they] be em- 
barking into a new realm of sci- 
entific collaboration, [they] will 
be, at the same time, establishing 
Johns Hopkins as a leading center 
of excellence in this field,” Daniels 
wrote. “The ongoing fight against 
cancer demands new ideas, per- 
spectives and approaches.” 

The Engineering in Oncology 
Center has three main aims. The 
first is to analyze the makeup and 
physical properties of the extracel- 
lular matrix. The second is to study 
the physical basis for cancer cell 
adhesion and de-adhesion. The 
third is to investigate the effects of 
fluid and mechanical forces at dif- 
ferent oxygen tension microenvi- 
ronments on tumor cell signaling, 
adhesion and migration. 

Semenza and Gerecht will lead 


research concerning the first aim. 
Wirtz willbe working with Dr. Greg 
D. Longmore of Washington Uni- 
versity in St. Louis on investigating 
the second of the three aims. 

The last area of interest will 
be taken care of by two other col- 
leagues, Konstantinos Konstan- 
topoulos, who is the chair of the 
Whiting School’s Department of 
Chemical and Biomolecular En- 
gineering, and Martin L. Pomper 
from the School of Medicine's 
Department of Radiology and 
the Kimmel Cancer Center. 

Semenza and Gerecht's particu- 
lar focus is on the role of oxygen, or 
lack thereof, in the progression of 
cancer through the transcription 
factor hypoxia-inducible factor 1, 
or HIF-1. This transcription factor is 
important to the function of many 
essential aspects of biology, includ- 
ing the formation of blood vessels. 
Semenza plans to test the hypoth- 
esis that oxygen, through HIF-1, 
changes the physical properties of 
the cancer and that these changes 
in turn represent a signal that fur- 


Where's your arm? Joints give you a picture 


By JEFFREY SIEGEL 
Staff Writer 


Hold your arm out under- 
neath a table, without touch- 
ing it, so you cannot see it. 
Now, without moving your arm 
under the table, move a coin 
around on top of the table until 
you think it is above your index 
finger. How do you know where 
your finger is? You are not using 
any of the traditional five sens- 
es, but a different sense entirely 
— proprioception. 

Proprioception is the sense of 
where your limbs are in relation 
to the rest of your body. When- 
ever you cannot see any part of 
your body, you still know where 
it is thanks to proprioception. It 

is a vital sense, allowing you to 
move without having to keep an 
eye on what you are moving. 

But how good is our proprio- 
ception? Christina Fuentes and 
Amy Bastian, scientists at the 
Kennedy Krieger Institute, are 
particularly interested in our 
proprioception across joints. 


They have recently conducted 
three experiments to test the ac- 


COURTESY OF WWWOITONCA 
The KINARM is a robotic arm that tests subjects’ proprioception. 


curacy and precision of human 
proprioception of the elbow, 
discovering that the more your 
elbow is extended or flexed, the 
more inaccurate your proprio- 
ception of it. 

“We had the subjects in the 
experiments put their right arm 
into the KINARM, an exoskeletal 
robotic arm that can be used to 
change the angle and position 
of their arm,” Fuentes said. “We 
used a screen to block their view 
of their arm, and projected im- 
ages that appeared to be in the 
same plane as their arm.” 

In each of the experiments, 
Fuentes tested the subjects’ abil- 
ity to match the actual location of 
their arm and elbow to a projec- 
tion on the screen, which consist- 
ed of a line representing the up- 
per arm, a dot at the end of that 
line representing the elbow, and 
either another line for the fore- 
arm or a dot for the index finger. 

In the first experiment, the 
subjects used a joystick in their 
left hand to adjust the position 
of the line representing their 
forearm until the angle of the 
projected lines matched that of 
the elbow. Af- 
ter 12 seconds, 
the robotic 
arm adjusted 
the angle of 


the shoulder 
or elbow, and 
the process 


was _ repeated. 
While chang- 
ing the shoul- 
der angle had 
no impact on 
the subjects’ 
estimates, 
changing the 
elbow angle 
up or down 
from an ideal 
of 60 degrees 
worsened the 
subjects’ accu- 


racy. 
In the sec- 
ond _ experi- 


ment, subjects used the joystick 
to adjust the position of the dot 
representing their index finger 
until the dot was atop the fin- 
ger, according to their proprio- 
ception. 

“There is evidence suggesting 
that the central nervous system 
primarily represents limb posi- 
tion in terms of endpoint posi- 
tion — that is, our propriocep- 
tion works by positioning our 
fingers and toes relative to the 
body, then using their positions 
to work out where the arms and 
legs are. Therefore, we hypoth- 
esized that the subjects would 
produce a more precise group 
of elbow angle estimates if they 
were estimating the position of 
their fingertips, rather than the 
angle of their elbows,” Fuentes 
said. 

In the final experiment, sub- 
jects moved their own forearm 
to match the position of the line 
representing it on the screen. The 
goal was to compare whether 
actively moving one’s arm onto 
the line would be more accurate 
(producing closer estimates) and 
more precise (producing esti- 
mates off by nearer to the same 
amount) than moving the line 
onto the arm, or moving a dot 
onto the fingertip. 

As it turned out, in all three 
experiments, for all the different 
elbow and shoulder angles, the 
average accuracy was about two 
degrees. Further, the pattern 
found in the first experiment 
held true: Subjects overestimat- 
ed the elbow angle by more and 
more as the actual elbow angle 
increased above 75 degrees, 
and underestimated by larger 
amounts as the actual elbow an- 
gle fell below 45 degrees. 

However, the precision im- 
proved in the second and third 
experiments. In the first experi- 
ment, the estimates were spread 
out by almost 6 degrees, while 
in the other two experiments, 
the spread was around 4 de- 
grees. 


COURTESY OF SPECTRUM MITEDU 
adhesion, metastasis and signalling. 


ther increases HIF-1 activity. 

Their method will be to couple 
these basic science investigations 
with efforts to develop anti-can- 
cer drugs that block HIF-1 activ- 
ity. Wirtz and Longmore believe 
that cell deadhesion increases the 
chances that a cancer cell will break 
free, move through the blood- 
stream, and invade other tissues. 

“Cancer metastasis from a pri- 
mary tumor site consists in a suc- 
cession of steps where mechani- 
cal forces play a central role,” 
Wirtz said. Understanding these 
mechanical forces may help de- 
velop new cancer therapies. 

Researchers in and outside of the 
Engineering in Oncology Center 
have high hopes for this interdis- 
ciplinary approach to finding the 
cure for cancer, Although that cure 
may be a while away, the research 
is substantial and well-funded. 

The Center at the INBT may 
very well lead Hopkins to the fore- 
front of cancer research, as Presi- 
dent Daniels wrote in his letter to 
Wirtz, “the Center will ultimately 
develop new therapeutic and di- 
agnostic tools based on physical 
principles, complementing more 
conventional genetic or biochemi- 
cal approaches to this devastating 


disease.” 


Fatty acids may shape circuits 
in brain to help boost memory 


By ALICE HUNG 


lor The News-Letter 


Despite popular belief that 


| saturated fats must be avoided at 


all times, recent research led by 
Richard Huganir of the Depart- 
ment of Neuroscience at Hopkins 
shows that palmitate, a fatty acid 


| that is present in the brain, plays 


a significant role in memory re- 
tention. 

Nerve cells, or neurons, com- 
municate with each other via 
synapses (the gaps between two 
neurons). Neurotransmitters, 
which are chemical signals, are 
sent from the terminal branches 
of one neuron, and are received 
by the receptors on the dendrites 
of the second neuron. 

Long-term 


subunits NR2A and NR2B. When 
the fat attaches to the first region 
near the membrane, the addition 
of phosphate groups to tyrosine 
kinase proteins is increased, 
thereby stabilizing NMDA recep- 
tors on neuron surfaces. 

But before you gorge yourself 
on meat and dairy, foods that 
contain palmitate, you should 
know that the location at which 
the fatty acid binds is just as im- 
portant as the amount of palmi- 
tate present. 

Attaching a palmitate of the 
second site at the middle of C-ter- 
minus causes NMDA receptors 
to accumulate within the Golgi 
apparatus, a cell’s protein pack- 
aging and shipping center, of the 
neuron. Because the receptors are 

stuck within the 


potentiation Golgi, expres- 
and synapse Tf we could shift the Sion. of NMDA 
plasticity, phe- at the synapse 
nomenas_ that balance of is reduced. 

show how ia lat; | Researchers 
the connec- Palmitoylation, then suggest that 
tion between perhaps we could palmitoylation 

p ps 

two neurons of the second 
can change in affect and enhance site may func- 
strength, sug- tion to ensure 


gest that long 
term memory 
is stored in 
synapses. Con- 
tinuous sculpt- 
ing of synaptic 
connections 
creates new 
memories, strengthens existing 
ones and erases old ones. 

It has long been known that 
the neurotransmitter  gluta- 
mate plays a key function in 
synaptic plasticity (the ability 
of synapses between neurons 
to strengthen and weaken over 
time). This chemical activates 
NMDA receptors, which pro- 
motes the communication be- 


| tween nerve cells. However, the 


way that NMDA receptors are 
put together has always been a 
mystery. 

The Hopkins research team 
added radioactive palmitate to 
live neurons. NMDA receptors 
were filtered out, and radioactiv- 
ity was tracked via X-ray film. 
The locations where palmitate 
attached to the NMDA receptors 
were pinpointed. 

The researchers discovered 
that there are two palmitoylation 
sites at one end, the C-terminus, 
of each of the NMDA receptor 


learning and memory. 
— RICHARD Huacanir, 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
NEUROSCIENCE 


the quality of 
NMDA receptor 
manufacture: if 
it is not assem- 
bled properly, 
NMDA _ never 
gets the chance 
to function at 
the neuron’s surface. Directing 
the palmitoylation of different 
sites of NMDA effectively con- 
trols the strength of synapse con- 
nections, which in turn accounts 
for the shaping of memory cir- 
cuits. 

The failure of palmitoylation, 
researchers believe, will impair 
memory and learning, because 
communication between synaps- 
es cannot occur without NMDA 
activation. According to Huganir, 
this discovery creates the possi- 
bility of improving memory by 
artificially changing concentra- 
tions of palmitate. 

“This new modification of 
the NMDA receptors . . . reveals 
new potential drug targets, such 
as the enzymes that add or re- 
move the palmitate,” Huganir 
said in a press release. “If we 
could shift the balance of palmi- 
toylation, then perhaps we could 
affect and enhance learning and 
memory.” 


(ne step closer 


By IAN YU 
Staff Writer 


When someone’ mentions 
“clean burning fuel,” methane 
often comes to mind. As the pri- 
mary constituent of natural gas, 
methane’s four carbon-hydrogen 
bonds make it a very energy- 
potent molecule, burning much 
more cleanly than other carbon- 
based fuels. 

Methane produces carbon di- 
oxide and water when combusted 
like other carbon-based fuels, but 
unlike larger fuels, such as oc- 
tane, methane combusts almost 
perfectly and produces very few 
polluting byproducts. 

In addition, methane is a plen- 
tiful resource. The U.S. is one of 
the largest producers of natural 
gas, which could provide one 
pathway towards decreasing the 
reliance on imported and dirtier 
fuels in gasoline and diesel-burn- 
ing vehicles. 

However, one major issue re- 
stricts our ability to fully utilize 
methane’s potential as an energy 
resource: methane is a gas at 
pressures and temperatures com- 
mon at the earth’s surface, which 
makes portability an issue. 

If left in the gaseous state, nat- 
ural gas takes up a lot of space, 
but when compressed to smaller 
volumes, one runs the risk of an 
explosion. Liquefying methane 
can overcome these restrictions, 
but it must be kept at -260 de- 
grees Fahrenheit in heavily in- 
sulted tanks to be maintained in 
that state, and is thus limited to 
large trucks and buses. 

Methane canalso be liquefied by 
reacting it to form other chemicals 
that are liquids at room tempera- 
ture. Researchers at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and the University of Washington 


have come one step closer to that 
goal, which can dramatically ease 
the transportation of methane gas 


from natural gas fields. 


lo liquefying methane for fuel 


a i COURTESY OF WWWVNECOM 
Scientists are investigating ways to convert methane to an efficiently-burning form. 


of its four C-H bonds, but sacrific- 
es one bond to a hydroxyl group 
so that it can liquefy at room tem- 
perature. 


In their article, recently pub- 
lished in the journal Science, the 
researchers observed a metal 
complex that can bind to meth- 
ane in solution. This complex, 
which utilizes the rare metal rho- 
dium, keeps the high-energy car- 
bon-hydrogen bonds intact. 

“The idea is to turn methane 
into a liquid in which you pre- 
serve most of the carbon-hydro- 
gen bonds so that you can still 
have all that energy,” said Karen 
Goldberg, a University of Wash- 
ington chemistry professor and 
co-author of the study, as told 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill News Services. © 

Complexing methane to rhodi- 
um starts the process of breaking 
a single carbon-hydrogen bond, 
known as a sigma bond, which 
can then be more easily reacted 
to form chemicals like methanol. 
In this case, methane keeps three 


The study demonstrated that 
methane is able to quickly com- 
plex with rhodium, even at tem- 
peratures as balmy as -166 de- 
grees Fahrenheit, which makes 
the metal a promising candidate 
for the conversion of methane 
into a more manageable form. 

Current methods for convert- 
ing methane into useful chemi- 
cals require a lot of energy and 
high temperatures, while cata- 
lysts that have been discovered 
to perform at lower temperatures 
are too slow, inefficient or expen- 
sive for industrial applications. 

According to Goldberg, al- 
though these developments are 
unlikely to occur in the near 
future, their work should spur 
further advances in developing 
catalysts to transform methane 
into methanol or other substanc- 
es that are liquids at reasonable 
temperatures. 
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Naked mole rats show unusual resistance to cancer due to additional gene that quickly halts runaway cell growth 


By VIVEK SINANAN 
Staff Writer 


The naked mole rat may prove 
to be another assistant in the 
search for more effective cancer 
treatments, according to Vera 
Gorbunova, an associate profes- 
sor of biology at the University of 
Rochester. 

The naked mole rat has sever- 
al unusual characteristics. First, 
these rodents set up a social hier- 
archy less similar to that of other 
mammals and more comparable 
to those created in beehives and 
wasps colonies. 

It is one of only two species of 
mammals that create this social 
structure, known as eusocial- 
ity. Eusociality is a hierarchical 
system in which an individual's 
status is determined by its abil- 
ity to reproduce. These societies 
tend to have a queen who focus- 
es mainly on reproducing, and 
workers who focus on construct- 
ing and expanding the habitat 
while also collecting food for the 
queen. 

Second, naked mole rats have 
an unusually long life span, un- 
characteristic of small rodents. 
They can live to up to 28-30 years 
while their close relative, the 
mouse, has a life expectancy of 
just a few years. Scientists have 
attributed their long life span to 
the fact that the rats tend to es- 
tablish their communities under- 
ground, away from the predators 
that terrorize their rodent cous- 
ins. 

Also effective is their low- 
calorie diet, essentially putting 
them on caloric restriction, which 
greatly extends the lives of labo- 
ratory animals. 

The third major factor that 
lengthens their lives is the one 
that makes them so interesting 
to cancer researchers. Of all the 
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Naked mole rats share a cancer-preventing gene with humans, but it takes a backseat because they carry a more efficient version. 


naked mole rats ever studied in 
laboratories, none have ever been 
found to develop cancer. This is 
unusual because cancer is one 
of the biggest killers in other 
rodents such as mice. Nearly 90 
percent of mice die because of 
cancerous tumors. 

It was this seeming immunity 
to cancer that Gorbunova, along 
with her colleagues at Rochester 
and Vanderbilt University, sought 
to investigate. They outlined 
their findings in The Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences in September. 

In their report, the team de- 
scribes the mole rats’ unique de- 


fense to cancer. Cancer cells are 
characterized by an abnormally 
high growth rate, multiplying 
faster than normal cells. Humans 
and naked mole rats have a built- 
in protection against such growth 
in a gene known as p27, a contact 
inhibition gene. When cells grow 
too quickly and subsequently 
come into contact with each other 
because of high cell density, p27 
attempts to stop the growth. 
Some cancers have devel- 
oped ways to circumvent the ef- 
fects of p27, but naked mole rats 
have another layer of defense 
that acts so early and so effec- 
tively that p27 has become just a 


Protein blocks cell death in neurons 


By SAM OHMER 
Staff Writer 


One million people in the U.S. 
alone currently suffer from a 
disease that James Parkinson, a 
British General Practitioner, first 
described in 1817 as “the Shak- 
ing Palsy.” Later renamed for 
him, Parkinson’s disease (PD) 
now presents itself as one of the 
most well-known, devastating 
and debilitating motor disor- 
ders. 

The list of past and present 
sufferers includes several well 
known individuals, including 
Michael J. Fox, Muhammad Ali, 
Pope John Paul II, Janet Reno 
(former U.S. Attorney General), 
Mao Zedong, James Doohan (the 
original Scotty of Star Trek) and 
Johnny Cash. 

Parkinson’s is characterized 


neurons are responsible for 
neuron-to-neuron signaling by 
way of the neurotransmitter do- 
pamine. The cells that are lost 
in Parkinson's are those found 
in a brain region called the sub- 
stantia nigra. 

The substantia nigra is a re- 
gion directly related to the mo- 
tor system, so the loss of these 
dopaminergic neurons is highly 
detrimental to the motor sys- 
tem, and faithfully describes 
the motor impairments seen in 
PD. 

The lack of understanding of 
the disease, as well as the sup- 
port of several famous people 
who suffer from PD, has helped 
to propel Parkinson’s research 
forward. Nevertheless, much re- 
mains a mystery, which is why 
discoveries like the one by W. 
W. Smith, X. Li and colleagues 
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Synphilin-1 protects neural cells from toxins such as Rotenone. 


by several identifying features. 
Most relate to decreased ease 
or control of movement, trem- 
ors (especially in the hands), 
postural instability, slowness 
of movement, stooped posture 
and rigidity of the trunk and/or 
limbs. 

Not all sufferers experience 
all of these symptoms, and their 
severity fluctuates from person 
to person. Nevertheless, as the 
disease progresses, the symp- 
toms generally get worse, often 
to the point of almost complete 
debilitation. ; 

Parkinson's is not well un- 
derstood, though scientists 
have concluded that PD results 
from the loss of dopaminergic 
neurons in the brain. These 


at the Hop- 
kins —_ School 
of Medicine, 
the University 
of Maryland 
School of Phar- 
macy and the 
Xian Jiaotong 
University 
School of Med- 
icine in China 
are very excit- 


ing. 

The team 
thinks __ that 
they have 


found at least 
one of the cel- 
lular, molecu- 
lar bases for a 
possible pro- 
tective effect 
against the se- 
lective death 
of dopaminergic substantia 
nigra cells in the brains of those 
who suffer from Parkinson’s 
disease. 

In particular, the researchers 
have seen that when a cytoplas- 
mic protein, called synphilin-1, is 
present at high levels in neuron 
cells, it can help increase neuro- 
nal growth and development. 
Conversely, a lack of the protein 
has the opposite effect, with the 
added detriment of neural toxic- 
ity. 

More importantly, in the 
presence of a toxin, synphilin- 
1 has been shown to provide 
a protective — and therefore 
potentially therapeutic — role. 
The toxin, a commonly used 
natural pesticide called Rote- 


none, is also an inhibitor of one 
of the enzymes in a key process 
in the creation of ATP, the mo- 
lecular fuel that the cell uses 
for energy. 

High Rotenone levels would 
be detrimental and even poten- 
tially deadly for a cell, which 
would be unable to produce 
enough energy to fulfill its basic 
metabolic duties. Previous stud- 
ies have observed that high lev- 
els of Rotenone can lead to PD 
symptoms in both rats and in the 
fruit fly Drosophila. 

However, synphilin-1 activ- 
ity helps to reduce the damage 
caused by Rotenone. Synphilin-1 
blocks the apoptotic (cell death) 
pathway initiated by Rotenone. 
Synphilin-1 prevents cell death 
by decreasing the level of two 
enzymes within the cell that are 
involved in apoptosis, caspase-3 
and poly ADP-ribose polymerase 
(PARP). 

In addition to protecting 
against damage caused by Ro- 
tenone, synphilin-1 can also ac- 
tivate a special class of proteins, 
called extracellular signal-regu- 
lated kinases (ERKs). These ERKs 
help to promote growth and dif- 
ferentiation of new neurons or 
can also protect against cellular 
damage. 

Thus, the fact that synphilin- 
1 enhances ERK activities may 
suggest the mechanism by which 
synphilin-1 helps neurons to 
grow, differentiate and survive 
even in the face of stressors such 
as toxins. 

Other previous studies have 
found that synphilin-1 can in- 
teract with proteins that then 
go on to destroy any malfunc- 
tioning proteins. This suggests 
that synphilin-1 might also pre- 
vent the negative consequences 
of having dangerous proteins 
around by aiding in the break- 
down of those proteins. 

Mutations of synphilin-1 have 
been seen in those with PD, and 
such mutations decrease cells’ 
abilities to handle environmen- 

tal stressors. These cells are 
damaged and potentially killed 
more easily when synphilin-1 is 
absent or present at decreased 
levels. 

These findings converge 
on one important point: If 
synphilin-1 can do all of these 
things, the protein may be a 
good target for therapy and 
may provide protection against 
Parkinson’s disease. 


backup for them. 

This other defense mechanism 
is the gene p16, which acts as an- 
other contact inhibition gene in 
naked mole rats. In the rats, p16 


starts to work at a lower cell den- | 


sity, and therefore earlier, than 
the density that initiates the ef- 
fects of p27. 

“Contact inhibition in human 
and mouse is triggered by the in- 
duction of p27,” Gorbunova said 
in her report. “In contrast, early 
contact inhibition in naked mole 
rat is associated with the induc- 
tion of p16.” 

Dr. Gorbunova first noticed 
this early contact inhibition 
when she tried to grow a cul- 
ture of naked mole rat cells in 
her laboratory. After a certain 
number of cells had grown in 
the area where growth was pos- 
sible, cell replication abruptly 
stopped. 


“Since cancer is basically run- | 


away cell replication, we realized 
that whatever was doing this was 
probably the same thing that pre- 
vented cancer from ever getting 
started in the mole rats,” Gorbu- 
nova said. 

Dr. Gorbunova is planning 
to investigate the naked mole 
rat’s early defense system more 
deeply in the hope that some- 
thing similar can work in human 
cells. One of the routes she plans 
to investigate is the fact that the 
pl6 gene does appear in human 
DNA. However it seems to have 
no function in humans that re- 
lates to early contact inhibition. 


By LINDSEY HUTZLER 
Staff Writer 


“The most beautiful things 
in this world cannot be seen 
nor touched, but are felt in the 
| heart,” wrote Helen Keller who, 
| in spite of losing her vision and 
hearing to what may have been 
meningitis or scarlet fever, was 
an author, political activist and 
lecturer. 

Though few will contest her 
claim, new research from the 
| School of Medicine has shed 
| light — literally — on what ailed 
| Keller, along with approximate- 
ly 1.3 million Americans who 
meet the criteria for being legal- 
| ly blind, and an additional 21.2 
| million over the age of 18 who 
have experienced significant vi- 
sion loss. 

One of the most common 
causes of vision loss is cataracts, 
when the lens in the eye becomes 
cloudy and does not allow light 
to pass through as readily as 
in a healthy eye. Other com- 
mon causes include uncorrected 
problems with vision, including 
astigmatism or far-sightedness, 
glaucoma, in which the optic 
nerve is damaged due to high 

levels of pressure within the 
| eye, and macular degeneration, 
| in which the central field of vi- 
sion is lost. 

Researchers at the School of 
| Medicine worked with the Cole 
Eye institute at the Cleveland 
| Clinic Foundation to investi- 
gate a curious phenomenon 
— reversible blindness. Some 
cases of below-optimal vision 
and blindness are caused by 
improper development in the 
| blood vessels that supply oxy- 
| gen and nutrients to the eye. 
Like any other tissue, the eye 
needs an adequate blood supply 
for proper function. 

Jeremy Nathans, a professor 
of neuroscience and ophthalmol- 
ogy at the School of Medicine 
who led the study, discovered 
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Light perception restored to 
relinas with oxygen deficiency 


that an oxygen-starved eye can 
be coaxed to recover its function. 
Even if neurons in the retina, a 
membrane sensitive to light that 
covers the eye’s back wall, are 
not active, their potential to be 
turned back on, restoring sight, 
is still retained for up to several 
months. 

Development of blood ves- 
sels within the retina is attrib- 
uted to three critical genes, Fz4, 
Ndp and Lrp5. Problems with 
any or all of these genes, in- 
cluding genetic defects, or lack 
of genes, result in the produc- 
tion of too few blood vessels in 
the retinas of laboratory mice, 
and blindness. The absence of 
the Fz4 does not directly cause 
blindness, but rather failure to 
produce enough blood vessels. 
Fz4 in blood vessels is respon- 
sible for picking up the signal 
produced by the gene Ndp in 
other retinal cells. 

When electrical responses in 
retinas of mice lacking the Fz4 
gene were measured, researchers 
found that signaling did not oc- 
cur normally in the middle of the 
retina, which also happens to be 
the portion of the eye that does 
not contain blood vessels. 

They proceeded to submerge 
these blood-starved retinas in 
a mixture of nutrients and oxy- 
gen to simulate the effect of an 
adequate blood supply. They 
discovered that the retinas re- 
gained light sensitivity and 
the ability to produce electrical 
responses to the degree that a 
healthy retina containing the 
Fz4 gene would. 

The researchers concluded 
that the blood vessels defective 
in Fz4 can deliver enough oxy- 
gen to keep the retinal cells alive 
for up to several months, but not 
enough to allow the cells to sense 
light. Their findings have the po- 
tential to help humans who suf- 
fer vision impairment because of 
decreased blood supply to retinal 
cells. 
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Hundreds of new DNA regulators discovered 


By IRMA ZHANG 
Staff Writer 


Sometimes, one has to stop 
and wonder at the vast com- 
plexities of the human body. Not 
only do organs work together in 
perfect harmony, but even the 
microscopic, often overlooked, 
genes have a story to tell. 

One highlight of this intricate 
dance takes place in protein-DNA 
interactions. Such protein-DNA 
interactions (also known PDIs) 
regulate a broad range of cellular 
differentiation functions. 

However, even with the most 
modern scientific innovations, 
it is still a daunting task to iden- 
tify and profile sequence-spe- 
cific PDIs in complex genomes. 
In a research study, Hopkins re- 
searchers sought to answer the 


question of why, despite having 
significantly more genes, hu- 
mans do not have many more 
transcription factor proteins 
that control gene expression, 
compared to less evolution- 
arily advanced organisms, like 
yeast. 

This question was answered 
in part through their investiga- 
tion of PDIs. In terms of the re- 
search that has been done thus 
far on PDIs, one can categorize 
DNA-interacting proteins into 
transcription factors and non- 
transcription factors. Transcrip- 
tion factors correspond to spe- 
cific sequences of DNA to which 
they can bind and regulate tran- 
scription. A large amount of 
research has been dedicated to 
them, with about 1,400 known 
in humans. 

However, 
other PDI mol- 
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DNA-binding proteins restrict gene expression in unexpected ways. 


ecules _ have 
been studied 
much less ex- 
tensively and 
work behind 
the scenes to 
control DNA 
transcription 
in ways that 
traditional 
transcription 
factors do not. 
For example, 
instead of tran- 
scription regu- 
lation, —_ they 
may 
control DNA 
regulation, re- 
pair or chro- 


instead — 


mosome structure. 

To test for PDI proteins, the 
Hopkins researchers gathered 
almost 4,200 proteins that were 
known to have some connection 
with maintaining DNA struc- 
ture, RNA binding and signal- 
ing proteins. Then, one ata time, 
the researchers ran 460 DNA 
sequences that were known to 
bind with proteins through the 
array of 4,000 proteins. 

Based on the results of these 
experiments, the researchers dis- 
covered 367 new non-transcrip- 
tion factor proteins that bind 
with DNA in unconventional 
ways. But even so, there still 
may be hundreds more proteins 
in the genome that play similar 
roles but have not yet been dis- 
covered. 

One of the new proteins dis- 
covered, MAP Kinase 1, has been 
thoroughly studied for its ability 
to regulate the activity of other 
Proteins by adding phosphate 
groups to them, but this is the first 
time that its DNA-binding prop- 
erties have been brought to light. 

The results of the experi- 
ment, which identified many 
sequence-specific PDIs, raises 
an interesting question about 
whether these unconventional 
DNA-binding proteins bind to 
different target sequences. Fur- 
thermore, researchers have yet 
to determine exactly how this 
binding occurs. 

Nevertheless, this study 
opens new doors to research on 
how DNA is regulated in ways 
that have not been investigated 
before. 
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Post-doc Johnson ahead of the curve 


) _ Aan . cschns vides “a: = 5% . . . 
\euroscience researcher Investigates hunger-stimulating cues and the foods themselves 


By MARLENA WOSISKI- 
KUHN 
For The News-Letter 


Alexander Johnson is know n 


for being 10 places at the 
different Hopkins labs, regul 


Gallagher and Peter Holland in 
the Neurogenetics and Beh 
Center (NBC) and Timothy Mo- 
ran in the Department of Psy- 
chiatry and Behavior 
at the Hopkins Hospital. 

Johnson has paired his back- 
ground in learning and behavior 
with his interest in appetite and 
obesity, coming up with novel 
projects and findings. Even 
though he is only 28 years old, 
he has already published 10 re- 
search papers in reputable neu- 
roscience journals. 

His most recent paper, also his 
first one addressing human and 
not rodent behavior, details how 
behavioral responses to stimuli 
associated with food could be 
partially responsible for the re- 
cent obesity epidemic. 

“It’s great to be able to trans- 
late [work done in the lab] out to 
humans and see those same basic 
phenomenons,” Johnson said. 

His research team explored 
the mechanism for how exposure 


same 
time. He has projects in three 


ar- 
ly collaborating with Michaela 


avior 


al Sciences 


ing Group conference in South 
Wales. Johnson was pursuing 
his Ph.D. at Cardiff University 
in the U.K. at the time and at- 
tended the conference 
connected 


The two 
over their similar 
research and ideas for neurosci- 
ence and learning. They real- 
ized that it would be mutually 
beneficial if Johnson were to 
come to Hopkins for a post-doc 
position. 

“They really needed someone 
who knew about genetics and be- 
havior and could run the types 
of things they were interested in 
running,” Johnson said. “I didn’t 
really have an interview. I just 
chatted in a bar for a while and 
then I heard back a few months 
later that if I was still interested 
there was a position [at Hop- 
kins].” 

Johnson is a quick thinker and 
colleagues often feel that his sen- 
tences are missing words because 
of how fast they move. Despite his 
high intellect, fellow researchers 
see him as a team player who is 
always open to suggestions. 

“He will listen to what you 
have to say and he won't just 
brush it off. He’s very willing 
to work with you and not above 
you,” Daniel Burruss, the Lab 
Coordinator at the NBC, said. 
Burruss also considers him- 


to food-paired cues — this ex-_ self to be a friend of Johnson’s. 
periment spe- “He doesn’t 
cifically stud- come off as 
ied sound cues I : . [ tenti | 

Shine pretentious]. 
— can induce ; nk of him as a You can go out 
eating even little tsetse fly. He’s and have some 


when a subject 
is not actually 


just all over the place 


beers and hang 
out... he’s just 


hungry. ... constantl a normal guy.” 

Forexample, a Normal as 
the “I’m lovin’ thinking of new he may seem, 
it” McDonald’s 2 Johnson has 
jingle will in- things to do. always been 
spire thoughts —DANI SMITH DIRECTOR ahead of the 
of a juicy burg- : curve. While 


er in someone 
who was_ not 


OF NEUROGENETICS AND 
BEHAVIOR CENTER 


working as a 
deejay in un- 


hungry _ five derground 
seconds before. clubs during 
The research- his under- 


“érs found that a peptide, ghre- 
lin, disrupted this cued over- 
eating phenomenon in rats. The 
next step would involve testing 
for the same effect in humans. 
Johnson has applied for multi- 
ple federal research grants that 
would allow him to pursue this 
lead. 

“He's really productive .. . 

I think of him as a little tsetse 
fly. He’s just all over the place 

.. constantly thinking of new 
things to do,” Dani Smith, the 

Center Director at the NBC, said. 
Smith says that Johnson has tak- 
en the NBC in a new and excit- 
ing direction since he arrived in 

2005. 

Back before Johnson came 
to Hopkins, Holland was in- 
vited to speak at a UK Learn- 


graduate studies at Coventry 
University, he got the idea for 
his first research experiment: to 
find out if there were any cog- 
nitive or motivational effects in 
a sample of young people who 
admitted to taking club drugs. 
This first idea won him his first 
award for best project of his 
graduating class. 

One may want to attribute 
his remarkable productivity to 
his speedy walking, which he is 
known for around his labs and 
may come from his high school 
days as a national level track 
runner, but Johnson will tell 
you it’s because he loves what he 
does. 

“T can almost be my own boss 
in some ways, follow my own re- 
search agenda and have an inter- 


est in it, [and] treat is as a career 
rather than a 9 to 5 job. I feel re- 
ally privileged to have that,” he 
said. “I’ve been tempted to go 
into [pharmaceuticals] before but 
at this point in time I would rath- 
er answer my own questions and 
enjoy myself.” 


One of the reasons Johnson | 


enjoys his work so much is that 
he is able to collaborate with his 
fiancée, Melissa Allman. They co- 
authored, along with others, his 
most recently published paper. 


Although they both graduated | 


from Cardiff with a background 


in learning behavior, they now | 


enjoy complimentary skills that | | 


they have picked up in their re- 
spective jobs. 


When Johnson found out about | 


the position for him at Hopkins, 
he and Allman began looking for 
jobs for her in the same area. Mi- 
raculously, they were able to find 
another post-doc position at Ken- 
nedy Krieger, part of Hopkins 
Hospital, which seemed perfect 
for Allman. 


waiting to hear after her inter- 
view,” Johnson said. “It’s almost 
impossible for two people to 
both get positions anywhere, let 
alone specifically in a different 
country at the same time.” But 
Allman did get the position and 
they were able to move halfway 
across the world together, which 
Johnson said was very helpful 
when it came to adjusting to his 
new country. 

Now, Johnson and Allman en- 


joy their lives in Baltimore with | 
their “furry son” (aka pet rabbit) | 


Mardi, a rescue from hurricane 
Katrina. Johnson maintains his 


fish and chips and faithfully 
following his (losing) club soc- 
cer (or football) team, Sheffield 
United. 

In addition to these pastimes, 
Johnson uses cooking as a way to 
embrace his Italian side. Smith 
remarked that he was quite the 
chef, and spotlighted such dish- 
es as grilled lamb with rasp- 
berry jelly and pasta carbonara 
that was “to die for.” So while 
Johnson studies eating behavior 
in his lab, it does not seem that 
this has dampened his own en- 
joyment of good food. 

Despite his intelligence and 
knowledge of the subject, John- 
son has made his own consum- 
matory mistakes. Recently he 
tried the infamous cinnamon 
challenge (trying to swallow a 
teaspoon of cinnamon) with less 
than positive results. 

“Let's just put it this way, me 
and cinnamon things do not go 
well anymore,” he said when 
asked. “It seemed so possible as 
well, how easy could it be? Ap- 
parently not that easy. Note to 
self.” 


Wehp * & symptome < ee 
Select Symptoms 
Symptom search 
YOUR SELECTED SYMPTOMS 


SELECT A SPECIFIC AREA: 


Ne 


¢ | 


| SIDE OF CHEST 


ETS) 


G aS pains 

z 

\ Heart rhythm dis¢ 
Heartburn/GERD 


4 SELECTED SYMPTOMS 


4 


13 CONDITIONS 


CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SELECTED SYMPTOMS 


fa] 


as 


st — 


COURTESY OF WWWWEBMD.COM 


| Web applications, such as the WebMD symptom checker, improve patient health by increasing the efficiency of diagnoses. 


By BARBARA HA 
Staff Writer 


In today’s fast-moving society, 
electronics affect every aspect of 
our daily lives. From online health 
calculators to e-mail messages, 
consumer electronics play an in- 
creasingly important role in almost 


| every field, including business 


and academia. Has the expanding 
technology available to consumers 
improved health care? And if so, 
how can its effect be quantified? 
Researchers working in the 
newly coined field of “consumer 


| health informatics (CHI)” have 
‘British-ness’ by dreaming about | 


been studying two major areas 
impacted by the technology. The 


| first identifies ways in which elec- 


tronic tools and technology appli- 
cations can be utilized to improve 
health care processes like adher- 
ence to medication regimens. The 
second looks at clinical outcomes, 
including smoking cessation, and 
ways in which existing barriers 
can restrict health care delivery to 
some consumers. 

Recently, researchers at the 
Evidence-based Practice Center 
of the Bloomberg School of Public 
Health studied 146 published re- 
search studies of patient-targeted 
electronic tools to show that such 
applications can indeed improve 
a patient’s experience with health 
care. 

“Consumer electronics are 
changing the way we shop, bank, 
communicate and even elect our 
presidents. We wanted to know 
if there was any evidence that 
these types of tools could impact 
health,” Michael Christopher 
Gibbons said in a press release by 
the School of Public Health. 

Gibbons is lead author of the 
study and assistant professor 


in the School’s Department of 
Health, Behavior and Society. 

Published by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Qual- 
ity, the study defined consumer 
health informatics as “any elec- 
tronic tool, technology, or system” 
engineered to interact directly 
with health information consum- 
ers. Health informatics focuses on 
the consumer, not the clinician, 
and emphasizes the consumer's 
thoughts on the health system’s 
impact, value and efficacy. 

Through this preliminary 
study, researchers hope to rec- 
ommend future research studies 
that may better evaluate these in- 
formation technology (IT) appli- 
cations and their effects on health 
care delivery to consumers. 

The researchers found that 
CHI applications can not only re- 
duce costs for the consumer but 
can also make the process more 
efficient and cost-effective. They 
found that in the 146 studies they 
looked at, CHI used with tradi- 
tional therapy was much more 
effective than traditional therapy 
alone. Additionally, CHI helped 
make therapies more specific to 
the individual consumer by tak- 
ing on a personality and certain 
behaviors when responding to 
the consumer's actions. 

The researchers also recruited 
a “Technical Expert Panel” from a 
wide range of experts at Hopkins, 
including clinical IT, health sci- 
ences IT and seven external tech- 
nical experts. The panel addressed 
many issues. One was the impact 
of CHI applications on health and 
health care process outcomes. 
Another was the challenges that 
CHI application users may come 
across while attempting to access 
information. The panel also dis- 


Consumer electronics improve health outcomes 


“The worst four weeks were | 


cussed the information necessary 
to evaluate the estimate of costs, 
benefits and value regarding CHI 
applications. 

In their study of possible bar- 
riers that would prevent clini- 
cians from utilizing CHI applica- 
tions in practice, the panel found 
many factors to be worrisome. 
Incompatibility with current care 
practices, professional staff per- 
ceptions of increased workload 
and poor social support were at 
the top of the list along with lim- 
ited IT knowledge and literacy of 
consumers, cultural issues and 
concerns about time, privacy, se- 
curity and control. 

More research will be needed 

to implement these technologies 
in mainstream medical practice 
at hospitals. The field still lacks a 
consistent and accepted vocabu- 
lary, nomenclature or ontology. 
The researchers of this study noted 
that most CHI research primarily 
studies white/Caucasian adult pa- 
tients, so the effects on non-white 
populations remain unclear. 

As with all technology, CHI 
applications must be further 
adapted to perfectly fit human 
needs; however, it is certainly an 
area with great potential to re- 
duce costs and allow physicians 
to spend their time more effi- 
ciently while providing their pa- 
tients with the best care possible. 

“In the future these tools may 
help make health care much more 
patient-centered and available 
when needed and not just avail- 
able when the office is open,” 
Gibbons said. “They may also 
help us improve health dispari- 
ties by increasing patient access 
to health-improving treatments 
and interventions among the 
poor and uninsured.” 


COURTESY OF WWWIMPACTLABCOM 
This solar sail is currently the most promising technology for long-distance space flight. 


Solar-sail to be 
launched next 


year in space 


Thanks to a $1 million anony- 
mous donation, the Planetary 
Society will develop and launch 
the first ever solar-sail, the first 
aircraft of its kind to be propelled 
solely by light = 

Because space is a vacuum, 
there are no “winds” that are ca- 
pable of moving celestial objects 
in a designated direction. Cur- 
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rently, the movement of space- 
craft is limited by various forms 
of propulsion engines, whose 
weight can be as much as 95 per- 
cent fuel. 

However, the new LightSail-1 
spacecraft will use only the mo- 
mentum from incoming photons 
of light to navigate the cosmos. 
Because this light pressure is a 
continuous force, the sail could 
potentially accelerate to speeds 
five to 10 times greater than tra- 
ditional rockets. 

Ideally, the sail will be able to 
alter its flight path by using the 
gravitational pull of nearby plan- 
ets and stars, or changing the ori- 
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Briefs in Space 


entation or size of the sails them- 
selves, which resemble ultra-thin 
mirrors. 

The launch of LightSail-1 is 
scheduled for 2010, when it will 
be launched into an orbit of 800 
kilometers above Earth’s sur- 
face. 


MESSENGER 
spacecraft probes 
Mercury's terrain 


The Mercury Surface Space 
Environment, Geochemistry 
and Ranging spacecraft, known 
as MESSENGER for short, per- 
formed a third and final fly-by of 
the planet closest to the sun last 
week. 

Many previously undiscov- 
ered features of the planet were 
revealed, including a 180 mile- 
diameter impact basin which is 
approximately one billion years 
old, relatively young for its 
kind. 

Additionally, Mercury’s thin 
atmosphere, or exosphere, was 
shown to change dramatically 
with its distance from the sun. 
The surface of Mercury was also 
found to contain deposits of iron 
and titanium. 

Launched in 2005, MESSEN- 
GER has flown more than 3.5 bil- 
lion miles of its 4.9 billion mile 
journey so far, and will reach its 
final orbit of the planet in 2011 


after 15 trips around the sun. 

MESSENGER is a NASA- 
sponsored mission, but the 
Applied Physics Laboratory at 
Hopkins built and operates the 
spacecraft. 


Scientists predict 
danger of space 
debris will rise 

sharply in future 


Scientists at the European Air 
and Space Conference late last 
month reported that the number 
of “close encounters” of satellites 
and spacecraft with space debris 
will increase dramatically over 
the next couple of decades. 

A close encounter is defined 
as two objects coming within 
three miles of each other. These 
are expected to rise by 50 percent 
by 2019 and 250 percent by 2059. 
This equates to roughly 2.5 mil- 
lion incidents per year. 

Although this may not neces- 
sarily lead to more collisions, the 
cost of avoiding them, by per- 
forming evasive maneuvers, is 
expected to skyrocket. 

The first major collision be- 
tween two completely intact sat- 
ellites occurred earlier this year, 
when a telecommunications satel- 
lite and a defunct Russian satellite 
impacted with each other over Si- 
beria. They collided at a speed of 


nearly 27,000 miles per hour. 

Although the debris cloud was 
hundreds of miles above the orbit 
of important spacecraft, such as 
the International Space Station, it 
will disperse over time and its or- 
bit will decay in altitude, posing 
a greater risk. 

Objects as small as one centi- 
meter in diameter are capable of 
causing significant damage. 


Seattle team wins 
space elevator 
design contest 


The company LaserMotive 
won the 2010 
Space __ Eleva- 
tor Games last 
week, taking 
home a $900,000 
prize. 


The competi- 
tion, sponsored 
primarily by 
NASA, requires 
a mechanical 
climber to as- 
cend a one ki- 
lometer _ long 
steel cable sus- 
pended from a 
hovering _heli- 
copter. The only 
energy source 
the climber is 
allowed to use 
is the power 


_ COURTESY OF WWWL 
The LaserMotive space elevator ascended the cable four times. 


beamed to it from the ground. 

The entries are scored based 
on the speed at which they can 
ascend, their unloaded masses 
and the weight of the payload 
that they are capable of carrying. 

The LaserMotive team was able 
to ascend the cable at an average 
speed of eight miles per hour, with 
a best time of three minutes and 
48 seconds. The other two teams 
in the competition were unable to 
scale the entirety of the track be- 
cause of technical difficulties. 

In the long run, such technol- 
ogy could eventually be used 
to transport cargo and even hu- 
mans to a permanent satellite in 
Earth’s orbit. 


— All briefs by Tiffany Ng 
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B10 


By DAVE SANTARE 
Staff Writer 


This week, a new season be- 
gan for a sport that provides 
more ups and downs for its fans 
than any other sport in the U.S. 

That sport is the five-month- 
long journey of college basket- 
ball. 

During the course of a sea- 
son, the first-ranked team will 
change an average of 10 times 
and around 60 teams will crack 
into the top-25 rankings. Many 
of these ranked teams start as 
overrated and drop out imme- 
diately, while other talented 
teams will succeed all season 
long and only get recognition 
after the voters can no longer 
refuse to ignore them. 

One conference that will 
likely have many teams fall 
into the first category is the Big 
Ten. As in football, the Big Ten 
earns recognition because of 
its illustrious past, filled with 
great successes back in the days 
of old. Unfortunately, while 
times have changed dramati- 

cally, the mindsets of writers 
and voters across the country 
have failed to keep up. 

This season, the Big Ten 

had six teams ranked in the 
top 25 for pre-season rankings: 
Michigan State (2), Purdue (7), 
Michigan (15), Ohio State (16), 
Illinois (23) and Minnesota 
(25). While all of these teams 
were in the National Cham- 
pionship Tournament (March 
Madness) last year, only Michi- 
gan State and Purdue advanced 
past the second round, and only 
Michigan State went on past the 
third, eventually making their 
way to the National Champion- 
ship game. 

If you take away the numbers 
for Michigan State, which has 
been the dominant leader of the 
conference for many years now, 
the six other teams that made the 
tournament went a combined 4-6 


for a winning percentage of .400. 
This would place the conference 
fifth among the “Big Six” Con- 
ferences (Pac 10, Big East, Big 12, 
Big 10, SEC and ACC) in winning 
percentage, ahead of only the 
SEC. 

This typical, sub-par show- 
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College Hoops: Big Ten faces tough road ahead 


years, the general trend has been 
for one team to go deep in the 
tournament while the rest of the 
conference struggles. In 2007, the 
conference went 4-5, besides Ohio 
State. This would put them in last 
place among the Big Six, and in 
2008, they had a total record of 5- 
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conference can only raise ques- | 


tions as to how the Big Ten can 
get six teams ranked in the top 25 


while the ACC, a proven superior | 


conference with the defending 


National Champion UNC, only | 


gets four. 

The ranking system is made 
up of 65 voters from the As- 
sociated Press (AP) who tend 
to only take into account the 


usually only include teams 
from the major conferences. 
This creates a bias toward 
larger conferences and creates 
a large obstacle for teams from 


kets looking to make the jump 
into nationwide recognition. 

For the casual basketball 
fan, the typical favorite team 
to root for come March is a 
team from a Mid Major con- 
ference, sometimes called a 
Cinderella. 

The Mid Major conferences 
are those that lie just outside of 
the Big Six and send only one 
or two teams to the National 
Championship Tournament. 
When one of these smaller 
teams wins, it is considered a 
surprise because they are typi- 
cally unranked, and therefore 
fans underestimate the talent 
of each team. 

This year only two teams, 


ing begs the question of why 
the conference continues to be 
so highly-rated year after year. 
In the conference’s favor is the 
ability for one Big East team to 
reach the National Champion- 
ship game. Michigan State ac- 
complished that feat last year, 
Ohio State did three years ago 
with star Greg Oden, and II- 
linois was able to fight its way 
there through a few rare come- 
backs five years back. 

However, if you look at these 


Football smashes Diplomats, 
lied for top spot in conference 


FOOTBALL, From B12 
electrifying 74-yard pass, which 
set up a five-yard Andrew Kase 
touchdown run. Kase would find 
the end zone again on a 12-yard 
scamper, putting the Jays up 37- 
6. Franklin and Marshall put 


on them,” sophomore safety Kale 
Sweeney said. “Next week I ex- 
pect us to take care of business 
and get a berth in the [NCAA 
tournament].” 

Kase, Hopkins’s career-rush- 
ing leader, paced the Jays with 


EILEEN HUANG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Quarterback Hewitt Tomlin was 12-17 for 220 yards. 


together a 67-yard touchdown 
drive, but it proved to be too little 
too late for the Diplomats, as it 
was their last score of the day. 
Hopkins freshman Jonathan 
Rigaud made the most of his 
playing time, breaking free for a 
32-yard touchdown run. Sopho- 
more Nick Fazio then ended the 
scoring for the Jays on a one-yard 
touchdown run. Hopkins has 
now broken the 50-point barrier 
in consecutive weeks for the first 
time since 1967. 

“It was just a complete victory 
on both sides of the ball,” sopho- 
more running back AJ. Safi said. 
“They didn’t have an answer 
for our offense and our defense 
played lights out.” 

Hopkins dominated in all fac- 
ets of the game, out-gaining F 
and M by 507-259 yards and hold- 
ing the Diplomats to 20 rushing 
yards and 20 points below their 
season average, while recording 

six sacks and two interceptions. 

“We didn’t give them any- 
thing easy and kept the pressure 


~ 


198 yards and three 
touchdowns. With 
his performance, 
Kase topped the 
4,000-yard mark, 
becoming just the 
fourth running back 
in Maryland state 
history and seventh 
in Centennial Con- 
ference history to do 
so. 

Senior linebacker 
Coling Wixted led 
the Jays with eight 
tackles, while senior 
safety Devin Hewlett 
was a ball hawk, re- 
cording four tackles, 
two sacks and an 
interception. Junior 
kicker Alex Lachman 
tied the Hopkins 
single-game record 
for points by a kick- 
er with 15. Hewitt 
Tomlin was 12-of-17 
for 220 yards and a 
touchdown pass. 

For their efforts 
Saturday, Kase and Hewlett were 
honored as the Centennial Con- 
ference Offensive and Defensive 
Players of the week, respectively, 
giving Hopkins the clean sweep. 
The honor was Kase’s third of 
the season and sixth of his ca- 
reer, while it was Hewlett’s first. 
Kase’s 198-yard performance was 
the fourth-highest single-game 
total of his career and he tied the 
Centennial Conference record 
with his third straight 1,000-yard 
season. 

Additionally, he broke his 
own Hopkins single-season re- 
cords for touchdowns with 18 
and points with 115. 

Hopkins improved to 7-2 on 
the season and 6-1 in conference 

play with the victory. 


4, placing them fifth, only ahead 
of SEC once again. 

Now, obviously the end re- 
sults have very little to do with 
ranking at the beginning of the 
season, but it seems like it would 
be a good sign of things to come. 

The Big Ten has never won the 
ACC Big Ten Challenge, in which 
10 teams from each conference 
are paired up against each other 
early in the season to see which 
conference comes out on top. In 
the 10 years that the tournament 
has been going on, the Big Ten 
has a combined record of 35-62, 
| including a pathetic 167 win- 
| ning percentage on the road. 
| All of these troubles for the 


ry COURTESY OF BIG TEN 
Michigan State has been successful, while Big Ten foe Wisconsin has not been as fortunate. 


Butler and Dayton, are ranked 
outside of teams from the Big 
Six, creating lots of opportuni- 
ties for teams to fly under the ra- 
dar until late in the season. 

Last year, it took nine weeks for 
a 12-1 Butler team to finally make 
the top 25, while teams such as Ten- 
nessee (9-3) still ranking higher. 

This ranking issue leads to 
seeding problems for March Mad- 
ness because it counts against the 
team’s overall portfolio when 
making a bid for a top seed. 

While the AP committee tries 
its best to give a preview to fans, 
there are still many flaws in the 
system. 

Hopefully, it will all be worked 
out as the games get under way 
— the debates over supremacy 
can be settled on the court. 


nationally broadcasted games, | 
which, similar to most sports, 


smaller conferences and mar- | 


The Jays went 2-1 over the weekend, secur 
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ing a spot in the Eastern Championships. 


Water Polo places third at 


W. POLO, From B12 
defensively by shutting out the 
Colonials in the fourth quarter 
and scoring five goals to win the 
game at 12-5. 

Five hours later, the Jays would 


| face a grueling test on the road 


against first-seeded Navy. Navy 
so far this year had taken all three 
games against the Jays in three 
different cities, outscoring them 
40-26. In the opening quarter, the 
score was tied after an intense 
battle at 3-3. In the second quar- 
ter, Navy managed to play a little 
better defensively while outscor- 
ing the Jays 3-1 to take a 6-4 lead 
into halftime. After halftime, the 
Midshipmen scored four straight 
while allowing only one Jays goal, 
to make the score 10-5 going into 


| the fourth quarter. Midway into 


the fourth, the Jays scored three 
straight to bring the game at 10-8, 
but the Midshipmen pulled away 
and won the game 12-9. 

The next day, the Jays would 
face the host, the third-seeded 
Bucknell Bison, for the third- 
place game. The game was a 
fierce affair as there were a com- 
bined 23 ejections and five five- 
meter penalty shots, and a total ~ 


M. & W. swimm 


By MIKE PORAMBO 
Staff Writer 


Last Saturday the Hopkins 
men’s and women’s swim team 
made the short trek up to Loyola 
College to compete in the Thomas 
Murphy Invitational. The results 
were disappointing, with the 
men’s team falling 224-103 and 
the women’s team losing all three 
of their dual meets to Loyola, 
Saint Francis University and the 
University of Richmond. 

Loyola won 14 of the first 16 
races against the men’s team. To 
open the match, Hopkins fin- 
ished third in the 400m Med- 
ley Relay in 3:32.62. Senior John 
Thomas swam the first leg of the 
event in 53.97, followed by sopho- 
more Tim Nam in 59.55, fresh- 
man Nick Schmidt in 51.87 and 
senior Teddy Bulakul swimming 
anchor in 47.24. In the 500m Free- 
style, freshman Kevin Morlock 
finished fourth in 4:52.12 for his 
fastest time of the season. 

In the 200m Individual Med- 
ley, Nam took third in 2:00.55, 
the fastest time of this season. 
Bulakul and sophomore Eddy 
Zandee took third and fourth, re- 
spectively, in the 50m Freestyle in 
21.79 and 21.82. To close the day, 
Hopkins took third and fourth in 
the 800m Free Relay. The team of 
Schmidt, senior Neil Mahoney, 
Thomas, and sophomore Stephen 
Niemiec finished in 7:17.40 and 
the team of Bulakul, Morlock, 
freshman Jason Ho and sopho- 
more Patrick Lynch finished in 
7:24.73. At the end of day one, 
Hopkins found themselves down 
77-14. 

To kick off day two, the team of 
Zandee, freshman Tyler Woods, 
Bulakul and Mahoney took sec- 
ond in the 200m Freestyle relay in 
1:27.65. Schmidt (53.65), freshman 
Carter Gisriel (53.75) and senior 
Spiros Moisiades (54.93) finished 
second, third and fourth, respec- 
tively, in the 100m Fly. 

In the 200m Freestyle, Hall 
finished fifth in 1:50.53, a season 


The Jays travel to McDaniel 
this Saturday to close the regu- 
lar season out. A win will at least 
give Hopkins a share of the Cen- 
tennial Conference title, earning 
the league’s automatic bid into 
the NCAA playoffs for the first 
time in five seasons. 


best for him. Thomas continued 
to dominate the 100m Backstroke, 
finishing first by a full second in 
52.38. Freshman Dylan Coggin 
finished fourth in 55.75. In the 
100m Breaststroke, Nam finished 
third in 1:00.35. Another bright 


eg 


Senior John Thomas finished first in the 100m Backstroke by over a second at 52.38. 


spot for the team, Morlock won 
the 1650m Freestyle in 16:49.99. In 
the 200m Medley Relay, the team 
of Thomas, Nam, Schmidt and 
Bulakul took second in 1:37.22. 
Thomas finished third in the 
200m Backstroke in 2:01.04, his 
first loss in the 200m Back since 
the 2009 ECAC Championships. 
In the 100m Freestyle, Zandee 
took third in 48.53 and Nam took 
third in the 200m Breaststroke in 
2:13.01. When the day was done, 
Loyola held 224 points, whereas 
Hopkins held 103. 

“Leading into the meet, we 
had been working extraordi- 
narily hard for this time of the 
season, and our coach wanted 
us to swim a bit broken-down 
for this meet to prep for upcom- 
ing meets,” Thomas said. “It was 
beneficially frustrating to swim 
there, because we weren't going 
as fast as we'd have liked, espe- 
cially with the preparations. We 
know it will pay off in the end.” 

The women’s team had no bet- 
ter luck, dropping all three of its 
dual meets. However, many post- 
ed season-best times during the 
weekend. The lady Jays opened 
with a fifth place finish in the 
400m Medley Relay. A team of 
freshman Kristen Ferriero, senior 
Caitlin Dennis, senior Lisa Qu 
and junior Michele Palopoli fin- 
ished in 4:12.87. Freshman Cathy 
Howard finished fourth in the 
500m Freestyle in 5:15.67, a sea- 
son best. Sophomore Annie Tsay 
finished second in the 200m Indi- 


ing fall short at Loyola meet 
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vidual Medley in 2:13.66, another 
season-best. To end Friday’s fes- 
tivities, the team of sophomore 
Elizabeth Rogers, sophomore 
Khristine Ghemigian, freshman 
Eleanor Gardner and Ferriero 
took fourth in the 800m Freestyle 
Relay, finishing in 8:03.39. 

To begin Saturday, Hopkins 
took fourth in the 200m Freestyle 
Relay. The team of Tsay, Gardner, 
Ghemigian and Rogers finished 
in 1:41.41 for the best time of the 
season. In the 100m Backstroke, 
freshman Daniella Villegas, 


Southern Championships 


of six players fouling out of the 
game (four for Bucknell and two 
for Hopkins). 

After the first quarter, Buck- 
nell had a 3-1 lead, but this 
marked the largest advantage for 
either team for the duration of 
the game. There were four lead 
changes and five ties in all. In 
the second quarter, the Jays came 
firing back, scoring three while 
only letting one in, to tie the 
game at 4-4 going into halftime. 
With four minutes left in the 
game and the Bison leading 6-5, 
senior co-captain Kyle Gertridge 
stepped up and netted the tying 
goal on the next possession and 
then converted a five-meter pen- 
alty shot with 2:08 on the clock to 
make the score 7-6. 

With 1:29 in the game, Buck- 
nell senior co-captain Johnny 
Stupp answered with a dramatic 
overtime-clinching goal, with his 
6-5 score. 

In overtime, the Bison scored 
first, but Gertridge once again 
scored the tying goal and fresh- 
man Ross Schofield netted the 
winning goal for Hopkins with 
(1:27 remaining in overtime. The 
test-of-the way Selbst and the 
Jays defense clamped down de- 
fensively to win the high-octane 
match. 

With the clutch win over the 
Bucknell Bison, the Jays come out 
of the Southern Championships 
in third place and earn a spot in 
the Eastern Championships to 
play for a bid at the NCAA Na- 
tional Tournament. Navy and 
Princeton, first and second place 
respectively, are both Division-I 
programs. 

“I think this weekend's big win 
against Bucknell was all about 
how much we hate losing to them,” 
Gertridge said. “Having beaten 
them in our first contest and then 
losing two straight, we had had 
enough and just outplayed them 
through the whole four quarters 
and OT. We really just overpow- 
ered them in the last OT (2-0) and 
they had no answer.” 

In two weekends, the Jays will 
travel to Cambridge, Mass. to 
play in their final tournament to 
see if they make the NCAAs. 

“This next and final tour.a- 
ment is always very competitive 
and every team really ups their 
game,” Gertridge said. 

“We have never finished bet- 
ter than fifth, but this year we 
expect at least a fourth place fin- 
ish and would like to be in the 
final game with a shot at being 
the first D3 team in history to 
make the NCAA tournament. At 
this point, the seniors would like 
to cement our legacy as the best 
polo team in Hopkins history 
and get the results at Easterns to 


sophomore Lindsey Kent, senior 
Robin Schaffer and Palopoli took 
the nine through 12 spots. Each 
Was a season-best time. In the 
100m Breaststroke, Tsay took sec- 
ond in 1:07.62. 

Howard took fourth in the 
1650m Freestyle in 18:13.59. In the 
200m Medley Relay, a team con- 
sisting of Villegas, Tsay, Qu and 
Rogers finished in 1:54.06, good 
for fifth place. Ferriero (2:16.36) 
finished sixth in the 200m Back- 
stroke, a season best. Rogers took 
ninth place in the 100m Freestyle, 
finishing in 55.61. Tsay was the 
first to touch the wall in the 200m 
Breaststroke, winning in 2:27.40, 
almost two seconds ahead of the 
competition. Qu took fifth in the 
200m Fly in 2:15.47. To end the 
meet, a team of Tsay, Ghemigian, 
Palopoli and Villegas took sixth 
in the 400m Freestyle Relay in 
3:47.62. 

Both teams return to action on 
Dec. 4 at Keyon. 


accomplish that.” 
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JENN PAULUCCI — WOMEN’S SOCCER 


Paulucei dominates on and off field 


By MARY DOMAN 
Staff Writer 


Junior women’s soccer defend- 


xtreme 
As youre about to find out, P 


lucci is one of those people 


er Jenn Paulucci is pretty e 


life (at least most of the time), 
For example, let's pepe 


look at her perfor- 
mance on the field. 
On the one hand, \eaeepemas 
Paulucci maintains an “@ 


extremely clean plate | 
with officials — she’s | 
never gotten a pen- 
alty card in her entire 
career. On the other |= 
hand, though, she’s | 
clearly not as timid as |= 
her record might sug- 
gest. Paulucci’s tough } 


defense has scored | 
her spots on All-Cen- 
tennial Conference 


three years in a row, 
and she’s contributed | 


au- 
whose 
extreme personality traits some- 


how create a pertectly balanced 


ea i 


“Especially girls.” 

Good and Evil is one. What 
else? Work and Pleasure. Paulucci 
is a BME major and also a func- 
’ tioning social creature, which is 
pretty impressive. But what makes 
her case extreme is that she main- 
tains a 3.96 GPA while also going 
out one night a week. “There are 
bigger things in life than school- 


how when we all come together, 
we form this complete person.” 
And she said her biggest contri- 
bution is her ditziness. 

Maybe this explains Paulucci’s 
love for the lighter things in life, 
like Mean Girls and Taylor Swift. 
But, true to her extreme nature, 
Paulucci embraces these seem- 
ingly silly things with intensity. 


| 


mitted to having a 
lon . , 
| “small shrine” 


obsessed,” she said. 
“Taylor Swift basical- 
ly gets me through 


movie in high school, 
she’s worn pink ey- 
ery Wednesday, just 
like Lindsay Lohan 
did in the movie. 
Apart from pink 
on Wednesdays, Pau- 
lucci has a few other 


to the 14 shutouts the 


this season. 

In last week’s game against 
Dickinson, she was responsible 
for assisting the team’s only goal. 
And, on the extreme other hand, 
Paulucci herself admits that her 
intentions are not as innocent as 
the referees might think. “I like 
taking people down,” she said. 


work,” she said. “When I go out, I 
think, ‘Yeah, I have a ton of home- 
work, but I won't regret spending 
time having fun with my team 
the next day.” When she’s study- 
ing (usually on B-level), she said 
her thoughts are something like, 
“This sucks, I want it to be over.” 
However, she admitted: “But 
sometimes I kind of like it. 


VITAL 
STATISTICS 


I’m kind of a nerd like that.” 
But while she’s “kind of 
a nerd,” Paulucci admitted 


Year: Junior 


Major: Biomedical Engineering 


Hopkins Highlights: 


that she’s also “pretty ditzy.” 
Though her GPA shows her 
book smarts, she says she 
lacks common sense. But 
like her other contradictory 
traits, Paulucci embraces all 


Gs aS ANGELI BUENO/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Jays have racked up Paulucci (left) has been a tough defender, contributing to Hopkins wins. 


Named to the All-Centential 
Conference team three years ina 
row. In 2008 season was named 
First Team NSCAA All-Ameri- 
can and First Team All-Mid At- 


parts of her personality. Her 
ditziness, in fact, contributes 
to the whole team in a posi- 
tive way. “We're all so dif- 


lantic Region. 


ferent,” she said about her 
team. “And we joke about 


quirks. One is that 
she 
at the back of lines, 
and another is that she wears her 
hair in a very extreme side pony- 
tail (on and off the field.) “Some 
girls on the team have weird un- 
derwear things, but I don’t,” she 
said. “And if I did, I wouldn't say 
so in this interview.” 

Hopefully all the girls will be 
wearing their lucky ponytails 


and underwear this weekend as | 


the Jays enter the NCAA tourna- 
ment. After sweeping Confer- 
ences for the fifth year in the row 
over the weekend, the season is 


getting serious. “I’m not nervous. | 


I'm excited,” Paulucci said, hop- 
ing the team will make it past last 
year’s finish in the top 16. 

And during these final games, 
Paulucci, for once, isn’t plan- 
ning anything too extreme. Her 
philosophy about playing soccer 
could be the only moderate part 
of her character. “I just try to en- 
joy the moment,” she said. 


everything.” And 
Mean Girls? Ever | 
since she saw the 


For example, she ad- 


con- | 
| structed in her room | 
| to Taylor Swift. “I’m | 


likes to stand | 


Field hockey en 


By MARCEL DUARTE 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins field 
hockey team entered the 
Centennial Conference 
Championship as the third- 
ranked team in the confer- 
ence and 16th in the nation. 
Defeating Gettysburg in 
the semi-finals by a score 
of 4-3 gave the Jays a cham- 
pionship game appearance 
— however, the result was 
a 6-0 loss to defending Cen- 
tennial Conference Cham- 
pions, Ursinus. 

As the Jays faced off 
against the Gettysburg Bul- 
lets, they knew that in order 
to win a tough conference, 
they were going to have to 
play the best that they have |= 


a 


all season. The win in the 
semi-finals gave Hopkins 
some confidence for the 
postseason, seeing as they were 
the slight underdogs going into 
the game against the Bullets, who 
were second in the conference and 
10th in the national rankings. 

In the game against Gettys- 
burg, junior Ariana Branchini 
started things off for the Jays 
to put them up 2-0 within eight 
minutes from a pair of goals off 
a couple penalty corners. The 
Bullets responded with a goal 
of their own 19 minutes into the 
game. Then, before halftime, ju- 
nior Lindsey McKenna and soph- 
omore Carly Bianco scored one 
goal each to put the Jays up 4-1. 

But Gettysburg would not give 
in so easily. Shutting down the 
Jay offense in the second half, the 
Bullets scored on the 46th minute 
to make the game 4-2. Fifty sec- 
onds later, the Jays let up another 
quick score to shrink their lead 
to one. Suddenly, Hopkins had 
a game on their hands. The Jays, 
however, were not going to let the 
game slip away and they finished 


up with a 4-3 win, allowing them | 
to advance to the Centennial Con- 


ference Championship game. 

“Tt was a good feeling,” soph- 
omore Amy Wharton said about 
the win. “The fact that we could 
score four goals was a good sign 
for us because we had trouble 


Rice Bowl: KSA batters CSA 63-0, Shim has fi 


By JEFF ZHU 
Staff Writer 


The Rice Bowl is an annual 
Hopkins tradition, an epic strug- 
gle on the gridiron, pitting the 
Korean Students Association 
(KSA) against the Chinese Stu- 
dents Association (CSA). KSA 
has won every contest in the Rice 
Bowl's history, with the exception 
of last year’s game, where CSA 
pulled off a major upset, winning 
by a safety (two points). 

KSA began practicing for the 

Rice Bowl in September, focus- 
ing to get a head start following 
last year’s loss. Abe Kim spear- 
headed the coaching job for 
KSA. The practices were intense 
and players who did not show 
up to practice did not play. Kim 
emphasized the importance of 
building team chemistry, along 
with the drills associated with 
football practice. Many players 
on the squad have played varsi- 
ty sports in high schools such as 
football, basketball, track, swim- 
ming, tennis and cross country. 
Two players on the KSA squad 
have experience in varsity sports 
here in Hopkins, as John Swarr 
is a catcher on the baseball team, 
and James Shim was on the track 
team. 

Likewise, CSA began holding 
practices in September. The team 
operated with coaching staff this 
year, as Harrison 
Wang was the 
offensive coordi- 
nator and Alan 
Lam was defen- 
sive coordinator. 
Players such as 
Chen Gu, Vince 
Lin, Charles Pao 
and Jason Tsai 
took on leader- 
ship roles for the 
CSA team and 
tried to consoli- 
date everything 

as well as pos- 
sible. 


around 8:50 p.m., _ 
on a clear, chilly night. Over 200 


- fans were on hand at the JHU 


Practice Field, filling up both 
sidelines to watch the game up 
close. CSA had possession first, 
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The CSA offense could not get anything 
Kickoff was going, failing to score a single point. 


and eventually turned the ball 
over on downs. The CSA defense 
forced a fumble on their first 
play of the game and got the ball 
back for the offense. KSA subse- 
quently regained ball control on 
an interception and got in good 
scoring position. 

Running back James Shim 
powered the ball into the end 
zone to score the first touch- 
down of the game. Shim got 
the ball into the end zone again 
on the next KSA drive, putting 
them up 14-0. The CSA offense 
was disoriented, as the KSA de- 
fense repeatedly stuffed runs 
and applied major pressure to 
the quarterback. A botched snap 
was picked up by KSA defensive 
tackle Daniel Kim and run back 
into the end zone for another 
touchdown. KSA _ quarterback 
Robert Shin launched a touch- 
down pass to wide receiver Phil 
Lim, putting KSA up 28-0. On the 
following KSA drive, Shim com- 
pletely smoked the CSA defense 
on a long run, scoring his third 
touchdown and putting the score 
35-0\KSA by halftime. 

During the break between 
halves, KSA was determined to 
keep up the pressure and play 
all-out. “I want these [expletives] 
to remember what happened to- 
night!” an anonymous KSA play- 
er declared. CSA was also deter- 
mined to play out the rest of the 
game without 
giving up. 

On the ensu- 
ing kickoff re- 
turn to begin the 
second half, Lim 
returned the ball 
down the field 
for a touchdown. 
Running back 
Shim found the 
end zone twice 
more and wide 
receiver Jimmy 
Suh caught a 
touchdown pass 
in the second 
half. The final 
score was a blow- 


) 


out, with KSA defeated CSA 63-0. 


James Shim was the MVP in all 
respects, scoring five touchdowns 
on the ground. 

“J, as a first time participant of 
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scoring all season.” 
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A CSA running back pushes for a few extra yards as he is dragged down by the KSA. 


the Rice Bowl, felt a lot of pressure 
going into the game,” KSA quar- 
terback Robert Shin said. “There 
are so many things that a quarter- 
back needs to think about, along 
with being a leader on the field. It 
definitely helped me during the 
game that our team performed so 
well. Even when I made mistakes 
like fumbling the ball, they gave 
me more confidence by cheering 
me up and stopping the CSA’s 
offense to get the ball back. I felt 
comfortable to rely on our team to 
take care of the defense. Because 
our team’s strong point was our 
running game with James Shim, 
my job was to take advantage of 
that aspect and be able to keep the 
defense guessing with occasional 
pass plays. I think I did an okay 
job with completing a couple of 
passes.” 

“To be honest, they were just a 
lot more prepared and exponen- 
tially more organized than we 
were,” CSA defensive end Jason 
Tsai said. “I guess the main point 
is that last year we were much 
better in terms of practices and 
organization. Their offensive 
line was also a lot better than it 
was last year, so we weren't able 
to get much pressure up front 
and they were able to run all day 
on us.” 

First-time Rice Bowl partici- 
pant, Wang Jae Rhee spoke of 
his scary moment in the game. 
“I do not have any memory of 
this,” Rhee said. “But in the third 
quarter, being overly eager after 


a making a catch in the previous 
play, I ran head-to-head into a cor- 
nerback (Victor La), both looking 
at the quarterback and unaware. 
There was a loud crack, and I 
blacked out on the spot. The next 
thing I remember was my friend 
who had come to watch the game 
and who was also in HERU, 


watching over me with other 


HERU members on the sidelines. 
I was sent to the hospital to get a 
checkup, and there I met the cor- 
nerback I collided with; it turned 
out he had blacked-out himself 
after the play. To be honest, I 
couldn't help but laugh when I 
saw him. In a ‘friendly’ football 
game, both of us had been so 
committed and partly, stupid, to 
be hospitalized.” 

“Rice Bowl, in its core, is a 
channel through which the com- 
petitiveness within the racially 
diverse Hopkins community can 
be expressed in a fair and enter- 
taining manner,” Rhee added. 
“Also, what better way is there 
to challenge your friends than a 
good game of football?” 

KSA won the Rice Bowl in this 


After the first win, the Jays 
focused on the finals but knew 
it would not be an easy task tak- 
ing down the top-seeded Ursinus 
Bears. “We all knew we were 
capable of winning if we each 
played our best game,” Wharton 
said. “Ursinus just adapted their 
defense from when we played 
them a week ago. If we would 
have scored early it would have 
been a different game, but we just 
didn’t have the same offensive 
momentum as they had.” 

Trying to extend their 14- 
game unbeaten streak, the Bears 
came out scoring three goals in 
the first half. Starting it off in the 
16th minute, Ursinus’ Megan Yo- 
der put them on the board with a 
rebound shot off a block from se- 
nior goalie Sohpia Tieu. Then, ten 
minutes later the Bears scored 
again to extend their lead to 2- 
0. Again, like in the Gettysburg 
game, the Jays let up another goal 


(Is season with loss 


within a minute 
and the 
rapidly 
ed to 3-0 
The Jays had 


tor 


game 


escalal 


answer 
top notch 


no 
the 
offensive 
of the Bears. 
The 
half 
similar 
with 


play 


second 
produced 
results 
Ursinus 
scoring another 
three times. The 
scored 
their fourth 
goal of the gam« 


Bears 


20 minutes after 
Then 
just seven min 
later, Ur 
sinus’ Michelle 
Wimmer 


halftime. 


utes 


fin 
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The Jays hockey was squeezed out of the final NCAA tournament spot 


ished off her hat 
trick, scoring for 
a third time to put her team up 5 
0. Just before the final whistle, the 
Bears finished their scoring with 
the sixth goal of the day with 30 
seconds on the clock. 

With the win, Ursinus now has 
earned their sixth consecutive 
Centennial Conference Champi 


ons title. 
Not earning an NCAA Tour 
nament berth, the Jays field 


hockey team ended their 200! 
season this weekend with a 13-6 
record. Senior goalie Sophia Tieu 
wrapped up a record worthy ca 
reer, making her 287 saves the 
sixth most in school history 

The Jays now plan to have a 
productive off-season and play 
some great field hockey in 2010. 
“We all have really good chemis- 
try because the players are very 
close and we all really want to 
beat Ursinus next time we match 
up.” Wharton said. “It’s our turn 
to earn the Conference title.” 
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M. SOCCER, From B12 
conference Tournament goal 
he has scored in his career. The 
other two were also Tournament 
championship game winners, as 
in 2006 he scored an overtime 
winner against Franklin and 
Marshall and in 2007 he scored 
a game-winning penalty kick 
against Gettysburg. 

Despite outshooting the Jays 
17-11, Dickinson failed to put any 
more shots past senior keeper 
Ravi Gill, who had five saves on 
the day. Hickok matched this 
total with five of his own in the 
loss. Corner kicks and fouls were 
about equal as well, with a 10-7 
advantage in fouls going to Dick- 
inson and both teams having two 
corners. 
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Freshman Nick White and the men’s soccer team defeated Swarthmore and Dickinson. 


Men’s soccer wins Centennial 
Conierence, next up NCAA'S 


also qualified and will face fel- 
low Centennial Conference foe 
Franklin & Marshall in the first 
round. 


W. soccer 
moves onto 
NCAA tourney 


W. SOCCER, From B12 

weekend. He named Pam Kop- 
fenstainer, Sarah Gieszl, Jess 
Hnatiuk, Jenn Paulucci and Kar- 
en Guszkowski as playing very 


contest, but stay tuned for more. 
“They are thinking about making 
this a bi-yearly thing,” Tsai said. 
“If that is the case then, hopefully 
we can be better prepared to play 
next semester.” 

“We are in the process of plan- 
ning another football game in the 
spring,” Shin said. “We all hope 
that it will be just as exciting and 
supported.” 
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Dickinson did have three yel- 
low cards in the game, and none 
by the Jays, a telling statistic as 
the Devils were not able to play 
as aggressively as they would 
have preferred while trailing in 
fear of losing players. 

The win marks the eighth time 
Hopkins has won the Centennial 
Conference title, more than any 
other school in the conference. 
Muhlenberg is second with five 
titles. The Jays’ five Centennial 
Conference Tournament cham- 
pionships is also a conference 
record. 

The Jays are now 10-3-3 all 
time in tournament play, includ- 
ing a 5-2-0 record in champion- 
ship games. The class of 2010 
also has the distinction of being 
only the second class in confer- 
ence history to win three titles in 
four years, the only other being 


well and contributing much to 
the Conference Championship. 
“Caitlin Moore was obviously 
a standout with two goals in the 
semis and a game winning assist 
in the final,/’ Coach Weil said. The 
Centennial Conference agreed 
and named her, along with Karen 
Guszkowski, as the Centennial 
Conference Players of the Week. 

Three NCAA women’s soc- 
cer tournament games will be 
held at Homewood Field this 
weekend. On Saturday, Virginia 
Wesleyan and Eastern will face 
off after Hopkins faces Cabrini. 
The winners of ‘the two games 
will meet at Homewood again 
on Sunday. 

Last season, the women made 
it to the Sweet Sixteen, and success 
is something Coach Weil has be- 
come quite accustomed to. Coach 
Weil sees hosting as checking an- 


Muhlenberg from 1994-97. 

The conference title gets the 
Jays a berth in the NCAA Divi- 
sion-III tournament, where they 
will face Misericordia on the 
14th in Salisbury, Md. Dickinson 


other box for his preseason goals. 
Rightfully so, Weil is optimistic, 
and said, “I think this year’s team 
definitely has a chance to go fur- 
ther than any other team in our 
18-year history.” 
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Dip You Know? 


On Tuesday Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, a six 
time NBA MVP, six-time NBA champion, 
and 19- time All-Star announced he is un 
dergoing treatment for a rare form of leu 
kemia. Abdul-Jabbar spoke at Hopkins last 
year as a part of the Milton S. Eisenhower 
Symposium. Doctors have said that Abdul 
Jabbar's prognosis is good 


Home CALENDAR 


SATURDAY, Novemser 14 
W. Soccer vs. Cabrini, 12 p.m. 


SUNDAY, Novemser 15 
lf women’s soccer wins on Saturday, 
they play at 2 p.m. 


M. & W. soccer win Centennial Conference Championships 


Women’s soccer wins fifth straight conference title with pair of shutouts 


Mens soccer deleats Dickinson 2-1 in final game to claim eighth title 


By GERY BROWNHOLTZ 
Staff Writer 

The Blue Jays men’s soccer 
team followed up a strong regu- 
lar season finish with a Centen- 
nial Conference title, defeating 
the Dickinson Red Devils 2-1 on 
Saturday at Muhlenberg College 
in the championship game. 

The Jays finished their regular 
season with a 5-1 road-thrash- 
ing of conference rival Washing- 
ton College. They then defeated 
Swarthmore 1-0 in their first and 
only other match of the tourna- 
ment. With the win over Dickin- 
son, the Jays improved to 15-3-2 on 
the season and won their eighth 
Centennial Conference title and 
their fifth since 2001, when the 
champion was decided by a tour- 
nament for the first time. 

The scoring began in the 15th 
minute of the match when a Dick- 
inson junior midfielder scored a 
beautiful long-distance goal on a 
shot from 25 yards. He was unas- 
sisted on the goal as well, claim- 
ing the ball and taking it himself 
for the score. 

The Jays were quick to re- 
spond, as a free kick by sopho- 
more defender and co-captain Co- 
rey Adams was sent into the box, 
and after being batted around by 
Dickinson freshman goalkeeper 
Cody Hickok, was deposited in 
the back of the net by senior mid- 
fielder John Scheuch for his sec- 
ond goal of the tournament. He 
was the lone goal-scorer in the 


previous tilt with Swarthmore. 


His goal in the 22nd minute on , 


this match tied the Jays and Dev- 
ils at 1-1, which would remain the 
score going into halftime. 


The tie was broken soon af- | 


ter the second half began. In the 
game’s 58th minute, a foul inside 
the box resulted in a penalty kick 
for the Jays. Senior midfielder 


Max Venker put away the shot | 


for his fourth goal of the season. 
SeE M. SOCCER, Pace B11 
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Junior Tucker Michaels had two receptions for 83 yards, including a 74-yard catch. 


Football crushes F&M 51-13. 
tied jor first in conference 


By TRISTAN MOHABIR 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins football team 
needed a stellar performance in 
Saturday’s critical conference 
game against Franklin & Mar- 
shall, and the Jays produced just 
that, crushing the Diplomats 51- 
13. 

Hopkins, the preseason favor- 
ite to win the Centennial Confer- 
ence, controlled its own fate in 
the conference race, and needs 
just one more victory to secure at 
least a share of the title. 

To open the game, the Jays sti- 
fled the F&M offense, stopping 
the Diplomats on downs. Hop- 
kins then drove 76 yards in four 
minutes, scoring on its opening 
drive on a one-yard touchdown 
plunge by star running back An- 
drew Kase, which was a sign of 
things to come. Less than three 
minutes later, junior kicker Alex 
Lachman connected on a 35- 
yard field goal to put the Jays 
ahead 10-0 at the end of the first 
quarter. 


Franklin & Marshall would 
cut the lead to 10-6 on a touch- 
down pass from John Harrison to 
Michael Deutch early in the sec- 
ond quarter. After Hopkins re- 
sponded with another Lachman 
field goal, this time from 38 yards 
out, F&M gained the upper hand 
in field position on a momentum- 
swinging punt that pinned Hop- 
kins at its own one-yard line. 

However, the Jays offense 
kicked into full gear, bruising the 
Diplomat defense and churning 
out an 11-play, 99-yard drive that 
was capped by a 25-yard touch- 
down strike to junior tight-end 
Brian Hopkins from sophomore 
quarterback Hewitt Tomlin, put- 
ting Hopkins ahead 20-6. Kase 
literally carried the team during 
the drive, rushing six times and 
converting key third downs in 
Jay territory. 

Hopkins kept its foot on the 
gas, and after Lachman’s third 
field goal of the day from 28 
yards out, Tomlin hit junior 
receiver Tucker Michels on an 

See FOOTBALL, Pace B10 


FILE PHOTO 
Freshman midfielder Brandon Sumpio and the Blue Jays are Conference champions. 


Water polo 
places third 
at Southern 
Championship 


By WILL CHAN 
Staff Writer 


This past weekend the men’s 


4 | water polo team finished at third 


place in the Southern Champion- 
ships in Lewisburg, Pa. 

The top four teams out of 
this tournament advance to the 


| Eastern Championships in Cam- 
| bridge, Mass. in two weeks. The 


winner of the Eastern Champion- 
ships earns an automatic bid into 
the NCAA Water Polo National 
Championship Tournament. 
Hopkins came _ into _ this 
weekend’s tournament seeded 


} 
| 


fourth, and took on fifth-seeded | 
George Washington in the open- | 


ing round. The first quarter was 
pretty tightly contested, but the 
Jays managed to lead 2-1 by the 
start of the second quarter. 

Hopkins then opened up a 
barrage on the Colonials, scor- 
ing four straight while shutting 
them out to take a 6-1 lead by 
halftime. 


After halftime, the Colonials a 
played some pretty inspiring | 


water polo, scoring four straight 
while letting in one goal in the 


third quarter to bring it to 7- | f 


5. But Hopkins clamped down 
See W. POLO, Pace B10 


The water polo team qualified for the 
Eastern Championships with two wins. 


College Basketball: 
Season Preview 


Dave Santare takes a look at 
this upcoming basketball season, 
specifically why the Big Ten con- 
ference will disapoint once again, 
and the obstacles small confer- 
ence schools face. Page B10 


INSIDE 


Athlete of the Week: 
Jenn Paulucei 


This junior has been nothing 
short of remarkable since step- 
ping foot on the Hopkins Cam- 
pus. Aside from leading women’s 
soccer to three titles, she also has a 
3.96 GPA as a BME. Page B11 
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Field Hockey: 


— Tough end to season 


The Blue Jays fell in the Cen- 
tennial Conference tournament 
to nationally ranked Ursinus. 
Following the loss, the Jays were 
the last team out in the NCAA 
tournament draw. Page B11 


By CHIP HARSH 
Staff Writer 


Over the weekend, the wom- 
en’s soccer team won the Cen- 
tennial Conference Champion- 
ship. The tournament was held 
at Muhlenberg College in Al- 
lentown, Pa. The squad beat the 
Haverford Fords on Satu rday. On 
Sunday, the team shutout Dick 
inson for their fifth-straight Cen- 
tennial Conference crown. 

The win on Sunday gave the 
Jays the automatic bid to the 
NCAA tournament — the eighth 
time the Jays have qualified for 
the national tournament. Hop- 
kins is ranked seventh in the 
nation by the National 
Soccer Coaches Asso- 
ciation of America and 
will host the first two 
rounds of the NCAA 
tournament. 

Entering the week- 
end the Jays had out- 
scored their previous 
three Conference oppo- 
nents 12-0. Erica Suter 
and Erin Stafford were 
hot with two goals each 
in the week before the 
tournament. They only 
let up seven goals all 
year. Coach Leo Weil 
was proud to see how 
well his team is doing. 

“We are definitely 
playing some of our 
best soccer of the sea- 
son,” Coach Weil said. 

Between the regular 
season and the post- 
season, the Jays lost no 
momentum. They blew 
through Haverford in 
their first round game, 
3-0. Caitlin Moore 
scored two goals but 
the first goal of the 
game came from red- 
hot Erin Stafford. At the 
half, Hopkins was up 


Hopkins 12, GW 5 


Hopkins 9, #20 Bucknell 8 


Hopkins 51, F&M 13 


The Rice Bowl: No ¢ 


NS a i eS aS ae es ee 


2-0 and then Moore put another 
one away in the 75th minute. 

In the meantime, the Jays domi- 
nated in every facet, out-shooting 
31-7 and out corner-kicking 11-1. 
Guszkowski even had three saves. 

On Sunday, the team hoped 
to face Muhlenberg, the tourna- 
ment hosts and the only team 
to beat them in conference play 
this season. But Muhlenberg lost 
to Dickinson — so the Blue Jays 
played and beat Dickinson 1-0. 
The seventh shutout of the sea- 
son for Guszkowski, who made 
seven saves in the game. Gusz- 
kowski is now second all-time in 
career saves with 28. 

The lone goal of the game came 


hs 


Hopkins 1, Swarthmore 0 


Hopkins 2, Dickinson 1 


Hopkins 3, Haverford 0 


Hopkins 1, Dickinson 0 


from sophomore Paulina Good- 
man, came back from an injury 
to score her second — and most 
memorable goal of the sea- 
son. The assist came from Caitlin 
Moore. 

“Everyone played well,” 
Coach Weil said. “Paulina Good- 
man scored the biggest goal of 
the season for us.” 

A tradition of superb defense 
has taken root at Hopkins, for 
they haven't given up a goal in 
Centennial Conference tourna- 
ment play since 2006 — seven 
shutouts in a row (and counting). 
Coach Weil was proud of his de- 
fenders’ performances over the 

See W. SOCCER, Pace B11 
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Sophomore Leslie O’Brien contributed to a Jays offense which had 15 shots on goal on Sunday. 


hopsticks involved 


Hopkins 4, Gettysburg 3 


At Messiah Invitational 


| 


6th place out of 9 (46 pts.) 


Hector Cintron 


ist place at 184 pounds 


